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Prepare for 
VA’s sign-in 
changes
We’re moving to a more modern 
online sign-in experience—
to simplify your options and 
continue to protect your identity 
and benefits.

Here’s what’s changing 
for VA websites and 
mobile apps:

• After January 31, 2025, we’ll 
remove the option to sign in 
with a My HealtheVet user 
ID and password.  

• After September 30, 2025, 
we’ll remove the option to 
sign in with a DS Logon 
username and password.  

• You’ll then have two sign-in 
account options: Login.gov 
or ID.me. 

Note: Your health portal isn’t going 
away. We’re just changing the way 
you sign in. 

Create your account now
Learn why we’re making 
these changes—and how 
to create your Login.gov or 
ID.me account.

www.va.gov/sign-in-changes



Join the Marine Corps Association – 
FREE to Active Duty Marines
mca-marines.org/become-a-member/award-membership

 • The Marine Corps Gazette — the Corps’s 
   professional journal 
• Leatherneck — Magazine of the Marines

• Conferences
• Symposiums
• Awards 
  presentations
• Professional dinners

Magazines

Events

Archives

Resources

What can THE MARINE CORPS ASSOCIATION  
do for you?

 • More than 100 years of 
   Marine Corps history from 
   thousands of Gazette and 
   Leatherneck articles over 
   the past century

 • Tactical Decision
   Games
 • Battlefield Studies
 • Ethical Decision Games
 • Podcasts
• Oral Histories

• Graphic Novels
  • Audio Articles

 • Video
• Collections

  • Case Studies
• References

We provided $1.7 million in support to tens of thousands of Marines

• Unit libraries of books from the Commandant’s Professional Reading List
• Awards at schools and training detachments throughout the Corps
• Chesty Puller award for honor grad at each Depot
• Essay contests
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ON THE COVER:
The Automobile Racing Club of 
America Menards series race 
car number 86 of Josh White 
sports the Marine Corps League 
logo on its hood as the driver’s 
primary sponsor at DuQuoin State 
Fairgrounds racetrack in Indiana. 
Josh White, an MCL member in 
West Virginia, is developing his 
future in motorsport and is proud to 
have the support of our members.

12

Founded in 1923 by 
Lieutenant General John A. 
Lejeune, the Marine Corps 
League is the only federally 
chartered Marine Corps-
related veterans organization 
in the United States.

14		  NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATE
			   BRUCE RAKFELDT

14		  JUNIOR PAST NATIONAL COMMANDANT
			    WARREN “GRIFF” GRIFFIN

16		  NATIONAL SR. VICE COMMANDANT
			   RUSS MILLER

16		  NATIONAL JR. VICE COMMANDANT
			   DAVID PORTER

17		  YOUNG MARINES OF THE MARINE CORPS 
			  LEAGUE
			   BILL DAVIS	

17		  YOUNG MARINES LIAISON
			    JOHNNY BAKER

18		  DIVISION REPORTS

30		  ROLL CALL	

34		  REUNIONS

34		  TAPS   

40		  THE SEMPER FI STORE 

42		  THE SEMPER FI STORE ORDER FORM

43		  YOUTH FOUNDATION TREE OF LIGHTS

45		  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE APPLICATIONS
			  FOR MEMBERSHIP & MEMBERSHIP 
			  RENEWAL
		
47		  MID-WINTER NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
			  REGISTRATION FORM

F O R M S  &  R A F F L E S

Please visit the Marine Corps League Library’s Convention tab (www.
mcleaguelibrary.org/convention/) to review the approved changes to 
the League’s Bylaws and Administrative Procedures. The Bylaws and 
Admin Procedures documents are being revised and will be posted 
in the Member Library tab (www.mcleaguelibrary.org/member-
library/). To submit a change to the Bylaws or Admin Procedures, 
please review AP Section 10020.
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THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
The Marine Corps League Inc. is a Congressionally 
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Semper Fi, The Magazine of the Marine Corps League™ 
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Continuing to Move 
Forward in the League

MARINES: I am deeply honored to serve as 
National Commandant of the MCL, and I want to 
extend my heartfelt gratitude to every member, 
volunteer, and guest that joined us for the 2025 
National Convention. Your presence, energy, and 
unwavering commitment to our mission reminded 
me why this organization exists: to honor the 
Marines who have worn the uniform, to support 
those who still wear it, and to mentor the next 
generation of patriots who will carry our values 
forward.

This year’s convention was more than a gathering—it was a declaration 
that the MCL remains a living, breathing force for good in communities 
across the nation. I was inspired by the stories shared on the convention 
floor, veterans reconnecting with old friends, detachments collaborating 
across state lines, and new members stepping forward with fresh ideas and 
renewed determination. To all who traveled, and contributed to our discus-
sions, thank you. Your participation strengthens our league, expands our 
reach, and amplifies the impact we have in local communities and beyond.

A central theme of our time together was growth—growth in member-
ship, growth in influence, and growth in service. The MCL has always thrived 
when we welcome new voices who bring talent, energy, and passion from 
the heart. We are actively pursuing ways to expand our reach, including out-
reach to veterans and associates. Our goal is not growth for growth’s sake, 
but the meaningful expansion of our ability to mentor, support, and advo-
cate for Marines and their families.

Equally vital are our Young Marines. These outstanding young marines are 
not only the future of our organization, but they are also the present incar-
nation of discipline, teamwork, and honor. Their leadership, community ser-
vice, and dedication to personal development remind us that mentoring is a 
reciprocal gift—we learn from them as much as they learn from us.

Finally, we are taking concrete steps to establish new local detachments. 
By providing purpose for our Marines, we can bring the MCL’s values into 
more towns, schools, and neighborhoods. I said it at convention, “recruit a 
member and retain the family,” I am grateful for the hard work of our local 
detachments, volunteers, and state departments who are turning this vision 
into reality.

To everyone who had trust in me, I am honored to accept the responsibil-
ity of a second term as national commandant. I pledge to lead with integrity, 
listen earnestly, and work tirelessly to unite our League behind a shared pur-
pose: honoring Marines, supporting families, and building stronger commu-
nities.  Semper Fi!

NATIONAL COMMANDANT’S LETTER
TJ MORGAN

Detachment Name ____________________________________ Det # ________ DEPT. of _______

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
99th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Daytona Beach, FL
Convention Dates: Aug 15 - Aug 19, 2022
TO: National Credentials Committee
P.O. Box 1990, Stafford, VA 22555-1990

SUBJ: Registration of National Delegates(s) 
REF: (a) Article 3, National MCL Bylaws.

(b) Chapter 2, Administrative Procedures, Sect 2020 (b) — Registration
Registration to the National Convention shall be $6.00. Advance registration fees shall be $5.00 provided 
that such  fee, accompanied by properly executed  Official  Credential form, is received at National 
Headquarters not later than fifteen (15) days prior to opening date of the National Convention.

DEL ALT ASSOC 
MBR

DUAL 
MBR GUEST NAME(S) Include any Nat’l and Dept Officers 

in your detachment who are attending

6 Digit 
Membership Number 

(NOT PLM #)
ATTENDING 

Yes / No
FIRST 
TIMER 

yes / No

CONV. COMMTTE USE ONLY
Actual

votes and deleg. present and paid

TOTAL MBRS / MAX AUTH DEL 
from June 30th Report

2. Delegate strength is based on the number of regular members on the 30 June Strength report. See ref (b). section 2025(b)
3. Enclosed is a check/M.O. ( ) in the amount of $ ___________ made payable to National Headquarters, MCL, to cover the registration fees of 
the all delegate(s), alternates & other attendees to the MCL National Convention as per by ref. (b).

PRINT NAME: ______________________________          _____________       ____________________________________        _______________
Detachment Commandant  Adjutant/Paymaster Date 

SIGN NAME: ______________________________          _____________       ____________________________________        _______________
Detachment Commandant  Adjutant/Paymaster Date 

($5 per delegate/alternate if mailed before July 27, 2018, otherwise $6).
Remember to include any Nat. and Dept Officers in your detachment who will be attending. Also include names of 

guest.
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Prepare and Inform – End of Life
MARINES: There is a time in each of our lives 
when death touches us. This could be a family 
member, friend, or a servicemember that you 
served with. When that happens, there is a 
series of events and paperwork that needs to 
be taken care of. Generally, this falls upon the 
closest relative… who is also experiencing grief. 
I know from personal experience this time can 
be made more manageable if planning is done 
in advance. Please take the time to consider 
taking the following actions, it will make a dif-

ference for your family. 
▪ Ensure you have a folder in a safe place that contains your documents 

and instructions pertaining to your passing.
▪ Ensure your executor (the person who will handle your arrangements) 

knows where to find the file.
▪ Ensure your DD-214 is in the file.

• Make certain the DD-214 shows the character of your discharge (NOT 
“dishonorable”).

▪ Consider creating a Durable Power of Attorney (POA) for your spouse.
▪ Determine if you wish to be buried or cremated.
▪ Decide whether burial will be in a V.A. National Cemetery, state or tribal 

veterans’ cemetery, or a private cemetery.
▪ Note desired memorial products.
▪ An advanced care plan (ACP) allows the veteran to make their health 

care-related wishes known.
• ACP assigns someone the veteran trusts to make medical decisions if 
they are unable to make them.
▪ Pre-Need Eligibility Application – veteran and spouse apply in advance 

to be buried in a V.A. National Cemetery.
• Eligible spouses and dependents may be buried in a V.A. National Ceme-
tery even if they predecease the veteran
• The name, date of birth, and date of death are inscribed on the veteran’s 
headstone at no cost to the family.
• When the veteran and spouse receive the Pre-Need Approval letter, 
place it in the special folder. Semper Fi!

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/COO
BOB BORKA

Marine Corps League National Board Of Trustees

National Commandant
TJ Morgan 

NationalCommandant@MCLeague.org

National Sr. Vice Commandant
Russ Miller

RMiller@MCLeague.org

National Jr. Vice Commandant
David Porter 

DPorter@MCLeague.org

National Judge Advocate
Bruce Rakfeldt 

BRakfeldt@MCLeague.org

Jr. Past National Commandant
Warren “Griff” Griffin 

WGriffin@MCLeague.org

National Vice Commandants

Central Division
Dave Englert

DEnglert@MCLeague.org

Mideast Division
Frank Mathers

FMathers@MCLeague.org

Midwest Division
Jim Maevers 

JMaevers@MCLeague.org

New England Division
Pat Maguire 

PMaguire@MCLeague.org

Northeast Division
Robert Ziltz

RZiltz@MCLeague.org

Northwest Division
Skip Nakashima 

SNakashima@MCLeague.org

Rocky Mountain Division
Tom Krueger 

TKrueger@MCLeague.org

Southeast Division
Ronnie Broussard

RBroussard@MCLeague.org

Southern Division
Mark Oldmixon

MOldmixon@MCLeague.org

Southwest Division
Joe Uribe

JUribe@MCLeague.org
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Eyes on the Horizon
MARINES: I want to publicly recognize and 
commend the Marines who worked diligently 
behind the scenes planning the many events 
and hosting all of us in Texas during this year’s 
National Convention. Their hard work, attention 
to detail, and dedication towards making this the 
best convention really spearheaded an incredi-
ble week of camaraderie, business accomplish-

NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF EVENTS
ROB BROOKS, USMC (RET).

Continued on next page
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ment and celebration. I can’t wait to 
start working on next year’s conven-
tion. 

Now that we have all made it 
home, it’s time to start focusing on 
division and department events. 
Over the past several months I have 
had several requests for events to be 
listed in the mobile app, but I know 
there are a lot more out there that 
should be promoted in the app. Our 
mobile app is a great tool to not only 
broadcast to the League how awe-
some your event is going to be, but 
to also aid your members in prepar-
ing for, and navigating through the 
conference, convention, etc. Hope-
fully everyone was able to see what 
the app can provide with schedules, 
listed speakers, exhibitors, import-
ant links, and the like while attend-
ing National Convention. These are 
some of the things I want to be able 
to do for you during your events so 

please contact me and let’s see what 
we can create for you.

As we approach November 10th 
and our amazing 250th anniver-
sary, I’m reflecting on the past year 
and the successes the MCL has had, 
and I’m already starting to plan for 
2026. Our Mid-Winter Conference is 
coming fast and during the confer-
ence we are planning an outing to 
the National Museum of the Marine 
Corps. What better way is there to 
kick-off the Mid-Winter Conference 
while also celebrating the 250th 
birthday of our great nation than to 
spend a day entrenched in the rich 
history of with the Marine Corps 
appreciating how the Corps shaped 
the history of our country? I hope 
to see all of you at the Mid-Winter 
Conference in February, and I hope 
to get even more email requests for 
mobile app event listings. Semper Fi!

Without Diversity 
MARINES: Our current military reflects our cit-
izenry. They have come to the aid of people all over 
the world and many have died for our nation.

If the Marine Corps League had no diversity—
meaning everyone came from the same race, gender, 
culture, background, or way of thinking, it would have 
serious consequences for effectiveness, resilience, 
and legitimacy of the organization. The MCL would 
not reflect the look of our current military. 

Diversity is the presence and coexistence of differ-
ent characteristics, forms, ideas, cultures, or perspec-
tives in the same environment. We’ve come a long way 
from being a non-diverse nation. Today, we see people 
of different cultures, languages, and traditions contrib-
uting to our shared identity, strengthening the fabric 
of our society. If diversity is absent by exclusion (e.g., 
women or minorities barred), it fosters resentment and 
undermines unity. True progress and harmony come 
from embracing diversity, as it enriches our connections and strength-
ens the fabric of our shared existence.

The MCL has traditionally drawn members from Marines, the 

FMF Corp, and their families. Its recent growth can 
be attributed in part to embracing diversity and inclu-
sion—welcoming veterans and supporters of differ-
ent backgrounds, cultures, genders, and generations. 
By recognizing the changing face of the Marine Corps 
and its veterans, the MCL can attract younger mem-
bers, women Marines, and Marines from a wide range 
of ethnic and cultural backgrounds. When different 
voices and experiences come together, the spirit 
of brotherhood and sisterhood grows deeper and 

more resilient. The League remains rooted in Sem-
per Fidelis, but it grows stronger by ensuring every 
Marine and supporter feels represented. A non-di-
verse MCL would be less effective, less adaptable, and 
less trusted. We are a diverse nation. Our membership 
should look like the nation we live in, and it does. The 
Marine Corps League stands strong because of the 
diversity of its members. Marines from every back-

ground, culture, and walk of life come together under one banner of 
service, honor, and brotherhood/sisterhood. Our differences make us 
stronger, and our shared values keep us united.  Semper Fi!

NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Continued from previous page



Now you can wear your respect for the Marine Corps with the “Salute 
to the USMC” Men’s Canvas Jacket. Relaxed yet rugged, this comfortable 
jacket is crafted of 100% cotton khaki canvas with a soft quilted lining 
and fully embroidered details. On the back are an embroidered 
Eagle Globe and Anchor emblem, plus the motto “SEMPER FIDELIS” 
and “USMC EST. 1775”; on the front is the embroidered word 
“MARINES” with the USMC emblem on the pocket flap. A full-color 
embroidered American flag is proudly displayed on the left sleeve. 
Thoughtful details include 2 chest pockets with snap closures, 2 slip 
hip pockets, ribbed hem, a hood lined with soft black fleece, 

and a full front zipper. This jacket is available in 5 men’s sizes from M-XXXL, 
so you’re sure to find a fit that’s perfect for you. Imported.

AN OUTSTANDING VALUE NOT AVAILABLE IN STORES
Each of� cially licensed “Salute to the USMC” Men’s Canvas Jacket is 
available in 5 men’s sizes (M to XXXL) for just $149.99*, payable 
in 4 interest-free installments of $37.49, and backed by our 30-day 
full-money-back guarantee. (Sizes XXL-XXXL, add $10.) To reserve 
a jacket in your name, send no money now. Just � ll out and return 
your Priority Reservation today!
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT, MCL AUXILIARY
DOTTY SANNING 	 NATIONALMCLA.ORG

MARINES: What a convention to remember! 
The 2025 National Convention in Texas was truly 
unforgettable. Heartfelt thanks go to everyone 
who worked tirelessly to ensure every detail was in 
place—supporting both business and the fellowship 
that made the event so memorable.

The Auxiliary’s strong presence at morning col-
ors each day was a point of pride, including those 
observing from the balcony. This tradition pro-
vided a dignified start to our 
sessions, reflecting unity, 
respect, and devotion to our 
nation. Special appreciation 
goes to the color guard team, 
whose professionalism and 
precision set a fitting tone for 
the day.

As I begin a second term as 
national president, I am hon-
ored to advance the import-
ant work already underway. 
Key projects for the coming 
year include continuing the 
reformatting of the bylaws 
and administrative proce-
dures to make them clearer 
and more concise, as well as 
completing the long-awaited 
website update. I am grate-
ful for the progress made so far and look forward to 
meeting these goals. To the many dedicated women 
assuming new leadership roles, I extend my best 
wishes for success.

This year’s convention also brought significant 
moments for the Auxiliary family. We were proud 

to initiate a new member from Indiana and to sign 
a charter establishing the Muskegon MCLA Unit in 
Michigan. Equally meaningful was welcoming Aux-
iliary sisters from the Marine Corps League into our 
meetings—a reminder that, whether League or Aux-
iliary, we are united by a shared mission and lasting 
friendships.

The convention was further distinguished by 
celebrating the 250th anniversary of the United 

States Marine Corps. I trust 
everyone enjoyed the ways 
the Auxiliary commemo-
rated this historic milestone 
throughout the week, and 
now our focus turns to cele-
brating it divisions, depart-
ments, and units/detach-
ments nationwide. Looking 
ahead, the Auxiliary will par-
ticipate in Veterans Day cere-
monies, with proud represen-
tation at Arlington National 
Cemetery and the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier.

As members return to local 
meetings, I hope the knowl-
edge gained will be shared 

widely and that connections forged in Texas will con-
tinue to strengthen our organizations. The National 
Convention was a powerful reminder that wherever 
we gather, we remain part of something greater: a 
family built upon service, camaraderie, and stead-
fast support.  Semper Fi!

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY
NATIONAL PRESIDENT

 Dotty Sanning

National Sr. VP
Mary Brief

National Jr. VP
Darlene MacCubbin

National Judge Advocate
Donna Rae Smith
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A Convention to Remember: Strengthening Unity and Devotion
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ROLL CALL
AROUND THE LEAGUE

Gary Sinise and Dep. of Ohio Commandant Kevin D. Keller 
at the June 20, 2025 Dayton Air Show. Kevin was asked 
by Dayton Access Television (a non-for-profit station) to 
interview Sinise along with four other local TV channels.
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MARINES: First of all, 
I would like to extend 
my sincere appreciation 
for all Marines and Dogs 
who have shown me 
support after disclosing 
my cancer diagnosis. 
Hopefully by the time 
this article is posted my 
treatments will be com-
pleted and I am on my 
way to recovery. 

Thank you to the 
Department of Texas 
and the Texas pack for 
the outstanding con-
vention held at DFW in Grapevine, Texas. 
The Order donated 100,000 big bones to the 
Cook Children’s Medical Foundation of Dallas 
that will be used for a medical transport van. 

We also donated 10,000 
big bones to Operation 
Kindness of Carrollton, 
TX for medical service 
support and food for 
their shelter. 

The Order would like 
to welcome the 91 new 
Pedigree Devil Dogs that 
were advanced during 
convention week. During 
the Supreme Growl of 
the Kennel, I was nomi-
nated and re-elected as 
the 61st Chief Devil Dog. 

I appreciate the support of all those who stood 
behind me, and I promise to keep the welfare 
of The Order at the forefront of my mission.

It’s an honor to be a Devil Dog! Semper Fi!

CHIEF DEVIL DOG
JEFFREY JONES, 61ST CHIEF DEVIL DOG													                    MODDKENNEL.ORG

Growl Recap

Morning colors.
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CHIEF DEVIL DOG
JEFFREY JONES, 61ST CHIEF DEVIL DOG													                    MODDKENNEL.ORG

Above, 91 initiates 
with their handlers.

Left, Swearing-in 
by 52nd Past Chief 
Laurel Hull.
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Honoring 250 Years of Marine Corps Legacy 
MARINES: I want to wish every Marine a happy 250th birth-
day! Wherever you may be, whether at a formal event or on 
active duty in a hooch somewhere, I raise my glass and toast with 
you all! This is truly a special occasion for our Marine Corps!

With the National Convention behind us (thank you, Depart-
ment of Texas for an outstanding time), and having been given 
the honor to serve as your national judge advocate for a second 
term, the National Bylaws and Administrative Procedures have 
been updated and published for everyone to download on the 
National website. All of the proposals that were accepted by 
the membership will help make us more efficient and modern. I 
encourage every department to review the 2025 updates and get 
them incorporated into your bylaws and sent to me for approval. 
The Department Judge Advocates have been doing a great job 
getting caught up with their bylaws. Now is the time to get into 
a rhythm of maintaining them. Even if your department bylaws 
don’t need updating for the current year, sending me an email 
stating exactly that tells me that your department is actively 
reviewing them.

As I work into my second year, I 
have gotten rid of all the physical 
paperwork I’ve acquired over the 
past year which (can takes up valu-
able floor and closet space) and 
have gone 100% digital with every-
thing. This is something I encourage 
all of you to do. Having an online 
Sharepoint, Dropbox, or other simi-
lar account makes storing, viewing, 
and sharing files very easy. It’s also 

always accessible wherever you go.
Again, I want to thank the membership for giving me the oppor-

tunity to serve as your national judge advocate for a second term. 
It’s truly an honor to assist you with your administrative needs.
Enjoy the upcoming holidays with your family and friends, and, 
as always, let’s keep our overseas Marines and all our military 
brothers and sisters in our thoughts and prayers. Take care of 
yourselves and each other! Semper Fi!

NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATE
BRUCE RAKFELDT

Let’s Make the YPF Work
MARINES: We have completed our National Convention and 
I want to thank the Department of Texas for their gracious hos-
pitality. Now we are all looking forward to next year in Indianap-
olis.

Prior to initiating development activities next year, a thorough 
assessment of past achievements will be undertaken.  During my 
tour as your commandant, we were able to introduce programs 
which help our Marines. 

HAMSAL, Help A Marine Save A Life. Brian Gillespe conceived 
this program and travels the country implementing it. What has 
greater power? This program saves lives. You may want to invite 
Brian to your conferences.

Tracking our support hours in all of our programs through the 
official VAVS, Veterans Administration Volunteer Services. We 
do so much good and we need others to know this. When we go 
to Congress looking for support, we can present to them what we 
have done to bolster our standing with them. This is significant.

We finally have official members certified to process your 
disability claims with the VA. This is a major accomplishment. 
Certain eligible individuals may lack awareness regarding the 
procedures for submitting a VA disability claim. When presented 
with this idea, our COO Bob Borka jumped into this program full 
bore. Because of Bob, this program is running well and growing. 

Please take full advantage of it. Most 
are unfiled. You may possess a valid 
claim, or there is potential for your 
claim to be upgraded. Take advantage 
of your membership. We are here to 
serve you at no cost.

Now there is one program that 
I reintroduced to our membership 
that needs more of your support. The 
Youth Physical Fitness program, YPF. 
Sean Patton has been working tire-

lessly to reestablish this program. The program reaches out to 
schools to provide a physical fitness competition program for all 
ages. The youth of today are in dire need of such a program. Pres-
ident Trump’s administration too has recognized this need and 
has issued a call for physical fitness programs to become more 
prevenient in our schools. As such, school systems will be seek-
ing programs such as our YPF program. With your help we can 
expand the YPF more so as to help our youth. We inform mem-
bers of our program delivery capability. Reach out to Sean and he 
will be more than happy to support your efforts.
Happy birthday Marines in all of your 250th birthday celebra-
tions. Semper Fi!

JUNIOR PAST NATIONAL COMMANDANT
WARREN “GRIFF” GRIFFIN
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Continue to March
MARINES: I am so honored to be given the opportunity to 
serve our League for another year. It was an incredible National 
Convention in Grapevine, Texas and one of the best conventions I 
have attended. Each convention lifts the bar a little higher for the 
next hosting detachment/department to strive toward.  This year 
was no exception. To my knowledge, this year’s convention was 
the first to be kicked off with a non-denominational chapel ser-
vice on the Sunday preceding the official start of the convention. 
It was a true honor to have the 21st Chaplain of the Marine Corps, 
Rear Adm. Carey Cash lead the service. The event received over-
whelming positive responses and many requests throughout the 
week that we continue holding the chapel service for those who 
are away from their home services on Sunday at future conven-
tions. Additionally, I just don’t have the words to express how 
wonderful the banquet and tour at the Medal of Honor Museum 
was. Marine/Soldier Ty Carter, Medal of Honor recipient, was our 
amazing speaker for the evening. Bravo Zulu Brother!!

Now that our convention is in the rear-view and the holidays 
are ahead, we need to continue to look after our brothers and sis-
ters for which this can be a very hard time of year. As we continue 
to grow our VSO/CDCE programs, these can be a catalyst to help 
us connect with fellow veterans that are not yet connected to the 

MCL, (or any veteran organization, for 
that matter.)  We can help them redis-
cover the belongingness found in being 
part of a tribe and hopefully overcome 
the demons of the unseen injuries that 
might otherwise lead them to make 
some very final decisions.

Lastly, during this holiday season, we 
also have the opportunities of bringing 
smiles to the faces of less fortunate 
children across our country through 

our efforts with Toys for Tots. As a former recipient and one of 
Santa’s “little” helpers, I can say that the only feeling greater 
than seeing the tears of appreciation and getting a hug from a 
parent/guardian when they are handed a bag of toys after they 
had almost given up hope, is seeing a child climb up on Santa’s 
lap and hearing them squeal with joy as they get a shiny new toy 
while tears of appreciation run down their parents’ face.

As we march together into the year, remember to lift one 
another up, to help those less fortunate than yourself, and keep 
striving to BE the type of MCL member you wish there were 
twenty more of in your detachment. Semper Fi!

NATIONAL SR. VICE COMMANDANT
RUSS MILLER

Strength, Connection, and a Beacon of Light
MARINES: Growth does not come from winning, but from 
struggling. Our struggles are what develop our strengths. When 
tough times arise and you choose not to quit, that is where you find 
strength. Beyond that, the courage to break old patterns and the 
discipline to build new ones are essential for progress. While we 
must preserve our traditions, we also need to adapt to the times. 
Sometimes, stepping out of your comfort zone is the only way to 
invite new opportunities. I also believe that it’s all about timing 
and networking.

There was a profound connection between the National Conven-
tion and Marine Week Boston this past August. We must continue 
to network, meet new friends, and build stronger relationships 
across the country. At the National Convention, I had the pleasure 
of meeting Marine Parks. I’m grateful for his strategic thinking and 
for sharing an idea about how we can better bring the Marine Corps 
and the League together. Marine Parks provided information about 
the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, a project he’s 
working on with a Marine reserve unit in his area. 

This brings me to Marine Week in Boston, where I had the oppor-
tunity to meet the lieutenant colonel who serves as the battalion 
commander of 1st Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment out of Fort 
Devens and the major who is the commanding officer, Recruiting 
Station Boston, Marine Corps Recruiting New England. In conver-

sation, we all want to strengthen the 
relationship between the two organiza-
tions. I look forward to reporting back 
in my next article.

Finally, I’d like to mention a truly 
honorable individual who brings a tre-
mendous amount of energy, encourage-
ment, pride, and honor to everything he 
does. At the closing ceremony for Marine 
Week in Boston, the guest of honor was 
Massachusetts State Rep. Steven Xiar-

hos, a Gold Star Parent. His son, Marine Nickolas Xiarhos, was killed 
by a roadside bomb on July 23, 2009, in Helmand Province, Afghan-
istan. Rep. Xiarhos gave an emotional speech about his son, for his 
love for the Marines, the League, and the Young Marines. Marines 
from all over the country were present, including the 8th & I Silent 
Drill Platoon and the Quantico Marine Corps Band.

To grow, just as those before us, we must be a beacon of light 
illuminating a veteran’s path when needed. We should strive to be 
known for both our intelligence and our kindness, because that is 
the combination that allows us to not only climb ourselves, but to 
reach back and pull others up with us. Growth is a choice, and each 
day is an opportunity to try again. Semper Fi!

NATIONAL JR. VICE COMMANDANT
DAVID PORTER
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Young Marines of the Marine Corps League
MARINES: I was extremely proud of the group of Young Marines 
that provided a Color Guard for the opening ceremony of our National 
Convention in Dallas. Those four Young Marines, from the Tarrant 
County and Denton County Young Marines, performed outstandingly.

The YM headquarters was at the Convention site all week for the 
MCL. Patricia Borka (director of administration) had a YM booth set 
up every day of the convention and was able to answer questions from 
prospective MCL detachments that may be considering starting a 
YM unit. She was assisted all week by Christine Colacion-Zuniga, unit 
commander of the Denton County Young Marines. They assisted those 
MCL members already supporting or operating a YM unit.  Kudos to 
them both for their dedication and enthusiasm for the YM program.

