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To:  Warren Griffin, National Commandant   
From:  Jim Loorya, National Vice Commandant South West Division 
Subject: 2024 Mid-Winter Conference Report 
 
 
Sir Commandant, 
 
Below represents accomplishments/activities for each Department within the Southwest Division during the 
timeframe since the 2023 Convention.  It also represents activities/significant events that have either occurred or 
will happen in the near future:    
 

Southwest Division 
 
1)  Website  -  The SW Division has updated its website.  It will continue to be developed and grow throughout 
 2024.  The URL is https://www.mclswdivision.org/ 
2)  Zoom - The Division has set up a Zoom account and will have periodic staff meetings in that environment.  
3)  2024 MCL Convention - California has been awarded the MCL National Convention for 2024 and has been 
 working on it.  They will make a presentation at Mid-Winter where they will present a Convention 
 Status/ update to the membership  
4)  Preparing Div Conf  - National Jr. Vice Commandant R. Miller to attend - Preparation and planning for the 
 May 3/4 202 4, SW Division  Conference is well under way.  We have signed contracts with the Orleans 
 Hotel/Casino and The Leatherneck Club in Las Vegas for rooms and meeting facilities. The meeting is 
 to include a series of training sessions and a Division Growl on Friday 3 May at 1800 at the Leatherneck 
 Club in downtown Las Vegas.  The Agenda and further planning are in the process of being 
 completed.  It is anticipated that a representative from Charles Schwab will provide "retirement" training 
 and Jr. Vice Miller will provide training in a number of MCL related areas. 
5)  Dept. NV Convention - Las Vegas -   The Department of Nevada is planning their annual Department 
 Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada.  It will be held at the Orleans Hotel/Casino on May 10/11, 2024.  
 The agenda is being developed and will include training sessions and the election of Department officers 
 for the upcoming term of office.  
6)  Dept. AZ Conference and Convention will be conducted in March and June of 2024 respectively.  Dates and 
 locations in Dept section of this report.  The meetings will included both training sessions and Growls at 
 each respective meeting. 
7)  Dept. CA Conference and Convention will also be conducted in March and June of 2024 respectively.  More 
 info as planning is formalized. 
8)  Hawaii has 2 Active Detachments with a third one being possibly being formed.  Active Detachments are in 
 Oahu and Kauai.  A possible third Detachment could include Maui at some point in the next 12 months. 
8)  Department ROIs available upon request. 
9)  Most Detachments formally celebrated the Marine Corps Birthday in early to mid-November.  The Las 
 Vegas Detachment held its celebration at the Orleans Hotel and Casino and had approximately 1,100 
 Marines and supporters in attendance. 
10) Eagle Scout Department presentations: Arizona - 0 California - 44  Hawaii - 3 Nevada - 0 
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Department of Arizona 

 
1)  Meetings: Past, Current, and Future 
  
 What    When   Where 
 2023 Fall Conference  Oct 13-14, 2023,  Lake Havasu City Detachment 757 
 Pending  
 2024 Spring Conference  March 8-9, 2024, Casa Grande Detachment 901 
 2024 June Convention   June 21-23, 2024, Nighthawk 72 Detachment 1344 
 2024 Fall Conference   Oct 11-12, 2024,  Tucson Detachment 7 
 
2) Department ROI submitted June 2023 
 
3)  Significant Activities CY 2023/24 to date: 
 Honor Guard 
  Funerals Ceremonies All Others Total MCL Members Present      Parades 
               9           4        10     23                      94               4 
 Color Guard 
  Ceremony Other  Total  MCL Members Present 
               22      18                   40   100 
 Toys 4 Tots: 
  Number of children has your Detachment helped in the Toys 4 Tots 2023 season?  8,209 
  Number of toys collected by the Detachment for the Toys 4 Tots 2023 season?  14,811 
  Monies collected in donations for Toys 4 Tots in the 2023 season. $34,584.90 
  The Department of Arizona has only three (3) Detachment activities participating under Toys for 
  Tots program. 
 
4)  Other Notes of Interest: 
  
 Four (4) Detachments are actively involved in supporting the Young Marine Program through volunteer  
  time and financial support. 
 Four (4) detachments do not support the T4T program but have LOC programs in their area that they  
  support. 
  
  Stolen Valor situation came to the attend of the Department of Arizona during the month of June and  
   July 2023. Incident opened June 2023, closed upon MCL National accepting the resignation.  
   Individual removed from the MCL, Jul 2023. National media attention.  Marine Juan Uribe,  
   Brian A. Terry Det 1125  was awarded the Distinguished Citizen Medal – Gold during the MCL  
   National Convention in August 2023 at Oklahoma City, OK., for his action and diligence works  
   concerning the Stolen Valor situation.  
 
