f ~
b7/ No. ) -

i 'I

l lh.i -
l“.

i’ he aflmﬁrp;

r&f

Maqing Eary qute Share'ﬂ%;




Over i
1Y feet
wide!

The impressive history of the USMC is conveyed in the stirring words of “The Marines’ Hymn” and the revered Eagle,
Globe and Anchor emblem. Now a gleaming new collection unites these beloved symbols in a salute to the Corps.
Expertly rendered in cold-cast bronze, each sculpture is hand-painted with the multi-patina finish of a traditional
bronze masterpiece. The sculptural Marines are portrayed in uniforms true to their time period, each hand-cast in
authentic, intricate detail. Side by side, the sculptures create a grandly sized timeline over a foot and a half wide!

AN EXCEPTIONAL VALUE — UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED

Each edition in this officially licensed collection, beginning with “Halls of Montezuma,” is strictly limited so reserve
yours now at $59.99* each, payable in two installments of just §29.99, the first due before shipment. Each edition is
backed by our 365-day money-back guarantee. Send no money now! Simply mail the Reservation Application today.

ORDER TODAY AT BRADFORDEXCHANGE.COM/922505 K1 @ () % I3 ©2020 BGE  01-32016-001-BIH

/' SEMPER FI — HISTORY OF THE MARINE CORPS
/ COLD-CAST BRONZE COLLECTION

Shown much
smaller than
actual size of
about 7%" H -
9%" H; overall
width is 21"
when editions
are side by side;
each edition
sold separately

.

™Officially
Licensed Product
of the United States
Marine Corps
WWW.marines.com

' 1.800.marines

Where Passion Becomes Art

RESERVATION APPLICATION The Bradford mxn—-w-_@@ SEND NO MONEY NOW
9345 Milwaukee Ave - Niles, IL 60714-1393

YES. Please reserve the Semper Fi — History of the Marine Corps
Cold-Cast Bronze Collection for me as described in this announcement.

Mrs. Mr. Ms.

Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

State
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NATIONAL COMMANDANT’S LETTER

DENNIS TOBIN

We will continue moving forward into the 21st century

MARINES: As we prepare for the Mid-Winter Conference we also
continue to push forward into the world of electronics. With some
hard work and cooperation from detachment and department lead-
ership we should be close to 100% electronic by the next Convention.
A few months back, we began putting together electronic banking for
the PLM disbursements because there were too many returned un-
cashed PLM checks. We started by having all the National Officers and
departments give COO Bob Borka their banking information. Once we
were sure the system was going to work, we reached out to all detach-
ments and asked them to send their banking information. We are cur-
rently at 56% with 636 detachments compliant. Commandants need
to call or email in your account and routing numbers to Bob Borka.
He will secure the information. If you email it, he will delete the email
once he has the info. | would like to have every detachment compliant
by the Mid-Winter Conference. | do want to thank all those detach-
ments that have complied and sent their information in.

Also, in keeping with our push into the 21st century and going
100% electronic, | have appointed a committee to look into elec-
tronic payment transmittals and also the ability to register electron-
ically for conferences and conventions. We do have the capabilities
and expertise to get it done; the problem is that a few detachments
refuse to comply and adjust to a changing system. The Nation-
al Board of Trustees not only has a fiduciary responsibility to the

League, but it has the responsibility to
keep the League up-to-date with the
current best business practices within
the world of electronics.

Current or future process improve-
ments will require detachment and de-
partment cooperation for the transition
to go smoothly. We, the National Board
of Trustees of the Marine Corps League,
will not be deterred from our responsi-

L bilities due to a few detachments who
refuse change. We will move forward
with or without you, we don't have a choice. If we do not catch up
and then keep up with the changing times, we will fail, and “failure
is not an option"—not now and not in the future. All changes we are
currently making and will be making are for the good of the League.
It's very simple Marines, “Lead, Follow, or Get Out of the Way.” As de-
tachment and department officers, you have the unique opportunity
to get on board and enjoy the ride or sit back and fade away into the
past. Before | close, | want to again thank all departments and detach-
ments that have worked so hard to assist us in these new endeavors;
it's greatly appreciated.
SemperFi!

S

Should the Marine Corps League Start a Cyber Detachment?
It’s Time to Keep up with the Marine Corps

By Dr. Eric Nelson

he rise of technology in the last 3 decades is extraordinary
I and exponential. Grandparents shake their heads in disbe-

lief watching grandkids with noses glued to a mobile device,
supplemented by atablet. They are busy updating Facebook, creat-
ing Instagrams and chatting on several platforms simultaneously.
OMGand LOL.