We were fortunate to have the YM National Executive Director/
CEO William “Bill” Davis speak during our Friday morning session. He 
just returned from Arizonia where he spent a few days with YMs and 
“Code Talkers’ from WWII.  At the Banquet on Friday night, Bill again 
made a great speech and reinforced the relationship with the YMs 
and the MCL. He also introduced the 2025 National Young Marine of 
the Year, YM Sgt. Maj. Chingiz Bahadur from Washington, DC. Chin-
giz made an outstanding speech to those in attendance. He was 10 
years old when first introduced to the YM program. He had just immi-
grated from Azerbaijan, and as soon as he walked into the drill deck 

at Col. Wesley Fox Young Marines, every-
one was so welcoming to him, he felt like 
he belonged. After a few more drills, he 
knew YM was exactly where he wanted 
to be and what he wanted to do.

Bahadur is an honor graduate from his 
senior leadership school and received his 
Meritorious Service Award on the division 
level. He has had three perfect PFTs and 
earned his Distinguished Order of Merit 
Award through a project that helped 

YMHQ hold a public affairs course in 2024. Outside of YM, Chingiz 
attends Thomas Jefferson High School for Science & Technology, where 
he takes part in varsity football and wrestling. Following high school, he 
plans to attend the Naval Academy and become a Navy SEAL. A great 
role model for our younger YMs to emulate.

This year’s National Convention was all about the League, but the 
YM’s headquarters staff, YM color guard, and three members of the 
YM board of directors were there to solidify and reinforce the rela-
tionship between the YMs and the MCL. Remember, we should all 
stand ready to help the YMs in their core values in leadership, team-
work, and discipline. Afterall, it is what we stand for. Semper Fi!

YOUNG MARINES LIAISON
JOHNNY BAKER

Young Marines Update from Col. Bill Davis
MARINES: I know it was a fast meet up 
at the National Convention, but I’m so glad 
I got to engage with as many of you as able. 
Congratulations to TJ Morgan, Russ Miller, 
Dave Porter, and Bruce Rakfeldt for con-
tinuing their service to the MCL for another 
year. We are blessed to have such solid rela-
tions with MCL Leadership and my thanks 
all MCL Members and Associates for their 
continued service to the League, our Nation, and the Young Marines. 

We were excited to announce our new National Awardees of the 
Year. You all had a chance to meet our new National Young Marine of 
the Year, YM/Sgt. Maj. Chingiz Bahadur from Virginia. He shared his 
amazing story in the last Semper Fi magazine and spoke with many 
of you at Mid-Winter Conference and the summer Convention. Our 
National Adult Volunteer of the year is one of your own, Dan Her-
rington from Minnesota. The unit of the year is Albany Young Marines 
from Albany, GA. Albany YM enjoys solid support from the MCL, the 
Marine Logistics Base, and other community groups. 

I am amazed to report I have now completed 10 years at the helm 
of the Young Marines. Over the last decade we have overcome COVID, 
two years without program funding, and many other challenges. I 

am proud to report significant progress in 
improving our programs and our support to 
American youth. A few highlights:

▪ Upgraded leadership school programs 
and expanded participation

▪ Expanded eligibility for Young Marine of 
the year at every level

▪ Received clean audits and top ratings 
from all three major independent nonprofit 

review organizations for the last five years
▪ Increased social media presence by 500% (more in some areas) 

and gained tremendous national exposure for our YMs
▪ Restructured staff and field organizational structure to improve 

support to units
We had a robust slate of summer programs, leadership schools, 

camps and other adventures to engage our Young Marines. Our chal-
lenge continues to be the funding support for the program. We appre-
ciate the outreach by the MCL in engaging elected officials and others 
on our behalf. We are an extremely cost-effective program achieving 
the highest nonprofit ratings. At $4M we are a bargain for the Amer-
ican public and a tremendous return on investment. Please keep 
pushing, our mission is more important now than ever. Semper Fi!

YOUNG MARINES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
COL BILL DAVIS, USMC (RET)     CEO/NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, YOUNG MARINES
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Maintain Contact 
with Members 

MARINES: Following up with members 
after they join is one of the best ways to 
retain members, yet, it’s can be one of the 
hardest things to do. If you’re in a detach-
ment that only contacts you when it’s time 
to pay dues, you know the feeling. 
How do we stay in contact with our mem-
bership? If you’re a really small detach-
ment, it’s possible for the commandant to 
contact everyone and check on them. That 
becomes more and more difficult to do as a 
detachment grows. Here are a few tips I’ve 
picked up from others:

The value of the phone call cannot 
be overstated. Everyone appreciates a 
“how are you” call that doesn’t involve a 
request for something. Concentrate on 
the members that don’t come to meetings 
first. Divide your phone list into groups by 
sponsor, if you have sponsors or mentors, 

or ask for volunteers to divide a phone list up amongst them-
selves. After introductions, find out how the member is doing, 
what needs they may have, and invite them to a meeting. If they 
can’t make a meeting, ask what they’d like the rest of the group 
to know. Member welfare checks are one of the most basic ele-
ments of our mission. It doesn’t have to be a long call to have a 
big impact.

In between calls, members must stay engaged with the detach-
ment. Every member should be emailed a copy of the minutes 
prior to the next meeting to keep them informed of happenings. 
An agenda for the upcoming meeting is advisable and should go 
out with the minutes.  Members who know what is going to be 
discussed at the meeting will be more engaged and more likely 
to participate. If there’s a newsletter, email that out midway 
between meetings. An occasional email from the commandant, 
chaplain, or any other elected officer can fill in the time between 
meetings, too. Every member needs to know there is someone 
they can turn to in a time of need. 

Maintaining contact with the membership increases reten-
tion for dues-paying members, gives an opportunity to remind 
members of their annual dues, simplifies the annual life member 
audit, and improves the fellowship of the members. Members 
might be a little more open to reach out for help and less open 
to dark mindsets. If you want to make a difference, this is a good 
start.  Semper Fi!

Division Website: mclcentdiv.org

What Position is Next? 
Moving Onward and Upward!

MARINES: Now Hear This
Thank you for electing me as your next 
national vice commandant of the Mideast 
division. 

I want to thank the following Mideast 
division Marines for sharing their lead-
ership skills/knowledge with me: PNVC 
Mike McLain, PNVC Bruce Rakfeldt, PNVC 
Roger Ware, and PNVC Rick Thomason.

I ran for the position of national vice 
commandant of the Mideast division to 
continue making a positive difference in 
the MCL, as I believe I have done from day 
one since joining in 2007.

One of the tenets of the League is 
encouraging Marines to accept detach-
ment leadership positions, both elected 
and appointed. Marines are encouraged to 
move up in the leadership positions, pass-
ing along knowledge gained and accquir-

ing new knowledge for the betterment of the MCL. This should 
also be the case at the department, division and national levels 
of leadership.

New leadership brings new ideas and, hopefully, new and 
younger Marine leaders. The upward movement of Marines into 
leadership situations will help to preserve and advance the MCL 
well into the 21st century.

As Marines serve in various leadership positions within their 
detachments and departments, they will gain more knowledge 
and skill. This will lead to more engaged Marines, directly bene-
fiting the League.

The MCL has provided many tools to assist and enable Marines 
in their desire to pursue leadership positions at all levels of the 
organization. I think the MCL Library offers a wealth of infor-
mation (www.mcleaguelibrary.org) I encourage all members to 
review all links on the site. The MCL Library also has a members 
only page  which has more membership -specific information 
such as corporate documents (National Bylaws, National Admin-
istrative Procedures, Guidebook for Detachments and Officers), 
Training (professional development), National Judge Advocate 
Rulings, National Business Meeting Minutes, Awards and Cita-
tions, etc.

I encourage all Marines to take on elected and appointed posi-
tions within their detachments and start, or carry-on, moving 
up in the MCL leadership ladder as the gain the knowledge and 
experience that is so vital to our League. 

Marines “Ductus Exemplo” (lead by example)! Semper Fi!

Division Website: mclmideast.com

Dave Englert 
NVC, Central 

Division

Frank Mathers
NVC, Mideast 

Division
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Happy Birthday, Marine! 
A Convention to Remember

MARINES:  I’m writing this just a 
few days after returning from the 2025 
National Convention held at the Hyatt 
Regency DFW Airport. For those who were 
there, you know why I smile when I say “air-
port.” The hotel sits right alongside Termi-
nal C, and with the construction outside, 
simply getting off the property for din-
ner felt like an operation in itself. But, as 
Marines always do, we adapted and over-
came.

The convention is more than business—
it’s the one time each year we gather as a 
League to handle important matters like 
budgets, bylaws, and committee plan-
ning. But for me, the real reward is being 
in a room full of Marines and reconnecting 
with friends I don’t get to see often. There’s 
nothing quite like swapping stories, shar-
ing successes, and simply enjoying the 

company of those who wear or once wore the Eagle, Globe, and 
Anchor.

The Midwest division was well represented at the convention 
with six departments having at least one delegate in attendance. 
Hopefully a North Dakota representative will be able to attend 
next year’s convention in Indianapolis. Thank you to those who 
were able to attend our mini meeting on Thursday to discuss a 
few division issues. 

I’m fortunate, as a national vice commandant, to sit up front 
during the sessions. From there, I could see and hear everything 
clearly. I know some in the back struggled, so my advice is simple: 
sit closer. It’s easier to stay engaged, and as a speaker myself, I 
can tell you there’s nothing better than being able to make eye 
contact with your audience.

This year also reminded me how important leadership tran-
sitions are. Four national vice commandants, Rick Thomason, 
Mike Flynn, Jerry Holt, and Randy Rigg, finished their service on 
the board. Each of them gave their time, energy, and wisdom to 
strengthen the League. Their example is a reminder that we all 
need to be thinking about succession—who will carry the torch 
in our detachments, departments, and divisions. Strong leader-
ship doesn’t just happen; it grows when we nurture it.

As I write this, the 250th birthday of our Marine Corps is just 
around the corner. Whether you’re attending a ball, gathering 
with your detachment, or simply calling a buddy, take time to say, 
“Happy birthday, Marine.” We’ve all earned it, and we all deserve 
it. Semper Fi!

Division Website: midwestdivisionmarinecorpsleague.org

2025 National 
Convention — Texas 
MARINES: For those who attended the National Convention, I 
hope your travels home were smooth. I had the privilege of being 

there — and what a fantastic week it was. 
I’ll admit, I had a few concerns going in. 

Airports, logistics — the unknowns. But I 
tip my cover to the Department of Texas. 
They delivered an outstanding event. Every 
detail was handled with precision. I’m sure 
there were some challenges behind the 
scenes, but everything felt well-planned 
and seamless. The after-hours events, 
especially the Medal of Honor dinner, were 
powerful and memorable. Hats off to Texas 
for hosting an exceptional convention. 

But beyond the schedule and cer-
emonies, the real takeaway was the 
camaraderie. The laughter, the conversa-
tions, the stories shared. That’s what the 
League is all about. I spoke with a Marine 
from New England who ran into someone 
he had recruited over 20 years ago. That’s 
the magic of what we do — reconnecting, 

sharing, and strengthening bonds. 
It also made me reflect: Why is it so easy to talk with each other 

at convention? We’re all Marines. We’ve worn the same uniform, 
lived the same values, and now we’re part of this League. That 
shared identity makes it easy to strike up a conversation, even 
with someone we’ve never met. 

But why stop at convention? There are Marines everywhere — 
in stores, restaurants, airports — who may be looking for exactly 
what we have: connection, belonging, and purpose. Many have 
never heard of the League, but would join if simply invited. 

Each of us has the power to grow this organization. If every 
member brought in just one new Marine, we’d double our num-
bers. And more importantly, we’d give those Marines a team 
again. A place to belong. A tribe. 

Let’s carry the spirit of the convention with us. Let’s be the 
hand that reaches out, the voice that invites, and the reason 
another Marine finds their way home. Semper Fi!

Division Website: mclnedivision.com

Pat Maguire
NVC, New 

England Division

Jim Maevers
NVC, Midwest 

Division
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Building Tomorrow’s 
League Through 
Purposeful Engagement

MARINES: Over the past several quar-
ters we’ve discussed membership, leader-
ship development, and the essential role 
of mentorship in securing the future of the 
MCL. Each of these is critical, but none of 
them can stand alone. The true challenge 
before us is weaving them together into 
a culture of purposeful engagement that 
sustains not only our numbers, but also 
our spirit.

Membership is the foundation. With-
out new Marines joining our ranks, there’s 
no organization to lead. Yet we know 
that simply signing a new member is not 
enough. If we do not provide them with a 
sense of belonging, their membership card 
becomes little more than a piece of paper. 
That is why engagement must begin imme-
diately. A new member should feel val-
ued, welcomed, and needed from the first 

meeting forward. This is our responsibility.
Leadership development is the next step. The League cannot 

thrive if only a handful of members carry the burden of respon-
sibility. Every Marine brings leadership potential, but it must be 
nurtured, practiced, and recognized. Leadership schools, work-
shops, and shared experiences provide the framework. More 
importantly, opportunities must be created at the detachment 
level where members can lead, fail safely, learn, and grow. Devel-
opment is not a single course; it is a continuous process of shap-
ing tomorrow’s leaders today.

Mentorship ties all of this together. Membership gives us num-
bers. Leadership development gives us skills. Mentorship gives 
us continuity. It ensures that knowledge, traditions, and values 
are carried forward. When an experienced Marine takes the time 
to guide a new member, to listen, to encourage, and to coach, the 
League becomes more than an association—it becomes a broth-
erhood and sisterhood bound by trust and fidelity.

Purposeful engagement means making a conscious choice to 
invest in one another. It means resisting the temptation to “do it 
all ourselves” and instead giving others the chance to step up. It 
means remembering that our mission is not just to preserve the 
League, but to empower Marines—past, present, and future—to 
live out our motto of Semper Fidelis.

If we commit to purposeful engagement—building member-
ship, fostering leadership, and embracing mentorship—we will 
not simply endure. We will thrive. Semper Fi!

Division Website: nedmcl.org

The Unspoked  
Attribute 

The following is from the outgoing NVC, 
Northwest Division Michael Flynn:

MARINES: As with all things, my time 
as a National Vice Commandant has come 
to an end. After 20 years as a member of 
the League, I do believe we have one of the 
best board of trustees and national officers 
the League has seen in its history. To build 
on that, the level of involvement from our 
past national commandants continues to 
enrich us with their respective contribu-
tions.

