
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM: National Vice Commandant Juan J. Uribe, Southwest Division  
TO: National Commandant TJ Morgan  
DATE: February 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Southwest Division Report – Midwinter Conference 2026 
 
 
1. DIVISION STATUS & ADMINISTRATION The Southwest Division (Departments of 
Arizona, California, Nevada, and the Aloha Detachment operating in the early capacity of a 
Department) remains in high spirits and good standing. 
 

• Growth: Hawaii is currently operating as a preparatory Department with the intent 
of finalizing their charter soon. Their operational tempo and reporting have been 
equivalent to that of a fully chartered Department. 

• Discipline: Since the August 2025 National Convention, there have been some 
Chapter 9 filings. While minor internal disputes occurred, all were successfully 
mediated to resolution at the local or Division level. 
 

2. 250th MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY (SEMICENTENNIAL) The Division celebrated the 
250th Birthday with historic visibility. Mayoral or Gubernatorial proclamations were 
secured in Arizona, California, and Hawaii officially recognizing November 10, 2025, as 
Marine Corps Birthday Day. 
 

• State Capital Events: Division leadership organized cake-cutting ceremonies at the 
State Capitals of AZ, CA, NV, and HI, attended by state legislators. 

• Hawaii Historic Milestone: For the first time in history, four United States Marine 
Corps flags were ceremonially raised at the Hawaii State Capitol. 

• Nevada Celebrations: Hosted Birthday Balls in three locations, including a sold-out 
event in Las Vegas with over 1,200 attendees. 
 
 
 



3. DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS & STATISTICS 
 
Division-Wide Totals (2025 Calendar Year) 
 

• Funeral Honors Performed: 702 
• Community Service Hours: 30,790+ 
• Toys for Tots Distributed: 156,885 toys to 128,392 children. 
• Toys for Tots Funds Raised: ~$156,885. 

 
Department of Arizona (Cmdt. A. Espino) 

• Community Impact: Logged over 17,000 community service hours. 
• Benevolence: Distributed $3,875 directly to Marines in need. 
• Toys for Tots: Raised over $84,000 and distributed 66,000+ toys. 

 
Department of California (Cmdt. Ivania Munguia) 

• Honors: Performed 455 Funeral Honors, the highest volume in the Division. 
• Support: The Marines Helping Marines (MAM) program distributed $6,875.46. 
• Events: Strong presence at Camp Pendleton events (raising $3,350) and provided 

scholarships to veterans at Southwestern College. 
 

Department of Nevada (Cmdt. Danny Griggs) 
• Veterans Service: Assisted 119 veterans/families with claims and benefit filings. 
• Recognition: The High Desert Detachment Toys for Tots campaign was a finalist for 

the County Chamber Non-Profit of the Year. 
• Partnerships: Successful collaboration with Montford Point Marines and NV-3 

Sagebrush Marines for Memorial Day and July 4th events. 
• Leading the Division in VSO’s and assisting Veterans in Benefits. 

 
Hawaii (Operating as a Department in training) (Det Cmdt. Vernon Jarvis) 

• Assistance: Reported assisting over 700 Marines and family members (including 
Marine 4 Life and general assistance). 

• Community Outreach: Partnered with the Knights of Columbus for a Christmas Eve 
outreach feeding the homeless in Kapolei and a visit to the Hawaii State Veterans 
Home to deliver cards to residents. 

• Commemoration: Hosted the 84th WWII Pearl Harbor Attack Commemoration at 
Ewa Air Station. 
 



4. SCOUTING AMERICA COMMITTEE As Ex-Officio, I report the committee is operating 
smoothly under the leadership of Bill Kropa, Rich Walsh, and Steve Bosshard. Numerous 
Eagle Scout Awards have been processed and issued, maintaining strong ties with youth 
organizations. All forms have now been confirmed to have changed to the proper ‘Scouting 
America’ name vs Boy Scouts of America. The Committee is requesting that a small lapel 
pin indicative of having achieved the rank of Eagle Scout be authorized for wear in their 
MCL uniforms only when they are attending Court of Honor Ceremonies (Scouting Eagle 
Scout Ceremony).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This will display to the young Scouts that these MCL members are Eagle Scouts 
themselves, and it does really connect with the kids. The device is the same medal 
pictured at the top of the Eagle Scout Certificates.  
 
Will brief in person at Midwinter once I have more details. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Juan J. Uribe  
National Vice Commandant  
Southwest Division  
Marine Corps League 
 




