  Marines from the following Detachments attended the 2023 National Convention: 
   Ira Hays #2, Saguaro #554, Old Breed #767, Casa Grande #901, Copper State #906, Brian A.  
   Terry #1126, Verde Valley #1176, Cpl. G. Salcido #1204, East Valley Marines #1296 and  
   Nighthawk72 #1344. 
 
  The following Marines: nominated and selected into the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame CY 2023. 
   Marine Frank Alger, Casa Grande Det 901. 
   Marine Ronnie Smith, Casa Grande Det 901. 
   Buford (Bud) Watts Jr., Lake Havasu City Det 757. 



Southwest Division mid-Winter Report 2023 

Page 3 of 6 
 

 
 Marine Corps League Auxiliary within the State – There are two (2) auxiliary units within the  
  State of Arizona – Lake Havasu City and Prescott. 

Department of California 

1)  Meetings: Past, Current, and Future 
  
 What    When   Where 
 2023 Fall Conference  Oct 13-14, 2023,  Folsom, CA 
 
 Pending  
 2024 Spring Conference March 15 - 16, 2024 Clovis, CA 
 2024 June Convention  June TBD  TBD 
  
2) Department ROI submitted June 2023 
 
3)  Significant Activities CY 2023/24 to date: 
  
4)  Other Notes of Interest:  The Department of California had a great 2023. There are several areas that 
 Detachments support: 
 
 Color Guard and Honor Guard programs.  
  Throughout the Department, Detachments are providing Color Ceremonies and important funeral 
  honor guards that help honor Marines after they have departed and are laid to rest in one of 10  
  National Cemeteries or one of the many civilian cemeteries in CA. Thousands of hours were  
  provided in this area during 2023. One prominent example is the President Ronald Reagan  
  Detachment 597 of Simi Valley in Ventura County. They have assisted or taken the lead on  
  almost 100 event (Funeral Honors and Color Guards). They are under the longtime leadership of  
  Ruy Pena. Over the years, Ruy and his team have helped establish Funeral/Color Guard   
  programs in at least three fellow Marine Corps League Detachments (1277, 1347, and 1490). 
 
 Young Marines  
  California has over 25 YM Units, mostly in Southern California which is very 
  rich in Marine Corps installations and retired Marines who are often in the leadership of 
  many/most YM Units. Many MCL members are also involved and assisting this important 
  organization. This includes League member Jose Escarcega who is working diligently to rebuild 
  the YM Units at Camp Pendleton area. He also serves as one of the Area 6 Regimental 
  Commanders (serving Southern California. Jose also serves as the Department YM Liaison. 
 
 Toys 4 Tots  
  Most detachments assist the program ranging from sorting toys up to running a 
  local chapter as a coordinator/coordinating organization. One great success story is Leaguer 
  Jessica Montano who for many years has served as the local coordinator for Fresno, CA – one of 
  the nation’s more productive local Toy 4 Tots Groups. Her success and leadership are used as 
  an example to others in the T4T Organization. 
 
 VA Medical System support  
  There are over 100 VA hospitals, clinics, outpatient, and vet vendors all over CA. Many   
  detachments provide assistance to their local VA medical system. They provide support and  
  visitations with Veterans. One example of support is League Frank Manthei who has almost  
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  10,000 volunteer hours that he has give to the VA Hospital in La Jolla on the campus of Univ. of 
  CA, San Diego. 
 

Department of Nevada 
 
1)  Meetings: Past, Current, and Future 
  
 What     When   Where 
 Mid Winter Zoom (Snow)  Jan. 21, 2024  Zoom 
 Pending  
 Monthly Zoom prep for Convention/Staff Calls - 2024 
 2024 Dept. Convention  May 10 - 11, 2024 Las Vegas, NV 
  
2) Department ROI submitted April, 2023 
 
3)  Significant Activities CY 2023/24 to date: 
 
 Honor Guard 
  Funerals* Ceremonies All Others Total MCL Members Present      Parades 
             34             5        6     45                      13                7 
  * 20 funerals are unescorted with 3 members present at each funeral. 
 Color Guard 
  Ceremony Other  Total  MCL Members Present 
               11      5                16   37 
 Toys 4 Tots: 
  Number of children has your Department helped in the Toys 4 Tots 2023 season?  1702 - plus  
  Pahrump LOC thru T4T Foundation  
  Number of toys collected by the Detachment for the Toys 4 Tots 2023 season?  - 1,520 - Plus  
   Pahrump LOC in their TFT AAR 
  Monies collected in donations for Toys 4 Tots in the 2023 season. - Not reported (See Pahrump  
   AAR) 
 The Department of Nevada has only three (3) Detachment activities participating under Toys for Toys  
  program. 
 Transitioning Marines  
  How many Marines, FMF Corpsman, and FMF Chaplains and their 
  families have been assisted between January 1st and December 31st? (This includes Marine 4  
  Life events, Rose Program, general assistance)    2 
 