The one attribute I see and admire in 
our ranks more than anything else is how 
willing our members are to help others. I 
don’t mean large fundraising campaigns or 
assisting any service member through the 
V.A. system, although these are a part of 
it. Think about how many times a member 

experiencing an issue and is helped by another member without 
hesitation. The number of times we pick up members to attend 
our meetings because they can no longer drive. The countless 
times someone has needed a home repair, and someone steps up 
and says, “I can help you with that.” I can give thousands of exam-
ples and all of them would speak to this very attribute.

Humility is seen as a rare attribute. We don’t speak of it, even 
though we witness it often. You don’t see it discussed much in 
business books or in the halls of government. It’s often portrayed 
as a deficiency. Humility does not mean weakness or thinking 
you are unworthy. It’s not about lack of confidence. 

Humility is simply thinking about others more than thinking 
about yourself. Our strength by being Marines also gives us the 
courage to say to someone else, “I can help you.” It’s reflected in 
our ability to recognize that the needs of others may outweigh 
our own needs. Humility is a sign of personal strength. Some say 
it’s a sign of freedom. A humble leader listens to others. They sur-
round themselves with the best people they can. They recognize 
people’s individual gifts and then learn from them.

We should be proud of our individual accomplishments. But, 
pay attention to the individual quietly helping without any desire 
of recognition. That’s someone we can learn from. Someone we 
want on our team. Someone showing leadership. Someone hum-
ble through their strengths. This is who I see in my League. It’s 
where my true pride in the League and being a Marine comes 
from. Thank you for all you have taught me!  Semper Fi!

Division Website: mcl-nwdiv.org  

Skip Nakashima
NVC, Northwest 

DivisionRobert Ziltz
NVC, Northeast 

Division

DIVISION REPORTS



O N C E  A  M A R I N E ,  A LWA Y S  A  M A R I N E

You protect us, so we protect you!

Navy Mutual has been offering life insurance to servicemembers and their 
families since 1879. Our products feature no active duty service restrictions or 
aviation clauses so you can rest assured your loved ones are protected no matter 
where your service takes you.

Visit NavyMutual.org/Quote to get a quote and apply online. 
Or call us at 800-628-6011.

Available to all military branches!

Active Duty / Reserve / Retirees / Veterans / Spouses and Children

Honorably discharged veterans must reside in Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, 
Maryland, North Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas, or Virginia.

Photo courtesy of the United States Department of Defense. The DOD does not endorse any 
company or their products or services.

ROLL CALL
AROUND THE LEAGUE

Dep. of Ohio, Central 
Division MCL 
present awards to 
the Miami Valley 
Young Marine 
in Troy, Ohio on 
July 3, 2025. Dep. 
of Ohio officers 
present: Young 
Marine Liaison 
Stan Williams, 
SVC Shannon 
Nichols, and Dep. 
Commandant 
Kevin D. Keller.
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The Marine Corps League: 
A Veteran Organization of 
Lasting Community Value

MARINES: Veterans return home carry-
ing not only the discipline, commitment, and 
teamwork learned in uniform, but also a deep 
desire to continue serving. The Marine Corps 
League, chartered by Congress in 1937, pro-
vides Marines and their families with a place to 
fulfill that mission in civilian life. Far more than 
a fraternal gathering, the League is a vital com-
munity partner, offering service, leadership, 
and support where it is most needed.
A Bridge Between Veterans 
and Community Needs

The Marine Corps League channels 
the Marine philosophy of “Semper Fidelis 
– Always Faithful” into meaningful local 
impact. Communities benefit directly from 
League programs such as:

▪ Youth Mentorship and Scholarships: 
Supporting students through scholarships, 
mentorship, and involvement in programs 
like Young Marines or JROTC.

▪ Veteran Assistance: Providing guidance to veterans navigating 
benefits, health care, and resources, ensuring no Marine is left behind.

▪ Family and Survivor Support: Offering comfort, assistance, 
and fellowship to families of deployed service members and Gold 
Star families.
Answering the Call in Times of Need

The MCL plays a critical role in mobilizing when the commu-
nity faces hardship. Whether it is coordinating relief efforts after 
natural disasters, volunteering at V.A. hospitals, or raising funds 
for Toys for Tots, Marines continue to serve where help is needed 
most. Their presence brings reassurance that reliable, disciplined, 
and dedicated individuals are ready to step in.
Preserving Patriotism and Honor

Through ceremonies, parades, funeral honors, and educational 
outreach, the MCL keeps alive the traditions of service and sacri-
fice. By participating in civic events, the League not only honors 
veterans but also instills respect for patriotism and history among 
younger generations.
A Lasting Value

Communities thrive when they have strong partners dedicated to 
service. The MCL’s value lies not only in supporting Marines but in 
its steady commitment to the well-being of the entire community. 
From mentorship and aid to remembrance and relief, the League 
embodies the Marine spirit long after active service ends.

Once a Marine, always a Marine. In every act, large or small, the 
MCL reminds us that veterans are not just former service members, 
they remain pillars of strength, integrity, and service within their 
communities. Semper Fi!

Division Website: seddiv.org

League 
Business

MARINES: Marines and associate 
members of the Rocky Mountain Division. 
Having just returned from the National 
Convention in the Dallas Fort Worth area. 
First, I would like to thank you the Marines 
and associate members for the outstand-
ing job the did hosting this year’s National 
Convention. They provided a Texas style 
barbecue and the food was awesome. For 
those that wanted, Monday night they 
have prepared an amazing time at the 
Medal of Honor Museum for us. There 
was a very tasty dinner and a night with 
Medal of Honor awardee Ty Carter. He is an 
amazing young man and his talk was very 
informative. There was a lot of renewing 
of friendships as well as the making of new 
friends.

Now down to the business of the MCL. At 
the National Convention, all the national 
elected officers were reelected to another 

term. We must continue to march and abide by the bylaws set 
before us. This means we need to ensure we are conducting the 
business of the detachment in accordance with the national 
bylaws. I am asking all detachment commandants to ensure they 
are filing their state incorporation paperwork as well as their 
990N (EIN) paperwork. I am also asking that each detachment 
commandant ensure their record of installation is completed 
and forwarded to their departments and national headquarters. 

As we move closer to the later part of the year, if your detach-
ment is going to lead or support a Toys for Tots program, ensure 
you are filling the correct paperwork. Ensure this is reported to 
the League’s national Toys for Tots coordinator. The Toys for Tots 
Foundation is reporting that the MCL provides a third of all the 
toys collection. That is outstanding as MCL is stepping up and 
showing all what we can do. 

In closing, let’s all look to the future and ask ourselves what we 
can do to make this great organization succeed and develop into 
a model that all veteran organizations would like to follow after.  
Semper Fi!

Division Website: rockymountainmcldiv.org

Tom Krueger
NVC, Rocky 

Mountain  
Division

Ronnie Broussard
NVC,  

Southeast 
Division
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The Right Tool for the Job
Using the Right Leadership Approach to Accomplish the Mission.

MARINES: Leadership is essential to 
accomplishing the mission, but it’s not a 
one-size-fits-all approach. There are many 
ways to lead, and they vary greatly across 
a wide spectrum of styles. When we fail 
to achieve our objectives, one of the ques-
tions we must ask ourselves, though it 
might hurt our pride, is whether our lead-
ership was at fault.

Adaptability in leadership is not about 
changing who you are, it’s about choos-
ing the right tool for the job. A mechanic 
doesn’t use a single wrench for every repair. 
In the same way, a leader must be willing to 
adjust their approach to reach and inspire 
different people.

Some leadership styles used can be:
▪ Authoritative Sets a clear vision, out-

lines the path forward, and expects others 
to follow with confidence. This works on 
people who believe in hierarchy and the 

chain of command.
▪ The Coach Rally’s support through motivation, inspiring 

individuals by applauding strengths while being present and set-
ting the example. This is helpful for individuals who need a bit of 
assistance and mentorship.

▪ The Ally This style is for persons who can do the job but 
doesn’t like being told what to do, they will work so long as every-
one pulls their own weight, including the one giving orders. This 
builds camaraderie. This style gets your hands dirty but accom-
plishes the mission.

Each of these styles is a tool to be used. You may need to rally 
members with firm direction during a crisis, shift to a coaching 
role when preparing someone for a new responsibility, or simply 
ally with members who need encouragement. The key is knowing 
when to employ each style to move the mission forward.

The Marine Corps League’s common goal is, us—Marines. We 
need to ensure the proud traditions we inherited remain strong 
for future Marines. That requires the Marine Corps League to 
succeed. How we, as leaders, choose to lead will inspire mem-
bers to stay or disappoint them and drive them away.

Lastly, I would like to congratulate new Department Com-
mandants Antonio Espino (AZ) & Ivania Mungia (CA) on your 
elections. Your presence at the 2025 National Convention was 
indicative of your strong commitment to duty. It was a pleasure 
to see a very strong showing from the SWD there. And, to those 
who moved up to PDD this year. Congrats! Semper Fi!

Division Website: mclswdivision.org

Moving 
Forward

MARINES: First, I want to thank Randy 
Rigg for stepping up without hesitation 
when the national BOT asked him to serve 
as NVCSD this past year. Randy has pre-
pared me to step up to NVCSD.

This old Redeye Gunner would like to 
thank the Southern Division Marines for 
electing me to national vice commandant, 
Southern Division. I am Mark Oldmixon, 
third of seven brothers. Born in Corpus 
Christi, Texas and lived across South Texas 
when my dad, a WWII Navy vet, worked 
for Southwestern Bell. I served from ’73-
’77 at Cherry Point in 3rd LAAM Bn, 2nd 
Redeye platoon. After the Corps, I served 
forty years in the fire service, retiring in 
2020. I am a charter member of the Sgt. JR 
Tijerina Detachment 1295 in Katy, Texas. I 
have served as detachment commandant, 
senior, junior vices and judge advocate. I 
served three years at Texas J.A., and these 

past two years as ANVCSD. I am looking forward to working with 
all Southern Division Marines and other divisions in reaching the 
goals of the League. Recruiting and retention are major goals 
across the League. 

By the time you read this, some deadlines have been passed; 
annual dues, PLM audits, and others.

Transitioning to electronic filing for all forms makes it easier 
for department adj/PM and National to legibly read the names 
and contact information. Updating ROI is vitally important when 
it comes to passing down the word from National and depart-
ments and this delays communication and keeping everyone on 
the same page. 

I am looking forward to working with all going into the next 
fifty years. Semper Fi!

Division Website: southernmcl.org

Mark Oldmixon
NVC,  

Southern 
 Division

Joe Uribe
NVC,  

Southwest 
Division
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FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, Md. – 

U.S. Marine Corps Staff 
Sgt. Kent J. Estrada, an 
administrative special-

ist with Marine Corps Information 
Command (MCIC), was recently 
selected as the 2024 Marine Corps 
League Reservist of the Year, one 
of the highest individual honors 
earned by a Marine in the Reserve 
component. The announcement, 
made on June 4, highlights the grow-
ing impact of MCIC’s Reserve talent 
in operational readiness and global 
mission execution.

Estrada was recognized for his 
extraordinary leadership, opera-
tional excellence, and unwavering 
commitment to the Marine Corps 
mission. He was nominated by 
his command and selected from 
among more than 39,000 Reserve 
Marines across the force.

As MCIC’s staff noncommis-
sioned officer in charge of readi-
ness and deployments, Estrada 
played a vital role in coordinating 
the successful deployment of 
more than 150 Marines over the 
past year. His efforts ensured 

the readiness of Reserve person-
nel by directly supporting the 
command’s mission to provide 
integrated information capabili-
ties to the Fleet and Joint Force.

“Preparing these Marines 
and civilians for deployment 
ensured combatant commanders 
worldwide had access to highly 
qualified personnel to meet their 
operational needs,” Estrada said.

In addition to his stateside 
contributions, Estrada served as the 
battle SNCOIC with Combined Joint 
Task Force – Operation Inherent 
Resolve. In that role, he supported 
real-world joint operations, applying 
his expertise to high-impact 
missions across multiple theaters.

Known for his tireless work ethic, 
Estrada has earned a reputation 
within MCIC as a leader who 
delivers results while fostering unit 
cohesion. His work reflects the 
strategic importance of Reserve 
Marines operating within critical 
mission areas, including cyber-
space, information operations, 
and global force projection.

“True leadership isn’t demon-

strated through authority, but 
through service,” Estrada said. 
“As you rise in rank, your primary 
focus should be on the well-being 
of your Marines—that’s where 
the real responsibility lies.

Estrada’s selection marks the 
first time a Marine from MCIC 
has received the Marine Corps 
League’s Reservist of the Year 
Award. His recognition reflects the 
command’s expanding presence 
in cyber-enabled operations 
and affirms the essential role of 
Reserve Marines in supporting 
the Marine Corps’ mission.

“Being named 2024 Marine 
Corps League Reservist of the 
Year is deeply humbling,” he said. 

“It signifies recognition of dedi-
cated service, upholding Marine 
Corps values, and commitment 
to supporting fellow Marines, 
their families, and the communi-
ty—a responsibility I cherish.”

Marine Corps Information 
Command, headquartered at 
Fort George G. Meade, delivers 
integrated information capabilities 
to Fleet and Joint Force com-
manders across all domains. As a 
vital element of the Marine Corps’ 
modernization and cyber-enabled 
force design, MCIC leverages active 
and Reserve talent to enhance 
operational reach, resilience and 
decision advantage in the informa-
tion environment. Semper Fi!

MCIC Marine 
Staff Sgt. Kent 
Estrada Named 
2024 Marine Corps 
League Reservist  
of the Year

NVC Rick Thomason presented the award to Staff Sgt. Kent Estrada. 
(Photo: Staff Sgt. Jestin Costa, USMC)

By Staff Sgt. Jestin Costa, Marine Corps Information Command  
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I met Joel Douglas Murray on April 25, 
2025, at the Tennessee State Veterans 
Home in Humboldt, TN. I knew Joel 
was a lifelong artist, but truthfully, I did 
not know what to expect. One thing 

was certain; I would learn a lot about Joel that 

afternoon in the short 45-minute interview. 

Marines always catch a bad rap for meta-

phorically consuming crayons. I have never 

met one that used crayons for what they were 

intended for. You see, Joel was a lifelong artist. 

He discovered his hobby when he was four 

years old. Joel had been a resident of the state 

veteran’s home for nearly two years. He is 

the son of a career Marine. He had attended 

school at Camp Lejeune in Jacksonville, NC. 

As a matter of fact, he proudly wore his high 

school class ring on his left-hand pinky finger. 

Joel was no stranger to the military life, 

either, as he was also a Vietnam-era veteran. 

His military occupational specialty was aviation 

ordnanceman. I had never met an ordnanceman 

who wasn’t proud to be one, and they made 

sure everyone they associated with, knew it, 

also. Affixed to his olive drab green cover, or 

civilian ball cap, he had an Eagle, Globe, and 

Anchor, the coveted symbol of the U.S. Marine. 

