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National Vice Commandant 
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 03 Aug 2026 

To: National Commandant, T. J. Morgan  

Subject: 2026 National Convention Report for Mideast Division 

Overview- The Mideast Division consists of five states: Delaware, Maryland, North 

Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. Each department has received at least one visit in the last 

year.  All Departments have held their annual conferences and elections and all ROI’s have been 

submitted. 

Membership- Recruiting as always is a focus for our division but I am placing retention 

as one of our main focuses this year. We are discussing how to recruit and retain younger 

members to carry the torch for the Division. Several of our Departments attended the Jr Vice 

Commandants Zoom call earlier this year and have already started sharing ideas. Bob Borka has 

also brought his roadshow to the Mideast Division, and we discussed many ideas to improve 

retention across the division. 

VSO Accreditation – The Division has several accredited VSO’s who continue to do an 

outstanding job. They are preparing to do a Division wide “road show” this year as you will see 

in the attached VSO report. 

Communication and Compliance- I have installed a new Division Compliance Officer 

who is working with my ADNVC and Adjutant as well as each Department to ensure that all 

PLM audits, 990’s and annual corporate reports are filed timely and any that are overdue or that 

have been delinquent for some time, are dealt with appropriately.  



In closing, I am very proud to serve the Mideast Division, as they are a great group who 

stays very busy in their communities as you can see from some of the reports attached below. 

Lastly, I wanted to say that it has been a pleasure serving with you as our National Commandant. 

You have the League going in the right direction and we hope to continue that progress. 

Semper Fidelis, 

Ronald S Kirby 



The Veteran Services has been growing and producing strong results within the Mideast 
Division and across National. The Veterans Service OƯicers (VSO) have been working 
diligently with the veterans, assisting with not only starting or upgrading their disability 
claims, but also with the character of discharge upgrades, survivor benefits, and some 
educational assistance. The Marine Corps League is now receiving referrals from the 
Veterans Administration, local law firms, and other veteran organizations. As Department 
Commandants, you should be proud of those members who have stood up to represent 
the mission of the Marine Corps League. 

Now that we are moving forward, I want to announce what is going to happen at the 
National Convention in Indianapolis. For the entire week, a few VSOs will be hosting a 
Veterans Claims Clinic. Whether you are starting a disability claim for the first time, looking 
for a disability increase, or assistance with an appeal, we will be there to provide 
assistance. Beginning the Wednesday of that week, the VA will also be onsite to review the 
claims, if possible, conduct C&P exams, and potentially get you an answer before the 
convention ends on that Friday. 

In addition, after the convention concludes, I will be planning on travelling across our 
Division, attending your Department meetings to talk about what we do as Veterans Service 
OƯicers. I will also attend Detachment meetings to do the same if requested. So, if you do 
not have your event schedule posted on a website or social media, please provide me the 
dates and locations of your future meetings, and I will get them on my calendar. 

I want to thank each of the Department Commandants for supporting this much-needed 
and valuable program. I look forward to hearing from everyone, and I'll see you in Indy. 

Semper Fi, 

Robert Hare 

National Veterans Service OƯicer 

VA Accreditation #60748 

Mideast Division (NC, VA, WV, DE, MD) 

Marine Corps League 
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Join Marine Corps League | Semper Fi Magazine 



From: Commandant 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND 

July 28, 2026 

To: Mideast Division Vice Commandant 

Subj: Department Highlight Report July 2026 

The Department of Maryland continues to be active in communities throughout the state. 
Detachments represent the Marine Corps League at various parades, celebrations, and 
remembrances including Memorial Day, Flag Day, 4th of July, Marine Corps Birthdays, 
Veterans Day, Toys For Tots, and Wreaths Across America. 

The Sgt John "Jack" Hettchen Detachment 1428 participated in the City of Rockville Public 
Safety Awards and the Germantown-Gaithersburg Chamber of Commerce Public Safety 
Awards, where they presented more than 100 Distinguished Service Awards to 
outstanding police officers, firefighters, and emergency medical personnel in recognition of 
their dedication, professionalism, and service to our communities. 

They continued their humanitarian efforts by delivering medical supplies, food, and other 
essential items to the Washington, DC Ukrainian Humanitarian Center, providing 
meaningful assistance to those affected by the ongoing crisis in Ukraine. 

The Anne Arundel County Detachment 1049 continued to support social gatherings for 
Marines and their family members in the form of monthly dinners and recreational 
shooting nights at a local range. These events provided an opportunity for unstructured 
social time and some low-key competition at the range. These events also act as recruiting 
tools. 

The detachment joined the Marine Cryptologic Support Battalion (MCSB) to celebrate the 
250th Marine Corps Birthday at the Marine Corps Museum, Quantico Va on 14 November 
2025. 

The detachment maintains a close relationship with the Young Marines and often 
participates in joint events. The detachment commandant sits on their Young Marine of the 
Year Board. 

The Garrett County Detachment 1234 is the department's most remote detachment but 
is known as one of the most active. They host one of the best golf tournaments in the state 
and raised over $30,000 this year. They were able to donate $5000 to each of their six 



beneficiaries; Toys for Tots, Hospice of Garrett County, Garrett County Meals on Wheels, 
Cindy's Fund, Garrett Mentors and the Marine Raider Foundation. 

The Patuxent River Detachment 1305 hosted numerous Charlotte Hall Veterans Home 
events including cook-outs, pizza nights, Halloween Bingo, and a Marine Corps Birthday 
celebration. They also participated in the Southern Maryland Gold Star Memorial Golf 
Tournament, Paralyzed Veterans Bass Tournament, and various festivals. Many of these 
events were conducted jointly with the Young Marines. 

The LCpl Robert W Deane Detachment 770 conducted five hotdog sales events and set 
up recruiting tent at the 4 County Lion's carnival and the Mt Airy Volunteer Firemen's 
carnival. They also performed Honor Guard duties for the Am Vets flag retirement. 

The department's newest detachment is the Peacekeeper Detachment 1492. Their Honor 
Guard has conducted funeral services and presented Colors at numerous high visibility 
events. 

The SSgt Walter E. Cohee Detachment 115 continues to participate in the Boscov's 
Friends Helping Friends fundraiser the raised $1800 for Chesapeake Housing, enabling 
them to build a ramp for a disabled veteran. 

The department has an active state license plate program. 

Presented awards at 41 Eagle Scout Courts of Honor. 

Compliance data was submitted via separate correspondence. 

Semper Fidelis, 

R. J. Sturm 
Commandant 