4)  Other Notes of Interest 
  
High Desert Detachment # 762 
 1.The active supporting of patriotic events and community events including: Color Guard participation  
  the Armed Forces parade, Hawthorne, NV; Jim Butler Day, Tonopah, NV; 4 th of July Parade,  
  Fallon,NV; Labor Day Parade.  
 2. High Desert Detachment continues to support the Northern Nevada Devil Pups Program   
 
Greater Nevada Detachment 186’s accomplishments for 2023 include: 
 1. Total new members - 24 
 2. Toys for Tots: 
  Marine Riders toys 4 tots: collected approx. 1000 toys. Assisted over 200 families. 10 MCL  
   members present 
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  23rd Marines toys 4 tots: 8 boxes of toys were collected which assisted over 500 families while  
   distributing toys, 8 MCL members were present/assisted 
 3. 20th Annual Birthday Ball 
    Hosting 1,100 attendees. Every branch of service is represented from all most every state and a  
  few from other countries 
 4. Memorial Day event at Veterans cemetery:  Placed over 1500 flags on Marine graves. - 8 Marines  
  from the Detachment volunteered 
 5. Veterans Day at Veterans cemetery:  Placed and removal of over 3000 flags - 10 members present 
 6.  Nov 10 flag placement at Veterans cemetery:  Placed over 1500 flags on Marine graves - 5 members  
  present  
 7. 20 Unescorted vet funerals at Veterans cemetery - 3 members present 
 8. July 4th Annual Summerlin parade - 12 members present 
 9. Funeral conducted:  4 - 4 members present -  No honor detail 
 
Abbey Gate 13 Detachment 1199  
 1. Held its annual election of officers at October Meeting 
 2. Detachment participated at two Funerals by folding the Flag for a deceased member 
 3. The Detachment held a Marine Corps Birthday Celebration at the meeting on November 10th 
 4.  Built two decks and ramps for disabled Marines - cost of $900 - 65 hours 
  

Hawaii Aloha Detachment 363 
 
1)  Meetings: Past, Current, and Future 
 Not reported 
  
2) Department ROI submitted  2023 
 
3)  Significant Activities CY 2023/24 to date: 
 Toys 4 Tots    
  Number of children has your Detachment helped in the Toys 4 Tots 2023 season?  75 
  Number of toys collected by the Detachment for the Toys 4 Tots 2023 season?  830 
  Monies collected in donations for Toys 4 Tots in the 2023 season. $890 
  
 Funeral Honors - 14 
 Community Service - 1132 Hours 
 Marines/Families Assisted - 260 
  
4)  Other Notes of Interest:   
 

 January – December 2023 
 Young Marines: Every Saturday, participating Holiday’s, Active Service Birthdays. Detachment  
  personnel spent over 550 hours minimum spent support YM programs. Members over Donated  
  $10,350.00 
 Scouting: Presenting Eagle Certificates and Detachment Shirts. - 8 Hours. 
 ROTC/JROTC: Presenting Physical Fitness awards at schools. - 4 hours 
 Veterans Support: Helping Veterans Move, purchasing furniture for Veterans, Feeding Veterans,  
  Parades, Visiting Hospitals and Homes. - 68 Hours - Members donated $350.00. 
 Veterans:  Celebrations of life, Internments, funerals, cards, flowers, food. - 44 hours 
 St. Jude’s Childrens Hospital donated - $750.00. 
 Shriners Children’s Hospital Honolulu donated - $1,600.00 food items for the 17 lodging rooms of  
  families of children admitted for care. - 17 hours. 
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 Make A Wish donated $500.00. - 2 hours. 
 American Gold Star Mothers donated $21,000.00. - 160 hours 
 Armed Forces YMCA: (Base Food Bank serving 28,000military families) Food Pantry Hawaii   
  $3,000.00 food items. - 35 hours. 
 Lahaina (Maui) Wildfires Support: Facilitated over $28,000 food, supplies immediately and   
  coordinated shipping delivery to those isolated on the West shores of Hawaii with no shelter, or  
  drinkable water within 48 hours.  Three weeks of non-stop efforts, over 200 hours to provide  
  support. 
 
 
 