Directly beneath that, he had a circular shaped 

pin with a flame coming out of the top of it. I 

recognized it right away; it was an unexploded 

bomb. Anyone familiar with military insig-

nia would have recognized it right away. 
I found the 78-year-old Marine sitting at a 

desk in the community library, which he would 
later jokingly refer to as his art studio. He was 
studying a book of World War I and II artwork. I 
wanted to get a little background on his military 
service, so we talked shop for a few minutes. Joel 
told me he served from June 1966 to June 1970. 
During his tenure, he served at two commands: 
Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 14 
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point 
in Havelock, NC. His second command was an 
active fleet Marine force fixed wing squadron, 
VMFA 235 which flew F-4 Phantoms aboard 
MCAS Kaneohe Bay, HI. Joel joked candidly 
about that particular part of his tour being 
the hardest because of all the scenery. I joked 
with him that I had once heard from another 
Marine veteran that the F-4 Phantom was 
living proof that you could put afterburners on 
a brick and make it supersonic, but I digress. 

Joel loved to draw. He told me he discovered 
this passion very early in life. He would watch the 
artists at the mall in Memphis decorate t-shirts, 
license plates, caps, and tennis shoes. He picked 
up an airbrush and started practicing. Eventually, 
he became so talented that he once made $200 
selling some of his art in one weekend! One of the 
most unique items that Joel had ever been tasked 
to paint were batting helmets. One day, a coach 
approached him about painting some batting hel-

mets. He agreed, Joel stated he may have taken 
on a little more than he bargained for with this 
particular client, because they delivered two big 
bags of batting helmets for him to paint. He was 
overwhelmed with work but, it wasn’t all bad. 

“My artwork never really gained a tre-
mendous amount of notoriety until I ran into 
a Walmart manager in store one day.”

Looking back on it, Joel couldn’t have known 
that the man he ran into that day would 
offer him the first big break to showcase his 
artwork in a more public forum. Joel spoke 
admirably about his contact, store manager 
Leo Luveno. “He had a way with leadership 
and inspiration. Luveno could whisper some-
thing to someone and inspire them to do 
whatever they were asked to its entirety.” 

Joel recognized a unique and intriguing 
quality about this person. “Luveno was the 
golden key, because everyone knew him and 
loved him.” Luveno told Joel that if he ever 
needed work, he had something for him. 
One day that opportunity presented itself. 

Luveno tasked Joel with creating a sea-
sonal painting on a 30-foot-long, 12-foot-high 
wall in the Walmart store. This bolstered his 
confidence and showcased his art work in 
the public eye. He painted this wall for Eas-
ter, Christmas, and even the Super Bowl.

“The work was tedious,” Joel 
explained, “because there was a lot of 

Event Support Ready To Assist

Ready for
the Next Project
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going up and down on a ladder.”
The newfound notoriety opened the door 

to more lucrative and exotic artistic oppor-
tunities. For example, Joel became involved 
in an art known as scrimshaw. Scrimshaw is 
a unique method of etching artwork on ivory 
tusks or whale teeth. To his credit, he has done 
at least three whale teeth in his lifetime. Joel, 
not unlike any Marine I have ever known, used 
his acquired skill in scrimshaw to trade for 
antique weapons. Marines are molded to have 
a love for weaponry, so it only makes sense 
that he would barter art for firearms. Joel used 
one hobby as a way to invest in the other. 

Fast forward to his golden years, Joel finds 
himself in the Tennessee State Veterans Home. 
He and a social worker were toying with some 
ideas for something that would benefit the 
residents and staff of TSVH all while curing his 

boredom. He had no interest in doing the same 
old ceiling tiles or t-shirts for the TSVH. Instead, 
he pitched the idea of doing a mural. The social 
worker encouraged the idea. The only thing that 
would need to be examined would be what to 
do and where to display it. Joel’s artistic ability 
allowed him to envision the work that he would 
eventually bring to life on canvas. “Reflections” 
was born. The pencil drawing features five 
professional individuals staring into a small pool 
of water. The five people were a law enforcement 
officer, doctor, nurse, fireman, and an airline pilot. 
Each of the five individuals are gazing into a pool 
reflecting on their grandparents and the roles 
they played in the Second World War. Joel was 
excited go to Hobby Lobby where he found all 
the necessary supplies to bring his vison to life. 

Starting from the middle and working his way 
outward, the middle person or the center focal 

point, would be the nurse, who Joel clearly recog-

nizes as essential and necessary to the mission of 

the TSVH. Joel acknowledged the challenge he 

posed to himself as he had not worked with pencil 

in over four decades. This art was very different 

from the usual airbrush art that was the mainstay 

for most of his artistic career. Unfortunately, in an 

unrelated accident, Joel suffered a fall resulting 

in a broken hip which posed a minor setback 

to his progress. But nothing stops a Marine on 

a mission. Joel returned from his injury with a 

new unwavering determination. The project 

became a labor of love. With the conclusion of 

this artistic venture, Joel eagerly expresses his 

enthusiasm and interest in a new future project 

for all to enjoy. Not surprising, Joel concluded 

our informal interview with the statement, 

“I’m ready for the next project!” Semper Fi!
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By Dave Englert, NVC Central Division

At the request of our national executive 
director, my wife and I were fortunate 
enough to attend the Southern Illinois 

100 to represent the Marine Corps League. To say 
it was an exciting, adrenaline pumping, and moti-
vational day would be an understatement. The 
race was held in August, 2025 and was broadcast 
on Fox Sports. The broadcast was 
definitely watched.

I was joined by five members 
of my detachment, Det. 931 
Southern Indiana Leathernecks. 
We are a tight family of Marines 
and associate members. In my 
contingent was Commandant David 
Flynn who conducts video interviews 
for local and internet broadcasts of 
“Scuttlebutt.”  YouTube distribution 
is available on 18WJTS’s YouTube 
page (scan the QR code below). 
David conducted a fantastic interview with 
Josh during some slack time, highlighting what 
Josh is all about. This interview has been shared 
numerous times across several social media 
platforms. Adjutant Beth Tyler also joined us. 
Beth is a highly motivated associate member 
who is frequently mistaken for a Marine. She 
lives and breathes the Marine ethos. Beth was 
our photographer for this outing and provides 
content to our Facebook page (facebook.com/

SILDMarines). Associate members Chris “Boone” 
and Janelle Taylor are the founders of and the 
energy behind “Operation Mind, Body, and Soul”, 
which best described as a wholistic approach to 
the health and welfare of the veteran popu-
lation. You can find more about them on their 
website, operationmindbodyandsoulcorp.net. 

We were joined at the track with represen-
tation from other sponsors which included 

Dan Jarvis - Healing the Hero 
(facebook.com/healingth-
ehero), Michael Parker and 
Laura Slawnikowski - Devil Dog 
Canines (devildogcanine.com)

The day was spent making con-
nections, sharing experiences, and 
learning each other’s operations. 

Josh and his wife were extremely 
accommodating and spent pretty 
much every free moment between 
race day requirements to talk 

with all of us, share thoughts, take pictures, do 
interviews, and educate us on racing. After car 
inspections, we were brought to the infield area 
and were able to watch practice rounds, qualifica-
tion laps, and the race from a vantage point only 
feet from the entrance to pit row. As a bonus, 
we also watched the high intensity 20-lap dirt 
track car race which got our blood pumping. Just 
prior to the main event, all of us were able to join 
the cars on the track for the National Anthem. 

Race time was exhilarating with an all-out 

battle. This was Josh’s first race in three years 

and each lap of practice, qualifying and racing 

saw a continuous improvement as he found his 

rhythm in the #86 car. He held his own against 

racers who were vastly outspending his team, 

but misfortune hit when his engine blew and 

he was forced to retire from the race. A fair 

amount of material has made it to the internet. 

Josh White Racing has posted several photos, 

videos and even a short MCL commercial that 

we shot. (facebook.com/JoshWhiteRacing). 

Our support of Josh is not only a way to get our 

message out and reach our target audience, but 

is also an opportunity to help a fellow Marine get 

a start on a promising adventure! Semper Fi!

MCL Supports 
Josh White Racing 
at the Southern 
Illinois 100

YouTube: 
SCUTTLEBUTT: 
DUBOIS COUNTY 
by 18WJTS
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Josh White Racing NASCAR 
ARCA Series driver and 
Marine Corps Veteran 
with fellow Marine Corps 
League members. Josh is a 
member in West Virginia.

The MCL sponsored his car 
in DuQuoin, Indiana and will 
sponsor his car in a couple 
more races in 2025.
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ROLL CALL
AROUND THE LEAGUE

To honor the Marine Corps’ illustrious history, we’re thrilled 
to unveil the 2025 United States Marine Corps 250th 

Anniversary Commemorative Coin Program. This limited-
edition program will include a five-dollar gold coin, a silver 

dollar, and a half-dollar coin. Don’t miss your chance to 
honor the Marines’ legacy and be a part of history.

2025 UNITED STATES 
MARINE CORPS

250TH ANNIVERSARY 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN

AVAILABLE ONLY IN 2025

UNITED STATES MINT

www.marine250.com/commemorative-coin

Marcus Flores, Sr. 
Vice Commandant, 

Schwab Det. 
857 in Tulsa, OK 

swears in new MCL 
member Edward 

Marr, a resident 
of the Claremore 

Veterans Center in 
Claremore, OK.

The Sgt. Walter P. Ryan Det. held a Rose Fund event at the Summerfield 
Crossings Publix Supermarket in Riverview, Florida on August 2nd. 
Presenting the store management with a certificate of appreciation are 
(left to right) Det. Associate Member and Past Dep. of Florida Auxiliary 
President Pat Skelding. the assistant store manager, the store manager, 
and the detachment Adjutant Jack Skelding. Not pictured but also 
working at the event were Bill Matthews and Tom McGowan.
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Join Roll Call! 
ALL MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MEMBERS MAY SUBMIT ROLL CALL ENTRIES 

SUBMISSION DIRECTIONS

You may submit photos with short captions in email to semperfi@chipot 
lepublishing.com. Photos must not be more than 20MB in size.

Captions—Photo captions should briefly describe the event and list 
persons present in the photo(s) along with detachment number and 
location. Captions should be no longer than 60 words. Please do not 
include information about persons not present in the photo(s).

Photos—We cannot use photos that are inserted into an email, PDF or MS 
Word document. Please make sure each photo is a separate file in the highest 
resolution possible (specific criteria are in the instructions on the upload site).

Permission – For photos of youth under age 18, please visit the MCL 
Library for the “Photo Permission Form” under Scouting for the Photo 
Release Form.
Sorry—There are no guarantees of publication. The most common rea-
sons for Roll Call rejection are: 1) the photo was blurry or too small in 
size, and 2) the uniforms in the photo did not meet regulations. 

If you have any questions about uniform regulations, please contact 
Jim Powell of the Uniform Committee at the National website: www.
mclnational.org.

NOTICE TO MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENTS!
Please consider taking a group photo of your detachment’s mem-
bership. Department and division conferences are another way to 

capture some memories. We would love to include your photos in 
the Semper Fi magazine.

ROLL CALL
AROUND THE LEAGUE

Members of Washington State Mt Olympus Det. 897 at the Forks Old Fashioned Fourth of July Parade with the Det.’s specially constructed 
Marine Amphibious Assault Vehicle replica which won first place overall for 2025. Front row: Jay McFarland, Don Clayton, Kim Costello. Back 
row: Jeff McFarland, Kathy Nicholls, Sam Springob, and Tom Daughtery.
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By Joseph Pravati

T his year is a momentous year for 
all Americans to remember and 
pay homage to our nation’s veter-

ans. It has been 250 years since Massachu-
setts minutemen faced the British at Lex-
ington and Concord; 80 years since the end 
of World War II; and 50 years since the end of 
the Vietnam War. However, as a resident of 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, a Marine Veteran 
of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghan-
istan, and an amateur historian, I took on 
the mission of learning what role my home-
town played in the early establishment of 
what has become the United States Marine 
Corps. During Recruit Training at MCRD Par-
ris Island, I learned all about our first com-
mandant Maj. Samuel Nicholas. We were 
taught about Robert Mullen and Tunn Tavern 
in Philadelphia. We learned about how Maj. 
Samuel Nicholas led the first amphibious 
landing on New Providence in the Bahamas 
to secure powder and armament for Gen. 

Washington’s Army that was forming outside 
of Boston to keep Gen. Gage and the redcoats 
penned up in Boston. My research discovered 
more details of how patriots from Plymouth 
and southeastern Massachusetts played a 
role in the formation of a new Nation.

Plymouth’s First Marine Recruiter
Seth Chapin, born March 31, 1746, in 

Mendon, Massachusetts, holds the dis-
tinction of being the first Marine recruiter 
in Plymouth, Massachusetts. Before his 
service as a Marine officer, Chapin was 
a Corporal in Captain John Albee’s 1st 
Company, which marched from Mendon 
to the Lexington Alarm on April 19, 1775. 
His unit pursued the British forces to 
Roxbury, withdrawing nine days later.

On June 24, 1776, a day before the 
commissioning of Capt. Robert Mullen, 
Chapin was appointed a Continental Marine 
Lieutenant. There were two Continental 
frigates under construction in Rhode Island 
and he was “equipped with the necessary 

supplies and funding” and sent to Plymouth 

to recruit Marines and seamen from the 

local area to man these ships. On Septem-

ber 14, 1776, he joined the USS Providence 

in Providence, Rhode Island and continued 

to recruit for its Marine detachment.

Chapin’s service aboard the Providence is 

clouded by conflicting accounts. A ser-

geant in his detachment cited in Chapin’s 

pension records that Chapin “broke” in 

December 1776, and the sergeant alleges 

to have been promoted into his position. 

However, another source places 2nd Lt. 

Chapin at the court-martial of Navy Lt. 

Richard Marvin aboard USS Providence 

on April 3, 1777, off Field’s Point in the 

Providence River. That same December, 

the British occupied Newport, Rhode 

Island, blockading the fledgling Navy and 

trapping the USS Providence in port until 

it ran the blockade on April 30, 1778.

Chapin eventually left the Continental 

Marines and joined the Rhode Island troops. 

On July 19, 1777, he was commissioned as a 

first lieutenant in Capt. James Webb’s com-

pany, part of Col. Henry Sherburne’s Battal-

ion. This unit endured Valley Forge, fought 

in the Battle of Rhode Island in 1778, and 

participated in the Battle of Staten Island 

in January 1780. In July 1780, Chapin was 

promoted to captain in a regiment raised by 

the Rhode Island legislature. He also played 

and the Birth of 
the Marine Corps

America’s 
Hometown
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a critical espionage role before the Battle of 
Rhode Island, relaying signals from a spy in 
British-occupied Middletown, Rhode Island, 
across the Sakonnet River to Compton.

After the colonies gained independence, 
in his later years, Chapin earned the title 
deacon and married three times. He died 
November 15, 1833, at age 87 in his home-
town of Mendon, where he was buried. Seth 
Chapin’s legacy as the first Marine recruiter 
in Plymouth reflects a man who tirelessly 
served his emerging nation through military 
service, recruitment, and espionage.

Continental Marine Lt. James Warren, Jr.
James Warren Jr., born October 18, 1757, 

in Plymouth, Massachusetts, was the 
eldest son of patriot leader James Warren 
and writer Mercy Otis Warren, both key 
figures in the American Revolution. After 
graduating from Harvard College in 1777, he 
briefly entered the mercantile trade before 
being commissioned as a lieutenant in the 
Continental Marines on October 2, 1778. His 
commission was reportedly signed by Henry 
Laurens, President of the Continental Con-
gress, while his father served as Navy Board-
man of the Eastern Department in Boston.

Assigned to the USS Alliance, Lieutenant 
Warren served under Marine Detachment 
Commander Capt. Matthew Parke and 
alongside Lt. Thomas Elwood until June 1781. 
Parke, a veteran of the Raid on Nassau under 
Captain Samuel Nicholas, the first Marine 
commandant, had also commanded Marines 
on John Paul Jones’s USS Ranger. Elwood 
later became the last Continental Marine 
in service. The USS Alliance, led by French 
Capt. Pierre Landais, struggled with a frac-
tious crew of foreigners and British prisoners 
of war, placing Marine officers like Warren 
in a critical role for maintaining discipline.

On January 14, 1779, Alliance embarked 
on its first mission, transporting the 
Marquis de Lafayette to France to secure 
aid. Arriving February 6, 1779, the voyage 
uncovered and thwarted a mutiny led by 

a ship’s sergeant. Later, under Benjamin 
Franklin’s orders, Alliance joined Captain 
John Paul Jones’s squadron to raid Brit-
ish coasts and support France’s invasion 
plans. Tensions flared as Landais clashed 
with Jones, culminating in the Battle of 
Flamborough Head. There, Jones’s USS 
Bonhomme Richard famously defeated 
HMS Serapis, with Continental Marines 
excelling in sharpshooting and boarding 
actions. Defying orders, Landais engaged 
Countess of Scarborough separately and 
later fired on Bonhomme Richard, contrib-
uting to its loss. The squadron reached the 
Netherlands on October 3, 1779, to recover.

Jones took command of Alliance in 
December 1779, relieving Landais, and 
resumed raids from France in early 1780. 
That June, Landais, backed by Franklin’s 
rival Arthur Lee, hijacked the ship to return 
to America. He imprisoned dissenters and 
demanded loyalty. Landais’s tyrannical 
rule sparked resistance. Capt. Parke and 
Lt. Warren defied him; Parke was confined 
for 11 days. Near Boston, the crew ousted 
Landais, arriving August 19, 1780. The 

Navy Board, including Warren’s father, 

investigated swiftly. Capt. John Barry, 

appointed commander, ordered Marines, 

including Warren and Parke, to forcibly 

remove Landais from his quarters on 

September 19, 1780, ending his command.

In February 1781, Alliance sailed to 

France with dignitaries like Col. John 

Laurens (son of Henry Laurens), Thomas 

Paine, and the Vicomte de Noailles. 

Returning in March, it targeted British 

shipping. On May 28, 1781, off Nova Sco-

tia and Newfoundland, Alliance battled 

HMS Atalanta and Trepassey. Lt. Warren 

suffered a severe knee wound, ending his 

service, while Marine Lt. Samuel Pritchard 

and Sgt. David Brewer died. Capt. Barry 

was also injured. Victorious but battered, 

Alliance reached Boston on June 6, 1781.

Warren returned to Plymouth, where 

his leg was reportedly amputated at home. 

Supported by family and fellow Marines, he 

secured a pension in 1784, submitted by his 

father with an affidavit from Parke and Lt. 

Samuel Cooper. Later, he served as Plym-

outh’s postmaster, a position John Quincy 

Adams attributed to his family’s support for 

Thomas Jefferson over John Adams. James 

Warren Jr. died unmarried and childless on 

August 5, 1821, at age 64. He is likely buried 

in the Warren family vault at Burial Hill, 

alongside other relatives of his generation.

Conclusion
Here in Plymouth, we are surrounded by 

our nation’s history. So much of it is taken 

for granted, no longer taught or empha-

sized in our schools. We walk on the same 

ground as these people did 250 years ago. 

Although I have included a lot of dates in 

my writing, the dates are not important. 

The story is. Knowledge of what these 

people did in their day is important. We 

should never forget; we must remember. 

So…Marines and readers, from Plymouth, a 

VERY happy Thanksgiving and Semper Fi!

Here in Plymouth, we 

are surrounded by our 

nation’s history. So 

much of it is taken for 

granted, no longer taught 

or emphasized in our 

schools. We walk on the 

same ground as these 

people did 250 years ago. 
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TAPS

ONTARIO, CANADA
WILLIAM S. BATES

ALABAMA
SAM H. BOGOSIAN
KENNETH R. FROST
ROBERT SMITH
KENNETH PAUL WELLINGTON

ARIZONA
JAMES J. ANGLE
ROBERT B. BROWN
JERRY R. CORTES
CLARENCE D. HOPPES
ANNA WELCH
STEVEN H. WOODHOUSE

CALIFORNIA
THOMAS P. ABBOTT
CHARLES E. ALLMAN
DONALD A. BAKER
CLIFFORD BATES
BRUCE W. BENNETT
GERALD W. BURSEK
SHIRLEY L. COEN
JAMES R. CRAWFORD
LARRY DONOVAN
DAVID T. EDWARDS
MICHAEL J. GLAZZY
ROBERT M. HANDY
WILLIAM E. HICKS
WILLIAM M. HOAG
JACK W. HUGHES
MICHAEL J. KELLY
SEARLE LANSING-JONES
RICHARD LATONDRE
JOSEPH LAZARO
SOFIA R. MEZNARICH
WENDELLA MILLER
WILLIAM F. REDDING
MICHAEL REDDY
PETE L. ROMERO
ERNEST J. SANCHEZ
WILLIAM J. STEWART
ALBERT TERRES
ELIZABETH TRUESDAIL

MARIANNE WEISGERBER
WILLIAM D. WEISGERBER
JACK WILSON
CAROLYN WIMPEE

COLORADO
PHILIP L. BECKERICH III
JOHN N. FISCH
DAVID W. LUCERO
CAROL SARTOR
JOSE R. SILVA
FRANK W. SMITH

DELAWARE
PAUL A. CZAPKOWSKI

FLORIDA
JAMES T. BARLOW
ALEXANDER BEATTIE
MARTIN M. BIER
ROBERT T. BUTCHER
IVAN F. CHUBB
MICHAEL G. CLANCY
WILLIAM J. COLLINS
HOWARD R. COX
BETTY D. DANIELS
FRANK P. DEGAETANO
PASCAL DEPALMA
ISAAC DIAZ
DELANO DUNN
ROBERT H. FUDALA
JOHN J. GROARK
RONALD J. HARBIN
ELMER J. HAWKINS
JOHN A. HOCKADAY
WALLACE P. HORNBAKER
RAYMOND A. KRICK
MARY E. LASKOWSKI
JOSEPH T. LUTTON
EDWARD R. LYONS
RONALD F. MARMON
NICK MARSIT
MARIO M. MAZZARELLA
DANIEL MCDERMOTT
JOSEPH R. MCLAUGHLIN
MARIO G. SALVATORE

2025 CACO/CAP Reunion & 250th 
USMC Birthday Celebration 
Date: 6 – 10 NOV 2025
Location: Holiday Inn Riverwalk 
Arlington, 217 N. St. May’s, 
San Antonio, TX 78205
Notes: Reserve room- Checkout, 
11 NOV. Hotel direct line: (210) 
224-2500 or use code “CAP” with 
call center (877) 424-2449.
Deadline for reservations and 
registrations is 30 AUG 2025 
Contact:  Mark Morales, mrmo@
bellsouth.net, (601) 918-5008
Info: cap.vet/2025-
reunion-registration

HMM-265 REUNION
Date: 8 – 12 NOV 2025
Location: Hotel Gibbs, 
San Antonio, TX
Contact: John Winter, 
(573) 286-2844
Info: Visit hmm-265.org and 
click the “Next Reunion” tab.

USMC WEATHER 
SERVICE (METOC)
Date: 14 – 18 JUN 2026 
Contact: Dave Englert, englertd@
psci.net, (812) 630-2099 or 
Kathy Donham, kathy.donham@
hotmail.com, (252) 342-8459

REUNIONS
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TAPS
CARL F. SCOTT
MICHAEL J. SEGURA JR.
GEORGE H. SMITH
WALTER SMYTH
WILBUR S. STAUFFER
FRASER J. STURGEON
JOHN M. VAN BROCKLIN
ROBERT W. WILFORD
RICHARD WORTMAN

GEORGIA
JAMES A. BAUGHMAN
KENNETH M. BREEDEN JR.
JAMES “MIKE” BROWN
DAVID J. BUSSING
JAMES M. CLICK
GREG COFFONE
JOSEPH L. CONNERS
JACK M. FORD
TERRY L. GIPSON
HARRY O. KIDNEY
DAVID T. MITCHELL
DARBY C. MORGAN
ROBERT S. SMITH
ROBERT P. TOOLE

IDAHO
IVAN L. BISHOP
RONALD A. HANSEN
GARY SWEENEY

ILLINOIS
LEWIS H. BASSETT
RICHARD L. BUSS
DIANE CAROTHERS
LARRY D. CARSON
RONNIE M. DECKARD
HELEN G. EHLERS
GEORGE R. EPPERSON
KENNETH W. HARRELSON
ROBERT G. HENRY
WILLIAM A. JOBE SR.
JERRY L. JOHNSON
JAMES M. KELLY IL 
C. W KINNEY
DON LAKETA

TERRY R. OWENS
DONALD E. PARSONS
JEROME PELAN
BERNARD A. PUGLISI
JAMES F. REID
DENNIS D. SPICE
NORVAL B. STEPHENS SR.
WILLIAM C. STIVERS
TERRY STONE
JAMES R. SULLIVAN
CHARLES E. THOMAS
ROBERT L. THORNTON
RICHARD D. WISE

INDIANA
THOMAS F. AURAND
ROGER S. BAUMANN
HARVEY W. BAYS
JACK G. BURGDORF
DAVID A. FEHRENBACHER
JANE A. OLIN
MICHAEL W. PARKER
CHARLES SMITH JR.
RONALD P. TURNER
JAMES L. WILLIAMS JR.
ROBERT R. WILSON

IOWA
FRANCIS COCKRELL
ERLING D. LARSON
CRAIG E. MCKELVEY
RONALD K. WITCOMBE

KANSAS
LEONARD W. LEWIS

KENTUCKY
JOHN P. HENSLEY

JACK R. NUCKOLS
DEVON PRATER

LOUISIANA
MICKEY J. BROWN
ROBERT M. ELLIS

MAINE
WILLIAM AUDET
LEON W. BURGESS
MAURICE DENNIS
MAURICE E. MARQUIS
KEVIN P. MITCHELL

MARYLAND
DONALD G. DOWNER JR.
ROBERT I. EVERLY
HOWARD R. GURLEY
HERBERT R. MYERS
THOMAS F. PETTY
RICK REMINES
BRONSON W. SWEENEY
ROGER F. WEEDEN SR.

MASSACHUSETTS
JOSEPH F. CONTI
JOSEPH L. COTE
CESIDIO J. CUGINI
ARTHUR W. ENOS
CHERYL LYNN GRIFFIN
PETER MANNING
KARL OZGA
ALFRED SCULTHORPE JR.
PAUL OWEN SUMMERS
RODNEY F. WHIPPLE

MICHIGAN
LUPE ALVIAR JR.
PRESTON BRADLEY

WILLIAM J. BROOKS
ARTHUR J. CASADONTE
MICHAEL A. CAVALIER
ALEXANDER D. CUMMINGS
EDWARD J. GARCIA
DAVID J. HEIKKILA SR.
GERALD E. HINSPERGER
JOHN J. KAUFFMAN
EDWARD C. MADER
GERALD MAYER
BERNARD J. MCLAVERTY
DAN W. MOORE
VICTOR L. RACOSKY
ARTHUR G. SOUTER
NEIL R. SWEET
ALAN L. VANDE VUSSE
LUBBERT J. VANDELLEN
PHILIP J. WALKER
LESTER WILLIAMS

MINNESOTA
LARRY R. HOFFMAN

MISSISSIPPI
FRANK W. JONES
JIMMY A. RICHARDSON
MICHAEL SCHOENBERG

MISSOURI
ELMER H. AUSTERMANN JR.
RALPH J. CRAIG
JAMES A. GRANTHAM
JOSEPH W. HUCHOWSKI JR.
JOHN E. KIRKHAM
RUSSELL LAKE
JOHN C. SPANGLER
DENNIS IRWIN STRUEBING

NEBRASKA
JACK E. GRIFFEY
DONALD V. HOBZA
HOMER R. HUNT
THOMAS L. KRONEN
JAMES R. MUNSON
DONALD R. OJESKI
JAMES R. ORR
CLIFFORD W. SHAFFER

DEAR MEMBERS,

We are happy to announce that James R. Beatty 
from Florida and Washington State and Derald 

Theriault from Connecticut are both alive and well. 
Reports of their demise were not correct. 
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TAPS

NEVADA
JOHN F. O’ROURKE
DENISE E. ROGERS
ROBERT ULLOA

NEW HAMPSHIRE
RONALD F. SINCLAIR
ANTHONY G. TUCCI
WILLIAM M. WENTWORTH

NEW JERSEY
ANTHONY ALIA
WILSON H. BAKER
KENNETH W. BRUDER
FRANK A. BUFFARDI
SALVATORE G. BUONO
JOHN D. CENTOFANTI
JAMES W. COUSINS
JOHN C. DEMETER
FRANK W. GARGANO
FREDERIC M. GOGER
DOMINIC JENGO
FREDERICK J. JOHNSTON
PAUL J. KOZAK JR.
JOSEPH L. LAYLAND
JULIUS J. LIBONATI
THOMAS LUYSTER
PAUL MARRANDINO
WILLIAM MASKAL
PATRICK J. O’CALLAGHAN
ROBERT RE
SIDNEY S. STERN

NEW MEXICO
STEVE CASTORENA
DANNY C. EVANS
ROLANDO O. FUENTEZ
HARRY V. HAMPEL
JERRY T. LIGON
PAUL E. ROCKHOLD

NEW YORK
DONALD R. BLANCHARD
RICHARD H. BLUM
CRAIG W. BOWMAN
HARRY BUYCE

WILLIAM E. CARROLL
JOHN J. COLANTUNO
EDWARD J. COLE
RALPH E. CONGDON
HENRY J. CZECK
KEVIN DEMAREST
WILLIAM F. ECKERT
JACK A. FARMER
CRAIG FRAPPIER
WILLIAM G. GRIFFON SR.
JACK HINKLE
JOHN K. HOMAN
CHARLES H. HORTON
STEPHEN L. ILLSLEY
RICHARD M. JONES
RONALD KOCHER
TERRY LAVIER
LEWIS W. LOEVEN
JEROME F. MELVIN
G. THOMAS MOYNIHAN
RICHARD J. MURPHY
JAMES NEARY
JOHN E. OLMSTEAD
NORMAN R. ROBERTS
CHRISTINA L. SEDIVER
KEITH SEYMOUR
JAMES A. SHERIDAN
JAMES M. SUMMERS
PETER S. TALARICO
PHILLIP TRIMM
EDWARD WASKIEWICZ
KEITH A. WELLS
JOHN ZURENDA

NORTH CAROLINA
ROBERT A. ALLISON
JOHN L. BATES
CLAUDE BATTLE
HENRY BENAVIDES
JOHN A. BENJAMIN
DONALD J. BROUSSARD
FELIPE A. CANTU
CHARLES W. CARDWELL
GEORGE M. CLELAND
JOHN E. COOK

PAUL E. CROWELL JR.
DAVID W. DAVIS
THOMAS H. DEANER
ANGELO D. DEBENEDICTUS
THOMAS E. DONOHUE
GIOVANNI FAIOLI
MERVIN ANDY FIEL
LEONARD F. GENEREUX
ERNEST L. GUTHRIE
ROBERT W. HAM
JAMES R. HART
ROBERT L. HILL
JOHN A. HULIN
DENNIS W. JOHNSON
DONALD F. KING
ROBERT L. KINLEY
HARVEY L. LAMBKA
RAEFORD LOVE
FELIX P. MALEWICH
JOHN B. MARKS
EDWARD MATT
JAMES T. MCCREADY
THOMAS J. MCKENNA
JOHN M. NACCARATO
CHRISTOPHER NASH
CHARLES NORWOOD JR.
ALBERT C. OWENS
MAURICE PARENT
ALBERT PATTERSON
DONALD J. PENNINGTON
JOHN D. PERRY
EDWARD J. RACE
ELIJAH B. RASNICK
ALFRED J. REYER
TORY N. SEWART
VERNON M. SIEG
WILLIAM E. STAMATS
NORMAN STEVENSON
WILLIAM M. STOSS
JOHN C. STOTZ
J. F THOMSON
CECIL TRIPP
JOHN WHITLEY
HOWARD E. WILSON
NATHAN M. WOODLIEF

LARRY YODICE

NORTH DAKOTA
DALE D. HENRY

OHIO
DAN W. BARNICLE
ANDREW B. BLAKELY
ROBIN L. CANTRELL
EDWIN A. CARDONA
JAMES J. CERENELLI
DAVID CLARK
BERNARD D. CULVER
BUDDY A. DAY
GLENN R. DOWNEY
HOWARD A. ELGART
LARRY B. FISH
JOHN C. GILBERT
RALPH W. GOEHRING
RICHARD R. GRUNDLER
ROGER A. JACKSON
JOHN J. KILEY
MARY F. KONNERTH
DOROTHEA N. LOFQUIST
JAMES W. MAJJASIE
RICHARD MARKUZ
EDWARD R. MASLEY SR.
DALE A. MATHYS
RICHARD L. MCCORMACK
ARTHUR B. MCGUIRE
DOROTHY A. MCGUIRE
VINCENT A. MINOTTI
GEORGE N. MITCHEFF
WAYNE S. PILNY
HERBERT W. PROCTOR
WARD P. REED
BASIL H. REYNOLDS III
RALPH RICE
MICHAEL SAVULAK JR.
JACK E. SNYDER
DOYLE STEPHENS
GEORGE R. STEWART JR.
RICHARD C. SWAB
ALOYSIUS A. TREBONIAK
AUTUMN DAY TUFTS
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TAPS
JAMES UPPER
GERALD E. VAN HOOSE
ORRA A. VOLLMER

OKLAHOMA
DERREK W. BEAUMONT
WILLIAM O. BROCKER
ROY LAKIN

OREGON
TED E. COOK
DERRAL WAYNE HUNT
WILLIAM R. HUNTINGTON III
JAMES F. PILLING
FERDINAND P. VON

PENNSYLVANIA
SAM P. APPLE
RICHARD H. BENNIE
NANCY D. BENSON
CHARLES BUSHAR
CARL R. CHELIUS
E. PHILIP DEHAAS
JAMES A. DOWNEY III
ALLAN F. EPTING
MICHAEL E. FREET
WALTER A. GAFFNEY
WALTER A. GRUB
THOMAS S. GUMPF
JOHN T. HART
CHARLES C. HARVEY
RON HECKMAN
DENNIS D. HOWELL
THOMAS H. JORASKIE
WILLIAM W. KERNS
ROBERT KOVACS
MATTHEW R. KRESZ
NANCY MCCLINTOCK
BION MERRY
RICHARD W. METZGER
PATRICK R. OWENS
THOMAS E. PERSING
JOHN J. ROMANO
ROONALD D. ROSS
ROBERT C. SHUTICA

JAMES C. SONNIE
LLOYD W. SPANGLER JR.
JOHN TURPACK
JAMES J. URBACH
ROBERT G. UZMACK
RICHARD A. VAS DIAS
RITA V. WEISS
LESTER E. WHITMAN

SOUTH CAROLINA
PAUL R. BUSSEMEY
JAMES C. CRUMPLER
PAUL J. GOODE
WAYNE E. LACKEY
GARRETT T. LEAHEY JR.
JOSEPH D. MARVIN JR.
SHIRLEY ANN PACE
EUGENE C. PIERSOL
ERNEST W. ROLLINGS
ROBERT L. SARGENT
JAY W. WALKER
JOHN C. WILSON

SOUTH DAKOTA
RICK W. BARG
LLOYD W. BRANDT
HENRY C. CORDES
ROBERT D. FRANK
JAMES M. MARTIN JR.

TENNESSEE
HAROLD L. DONALDSON
HAROLD E. HOWELL
JACQUE K. JOHNSON
GENE MILTNER
WILLIAM M. PARKS
FREDERICK W. SMITH
MAX JERRY TAYLOR

TEXAS
LEONARD S. BARANSKI
EDMUND M. CIAVAGLIA
RICK CLELAND
ANDREW M. CRUZ
MARY DENTON
CHARLES R. DUFFIN

ROY ELSNER
F. W FURLEIGH
PAUL D. GATES
JAMES R. HARPER
J. PAGE HILL
JERRY ECHOLES HILL
DALE R. KIDD
HAROLD D. LACKEY
OSCAR LANDEZ
JAMES H. LEWIS
JEAN LEWIS
BOB MCCLURE
JOE J. MURRAY
GUILLERMO NAVA
RAYMOND K. NELSON
MICHAEL A. NOWAK
DONALD PAUL REEVES
ROBERT D. RICHARDSON
KENNETH J. SWEARENGEN
DUANE C. WILLIAMS

UTAH
FRANK A. BARRETT
ROBERT F. BRUHN
MICHAEL G. BUIST
JOHN C. COLE
WALTER D. FINCH
DARCY E. GRISIER
DAVID E. HATCH
CLARENCE E. “CHUCK” 
HOEPFNER
FLORENCE A. KEHR
WILLIAM S. KEHR
JAY D. KNOWLDEN
DOROTHY A. LEE
KEITH L. MOORE
SEWARD D. NICHOLS
KENNETH L. PERRY JR.
CLARENCE POLLARD
SLAVKO J. PUSKAROVICH
LAWRENCE R. RODRIGUEZ
ROMAN G. WELTIN

VIRGINIA
EDWARD J. BRENNAN
WILLIAM CHAN

KAREN DOSS

JAMES D. DUNAWAY

MILTON R. FORE

SYLVIA H. HENDERSON

JAMES E. HENDRICK

ROBERT L. HICKS

CLYDE J. HOPPER JR.

JACK M. JONES

JOSEPH M. KELLEY

EDWARD R. KEMP

ANN A. LEWIS

MAURICE C. LOVELAND

BETTY J. NEFF

FLOYD MORGAN ROWLAND

THOMAS L. SOUTHWORTH

MARY H. STINNETT

RYLAND G. TUCK

KELLY R. WHITE

WASHINGTON

RAUL DAVILA

JAMES O. EVANS

WEST VIRGINIA

JOHN A. DILLINGER

RALPH W. HAMILTON

RICHARD J. HERSTINE

DONALD W. LAYTON

JEFFEREY ROUSH

GEORGE M. SHANK

WISCONSIN

G. REXFORD CADY

JOHN T. GIESE

JAMES N. OLEJNICZAK

DAVID M. WYATT

WYOMING

RONALD N. CAREY

BOB TANNER
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By Dennis Herring 
Master Gunnery Sgt. (Ret), USMC
(Adjutant, Det. 513, Dept. of Florida)

A ll veterans provide a level of ser-
vice while on active duty for a given 
period of time, be it four, 12, or, 

with some staying until retirement, 20-plus 

years of service. And after those hectic years, 

it is not uncommon for a vet to join one of the 

many Veteran Service Organizations (i.e., the 

American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars, the Marine Corps League, or the Fleet 

Reserve Association) to maintain contact with 

comrades and continue to support their local 

community and veterans. Although some-

what atypical, a few individuals are able to 

pursue both careers simultaneously, providing 

equal attention to both entities. While serv-

ing in either status, as a member of the active 

forces or in a VSO, you progress to your “ter-

minal rank”, be that the rank structure or the 

elected officer position. But what then? If on 

active duty, you typically retire and start col-

lecting your retirement. In a VSO environment, 

since you are voluntarily serving in a position 

of authority and knowledge, you move into 

support rolls and committee activities, hope-

fully providing guidance, wisdom, and insight 

for others following in your footsteps. Even in 

these rolls, leadership is by example. Show-

ing your tenacity and commitment to a cause 

is inspirational and sometimes, when the cir-

cumstances are right or the stars align prop-

erly, the setting is profound and acute.

So it was on 26 July ’25 when four com-

mandants (past and present) from the 

Marine Corps League Detachment 513 

joined ranks for a color guard performance 

at the USSSA Space Coast Stadium in Viera, 

FL. Presenting the colors at the start of 

the USSSA War Games Baseball Tourna-

ment were current Commandant Chuck 

Betz, Jr. Past Commandant Rick Bedford 

(2023-2025), Past Commandant Dennis 

Herring (2022-2023), and Past Comman-

dant Vinnie Howard (2016-2022) joining 

ranks as the Brevard County Sheriff’s 

Office helicopter did a low-pass flyover.

This continuing service, even after holding 

the detachment’s highest-ranking posi-

tion, shows true dedication to our mission, 

our detachment, our League. It fulfills the 

mission to benefit the veteran’s and youth 

communities in Brevard County. More 

importantly, this commitment provides 

an example of enthusiasm for the younger 
members of our organization. Hopefully 
inspiring them to carry on this unselfish 
attitude of ardent military bearing. 

Our Marine Corps heritage is one of 
selfless service to God, county, and Corps 
and our execution of perfect military show-
manship should be inspirational to all who 
witness these events. Our country, our Corps, 
our flag presented with dignity, reverence, 
and precision is an example for all to follow.

IT JUST NEVER GETS OLD  Semper Fi!

Four Commandants from Cape Canaveral 
Detachment 513 present the colors at 
the USSSA Space Coast Complex in 
Viera, FL. for the Regional Little League 
“War” games. Color guard members, 
from left, Jr. Past Commandant Rick 
Bedford, current Commandant Chuck 
Betz, and past Commandants Vinnie 
Howard and Dennis Herring.

CONTINUING 
SERVICE…
BEFORE, DURING, 
and AFTER
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By Sean Patton, National Chairman 
Youth Physical Fitness

“W e’re surrounded. That 
simplifies the prob-
lem.”

A few years after Chesty breathed that 
iconic quote into a frigid existence, the Youth 
Physical Fitness (YPF) program was born and 
ultimately brought under the banner of our 
Marine Corps League. While the challenges 
facing our youth today vary greatly from 
those originally considered by our predeces-
sors, the importance and urgency behind 
our involvement have only intensified.

America’s uncertain future hangs in 
the balance. Marines, standby to copy.

Situation
Our youth are now then ones “surrounded.” 

Child obesity is an epidemic, placing our great 
nation’s readiness at grave risk. Trillion-dollar 
technology designed to be mind-altering and 
irresistible is now omnipresent and required 
gear for daily living. Convenience and instant 
gratification are king. Apathy and division 
abound. The list of challenges goes on. 
Unfortunately, right when the mentorship, 
competition, and camaraderie inherent in 
YPF is most needed, the number of schools 
participating in YPF continues to death-spiral.

Mission 
Effective immediately, our League should 

engage every school and youth organiza-
tion within their community in order to 
educate, motivate, and lead our youth back 
to a place where they can be fit, confident, 
and ready to overcome any challenge.

Execution In accordance with the Youth 
Physical Fitness SOP, (a well-written and 
comprehensive document found within 
the MCL Member Library that should be 
mandatory reading for anyone still following 
here) our League should attack the enemy 
on two fronts—top down and bottom up.

Tasks 
1. Marine Corps League YPF national 

chairman to build and lead the MCL YPF 
national staff by recruiting, training, and 
supporting a motivated representative from 
each of the ten MCL divisions. Currently, 
three MCL divisions currently stand com-
pletely unrepresented. Then, coordinate and 
execute a successful National YPF meet.

2. MCL YPF division representatives to 
build and lead a MCL YPF divisional staff 
by recruiting, training, and supporting 
motivated representatives from across 
their geographical areas of responsibil-
ity. Then, coordinate and execute suc-
cessful state and/or regional meets.

3. MCL YPF department representa-

tives to build and lead a MCL YPF depart-

mental staff by recruiting, training, and 

supporting representatives from each 

MCL detachment. Then, coordinate and 

execute successful YPF local meets.

4. MCL YPF detachment representatives 

– YOU ARE THE MAIN EFFORT!!! – Marines, 

this door-to-door fight is where the rubber 

meets the road. These community leaders 

should leverage their knowledge, con-

tacts, and initiative to get in front of school 

administrators, parents, coaches, and 

anyone who will listen, to find these pockets 

of children who could benefit from YPF.

Admin and Logistics
Please review the YPF webpage and 

peruse its videos and materials: www.
mcleaguelibrary.org/youth- programs/
youth-physical-fitness-ypf. You should 

learn just about everything you need to 

know to determine your future role in 

making YPF a success. Once you are properly 

informed, reach out to your MCL chain of 

command (YPF divisional points of contact 

are on the website) and let them know you 

are ready to report. Your League needs you. 

America’s youth need you. Will you step 

into the breach one more time? Semper Fi!

A Call to Action 
in Support of 
America’s Youth
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THE SEMPER FI STORE
(703) 207-9588  the-semper-fi-store.myshopify.com

	 Q Small-Q 4XL- Jacket Quilted 
Red Satin Quilted Jacket with “U.S. MARINES” Down Left Front 
Side 
$118.00

L Small-L 4XL- Jacket Lightweight
Red Satin Lightweight Jacket with “U.S. MARINES” Down Front 
Left Side
$118.00

Roses- Fundraising Roses
144ct. Red Fundraising Roses with MCL Label
$35.00

SG2-250th Anniversary Shot Glass
250th Anniversary Shot Glass  
with Printed 250th Logo
$7.00

SG1- MCL Shot Glass
Shot Glass with Etched MCL Logo
$7.00

C3-250th 
Anniversary 
Coin
Commemorative 
250th Anniversary 
Coin
$10.00

DSK2-250th 
Anniversary Desk 
Flag Set
Set of U.S. Flag,  
(1) 250th Year Flag, 
 and USMC Flag  
For Desk (one each)
$10.00
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THE SEMPER FI STORE
(703) 207-9588  the-semper-fi-store.myshopify.com

SBn S-4XL Brown Shirt
Brown T-shirt with MCL Logo on Breast, 
100% Cotton
$27.00

SG S-4XL Green Shirt
Green T-Shirt with MCL Logo on Breast, 
100%Cotton
$27.00

SR S-4XL-Red Shirt
Red T-Shirt with MCL Logo on Breast, 
100% Cotton
$27.00

SB S-4XL-Black Shirt
Black T-Shirt with MCL Logo  
on Breast, 100% Cotton
$27.00

PG small-PG 4XL- Gray MCL Polo
Gray Polo with MCL Logo 
$44.00

SSU M-6XL-Uniform Shirt 
Short Sleeve
White Button-Up Uniform Shirt  
65% Polyester/35% Cotton
$33.00

LSU M-6XL-
Uniform Shirt 
Long Sleeve
White Button-Up 
Uniform Shirt 65% 
Polyester/35% 
Cotton
$33.00

WB1- 250th Anniversary 
Wristband
Red and Blue Commemorative 250 Years 
USMC Silicone Band
$1.00



THE SEMPER FI STORE

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED

WE GLADLY ACCEPT

NAME 
AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD

CREDIT CARD #

EXPIRATION DATE  CVV NUMBER  

SIGNATURE

SUBTOTAL

6.0% VA SALES TAX

HANDLING & POSTAGE

TOTAL

VIRGINIA RESIDENTS ONLY
AMOUNT OF ORDER .............................. CHARGE
UNDER $10 ......................................... $ .
$10.01-$25.00 ................................. $ .
$25.01-$35.00 ................................. $ .
$35.01-$50.00 ................................. $ .
$50.01-$65.00 ................................. $ .
$65.01-$85.00 ................................. $ .
$85.01-$100.00 ............................... $ .
$100.01-$200.00 ............................ $ .
$200.01 AND UP ............................... $ .

STANDARD SHIPPING: Shipping and handling 
charges for orders with Standard Shipping 
are calculated using the SUBTOTAL of the 
order. Some very heavy or oversized items 
may have a shipping surcharge which will be 
reflected in the item description.

HANDLING & POSTAGE
❑

VISA MASTERCARD

DISCOVER AMERICAN EXPRESS

❑

❑

❑

❑

Code# Quantity Item Description Size  Total  Cost

Billing Address 

Name

Street

City State Zip Code

Phone Number

Shipping Address 

Name

Street

City State Zip Code

Email

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
3619 Jefferson Davis Highway, Ste 115 • Stafford, VA 22554 • (703) 207-9588

Price Each

ORDER FORM

Internal MCL         
Use Only

DATE

 
INITIAL



2025 Tree of Lights 

       
 
    
 
 
The 2025 Tree of Lights Ceremony is being held in the Medal of Honor Theater located 
in the National Museum of the Marine Corps on December 11, 2025, at 11:00. A catered 
lunch will immediately follow the ceremony on the 2nd Deck of the museum. Those 
planning to attend are asked to RSVP by December 1st to: (540) 426-8629 or 
admindir@usmarineyouthfoundation.org.  
 
 

 

Sponsored by the 
United States Marines 
Youth Foundation, Inc. 

Proceeds Benefitting the 
Marine Corps League’s 

Youth Physical Fitness Program 
 

 The Tree of Lights Program has been supporting 
the Youth Physical Fitness Program for over 
twenty years. Each year, Marine Corps League 
Detachments and Auxiliary Units as well as 
members of the greater Marine Corps family 
have the opportunity to sponsor lights in honor 
or memory of a friend or loved one or as a Year-
end gift on the tree lit during the annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony. Sponsors’ names are 
recorded on the Scroll of Honor displayed at the 
ceremony and on the U.S. Marines Youth 
Foundation website:  

www.usmarinesyouthfoundation.org 



TTrreeee  ooff  LLiigghhttss  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  FFoorrmm  

 

Person or Organization sponsoring Light: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: (Where receipt and thank-you letter should be sent.) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________ State: _____ Zip: _______ Phone: ______________ 

TYPE OF GIFT:                          

o IN HONOR OF: _____________________________________________________ 
(LIST NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON SCROLL OF HONOR*) 

o IN MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________ 
(LIST NAME AS WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE SCROLL OF HONOR*) 

o YEAR-END GIFT to the UNITED STATES MARINES YOUTH FOUNDATION 
* Please, one name per light. 

 TYPE OF LIGHT: _____ $500 Red Light 
     _____ $250 Gold Light 
     _____ $100 Blue Light 
     _____ $  50 Green Light 
     _____ $  25 White Light 
     _____ $  10 Clear Light 

 If you would like an acknowledgement letter sent to the family of the person you 
are honoring, please let us know where and to whom you would like it sent. 

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _________________________________ STATE: ______ ZIP CODE: _______________ 

Please make checks payable to: 

U.S. Marines Youth Foundation 
P.O. Box 284 

Quantico, VA 22134 

 

 

 

Forms should be received by December 
1st to ensure inclusion on the Scroll of 
Honor displayed at the Tree Lighting 

Ceremony. Donations will continue to be 
accepted through December 31st. The 
final Scroll will be posted on the U.S. 
Marines Youth Foundation website: 

www.usmarinesyouthfoundation.org 
 

Questions? Please call (540) 426-8629 
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© 2022 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. INC. 
For Official Marine Corps League use only. 
All other use is prohibited. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
Full Name  

 
 

Member Number   

Street Address   
City   State   Zip   
Phone   
Email Address  
Date of Birth / / Join Date ---/----/------ 
Membership Type - Regular ( ) Associate ( ) Dual ( ) 

 
Please indicate the amount enclosed: ------------------------- 

 
 

Member's Signature 
 

Upon completion, turn into your Detachment Paymaster with required payment. 
-------------------------------------------- 

For Members At Large (MAL), remit this form with check or money order In the 
amount of $30 to:Marine Corps League, National Headquarters 
P.O. Box 1990, Stafford, VA 22555-1990. 

 
 

 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

 
Full Name   
Street Address    City   State   Zip   
Phone   Email Address      
Date of Birth   /  /   Date of Enlistment/Commissioning   /  /   Date of Discharge/Retirement/Separation   /  /   
Type of Application – New ( ) Membership Type - Regular ( ) Associate ( ) Dual ( ) 
Have you ever been convicted of a felony? ( ) YES ( ) NO If YES is checked, I agree to waive my rights under the Privacy Act and disclose the 
nature of the felony conviction for consideration of membership in the Marine Corps League. 

( ) I hereby apply for membership in the   Detachment, Marine Corps League and enclose $   
for one year’s membership.* 

-OR- 
(  ) I hereby apply for membership in the Marine Corps League as a Member-at-Large (MAL), and enclose $30 for one year’s membership.* 
*Includes free subscription to Semper Fi, The Magazine of the Marine Corps League 
I hereby certify that I am currently serving or have served honorably in the United States Marine Corps, “ON ACTIVE DUTY,” for not less than ninety 
(90) days and earned the Eagle, Globe and Anchor;or have served or am currently serving in the United States Marine Corps Reserve and have earned 
no less than ninety (90) Reserve Retirement Credit Points; or that I have served or am currently serving as a U.S. Navy FMF Sailor who has 
trained with Marine FMF Units in excess of ninety (90) days and earned the Marine Corps Device (clasp) or the Warfare Device worn on the Service 
Ribbon. ice.” (“Honorable Service” will be 

 by the last DD Form 214 or  of Discharge that the applicant received.) General Discharge under Honorable Conditions is acceptable. 
By signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable service/discharge upon request. I hereby authorize the National 
Executive Director, Marine Corps League to obtain an un-redacted copy of my latest DD Form 214 from the Marine Corps custodian of  Military 
Personnel the Marine Corps 
League. I understand the DD Form 214 may contain information such as military awards, training, and character of service. 

 
 
 

(Sponsor where applicable) Applicant’s Signature (see reverse side) 
Upon completion, turn into your Detachment sponsor with required payment. 
Applicants for MAL Membership, remit this form with check or money order In 
the amount of $30 to: Marine Corps League, National Headquarters 
P.O. Box 1990, Stafford, VA 22555-1990. 

© 2022 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. INC. 
For Official Marine Corps League use only. 
All other use is prohibited. 
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OATH OF MEMBERSHIP

“I,                                                                                                                   , In the Presence 
of Almighty God, do solemnly swear, that I will uphold and defend the Constitution 
and Laws of the United States of America and the Bylaws and Administrative Proce-
dures of the Marine Corps League. That I take this obligation willingly and in good 
faith and that I will follow the directions and guidance of elected and appointed 
Officers of the League. That I will participate and support the missions and activities 
of the Marine Corps League, and that I promise to govern my conduct in such a 
manner that I will never bring discredit upon myself, Members of the League, or the 
Marine Corps League, so help me God.”

Signature                                                                                                                                                      

Incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937, the Marine Corps League perpetuates the tradi-
tions and spirit of ALL Marines who proudly wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and 
Anchor of the Corps.

OATH OF MEMBERSHIP

“I,                                                                                                                   , In the Presence 
of Almighty God, do solemnly swear, that I will uphold and defend the Constitution 
and Laws of the United States of America and the Bylaws and Administrative Proce-
dures of the Marine Corps League. That I take this obligation willingly and in good 
faith and that I will follow the directions and guidance of elected and appointed 
Officers of the League. That I will participate and support the missions and activities 
of the Marine Corps League, and that I promise to govern my conduct in such a 
manner that I will never bring discredit upon myself, Members of the League, or the 
Marine Corps League, so help me God.”

Signature                                                                                                                                                      

Incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937, the Marine Corps League perpetuates the tradi-
tions and spirit of ALL Marines who proudly wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and 
Anchor of the Corps.



OATH OF MEMBERSHIP

“I,                                                                                                                   , In the Presence 
of Almighty God, do solemnly swear, that I will uphold and defend the Constitution 
and Laws of the United States of America and the Bylaws and Administrative Proce-
dures of the Marine Corps League. That I take this obligation willingly and in good 
faith and that I will follow the directions and guidance of elected and appointed 
Officers of the League. That I will participate and support the missions and activities 
of the Marine Corps League, and that I promise to govern my conduct in such a 
manner that I will never bring discredit upon myself, Members of the League, or the 
Marine Corps League, so help me God.”

Signature                                                                                                                                                      

Incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937, the Marine Corps League perpetuates the tradi-
tions and spirit of ALL Marines who proudly wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and 
Anchor of the Corps.

OATH OF MEMBERSHIP

“I,                                                                                                                   , In the Presence 
of Almighty God, do solemnly swear, that I will uphold and defend the Constitution 
and Laws of the United States of America and the Bylaws and Administrative Proce-
dures of the Marine Corps League. That I take this obligation willingly and in good 
faith and that I will follow the directions and guidance of elected and appointed 
Officers of the League. That I will participate and support the missions and activities 
of the Marine Corps League, and that I promise to govern my conduct in such a 
manner that I will never bring discredit upon myself, Members of the League, or the 
Marine Corps League, so help me God.”

Signature                                                                                                                                                      

Incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937, the Marine Corps League perpetuates the tradi-
tions and spirit of ALL Marines who proudly wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and 
Anchor of the Corps.

Mid-Winter National Conference Registration 

February 26th-28th, 2026
Sheraton Pentagon City 

900 South Orme St, Arlington, VA 22204 
Phone: 703-521-1900 

Rate: $131.00 per night plus tax Parking fee: $10.00 
Pre-Registration: $10.00 Registration at the Conference: $12.00 

Deadline for Pre-registration is February 4, 2026 
Online registration is available at mcleaguelibrary.org/conference 

Please print the following information as you would like it to appear on your badge. 

Name: ______________________________________________ Name:  _____________________________________________ 
Title: ________________________________________________ Title: _______________________________________________ 
Dept & Det: __________________________________________ Dept & Det: _________________________________________ 

MODD Title: _________________________________________ MODD Title: _________________________________________ 
Pedigree & Tag #: _____________________________________ Pedigree & Tag #: ____________________________________ 
Pack & Pound: _______________________________________ Pack & Pound:  ______________________________________ 

MCLA Title: __________________________________________ MCLA Title:_________________________________________ 
Dept & Unit __________________________________________ Dept & Unit: ________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________ Phone: ________________________________________________ 
Email: _____________________________________________  Email: ________________________________________________  

Beef @ $65           # _______   $_________ 
Chicken @ $65  # _______   $_________ 
Vegetarian @$65  #________  $_________   

Total  # ________  $_________ 

Total Registrations 
Total Banquet         

#________________$________________  
# ________________$ _______________    

Grand Total Due     $ ________________________________   Check/MO  # ______________________ 
Please make all checks payable to Marine Corps League 

Banquet



moderndaymarine.com

April 28-30, 2026
Walter E. Washington Convention Center, Washington D.C.