It isn't just the grandkids. While off duty, most Marines and their
spouses are heavily tied into cyber activity. Remember mail call
and letters from home? It is a new Marine Corps now. When for-
ward deployed Marines return from a mission, they don't line up
at a payphone outside of the chow hall. Instead, they pull out their
cell phones to FaceTime with their loved ones, or they login to play
online games against competitors worldwide. They live connected
lives. Email is already so boomer. Young Marines favor instant forms
of communication.

These Marines are the potential future of the Marine Corps
League. Their concept of comradery is not the same as Jarheads
in their 70s and 80s. Yes, it is formed in small unit missions, but
unlike older Marines, the younger Marines also form comradery
through their electronic connections with each other. The con-
cept of physical separation isn't as pronounced with young Ma-
rines because they are connected all day long even when they
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are on opposite sides of the globe. Re-
member the friends you missed after
transferring to a new command? Now,
Marines can be in close contact and
keep their relationships up even after
they are transferred.

Real-time, instant electronic con-
nectedness is the way of the future for
the Marine Corps League. For this rea-

Dr. Nelson is conducting
an important survey of
MCL members age 35 and
younger. Please contact
him at Marines@fast
mail.com. He will send
you a link to the survey.
Your responses are very

important. son | believe the Marine Corps League
Semper Fi, should establish a cyber detachment. It

. . should experiment with this in order to
Dennis Tobin find out what will cause young Marines
National Commandant

to join. Our beloved Marine Corps has
embraced the changing times and now
has cyber units and a cyber command. We can follow this example
by starting Marine Corps League cyber detachments. | think it is
time to start a discussion about how to do it. SIF

Eric L. Nelson, Ph.D. is an honorably discharged 0211 Gunnery Sergeant
andthe Senior Vice Commandant of the SSgt Sky Mote Detachment 697

in Placerville, CA (mcl697.0rg).
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Technology, those cost reductions have not been

passed on to you. Until now... NOW WATER RESISTANT
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of Advanced Digital RECHARGEABLE Hearing Aid
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NATIONAL PR COMMITTEE

VICTORIA M

The B.S. of social media

MARINES: As an effective and engaging social media platform is like maintain-
ing your own broadcasting company. When used effectively, it can enhance your
“brand awareness” marketing exponentially! Social media is not restricted to Face-
book; it includes YouTube, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, LinkedIn and others. Each
portal will have their own demographic and ability to connect with the audience you
are trying to reach.

But, what is marketing? Marketing is the activity and process for creating;
communicating and delivering offerings that have val-
ue to customers. Look at social media marketing. It is
considered that the purpose of social media market-
ing is to build a brand and increase a brand’s visibility
through building relationships and communicating
with potential customers. The two seem to go hand-
in-hand. But you may still be wondering, why social
media?

“Social networks are one of the fastest growing indus-
tries in the world and are the greatest form of ‘word-of-mouth’ advertisements!”

eFacebook is the biggest and arguably most powerful social network in the
world with 1.55 billion active monthly users. You need to be on Facebook (as

a business page) and engage with your stakeholders with consistent, relevant

posts.

eTwitter is known as the “in-the-moment” platform and boasts a respectful
255 million active monthly users. Twitter is a perfect online marketing tool for
businesses that want to reach out to people (and are ready for areply). The key
is to be quick and smart—ever heard of “dunk in the dark?”

eInstagram is a visual platform designed for customers to post, share, com-
ment and engage through digital media. As the old saying goes, a picture is
worth a thousand words.

eLinkedIn is regarded as the professional social networking site. LinkedIn
largely focuses on B2B (business-to-business) marketing rather than B2C
(business-to-consumer).

*Google +, YouTube, Foursquare and Pinterest are other social network sites.
And then there's Snapchat, the new kid on the block, who recently record-
ed six billion daily views.

Your social media platform(s) should be implemented by members (consider a
Public Relations Committee) who are knowledgeable in effective marketing and
in social media as well as being in the know when inquiries are asked through
the platform. Implementation needs to be consistent and must be relevant. And
ever so important, posts must be monitored for dialogue/comments showing
your attentiveness and response, but also address any posts that may harm the
overallimage of the Marine Corps League. Proper, effective, consistent and rele-
vant use of your social media platform(s) will increase awareness for the Marine
Corps League—the detachment, department, Division and the National organi-
zation as awhole. It's just one element of public relations and marketing.

SemperFi!

"

Marine Corps League National Public Relations Committee
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Actual size is
about 9.25” W
x8.5” L

Every bit as beautiful
and romantic without
personalization!

True love never fades away. And what better way to express that
emotion than with a dozen roses that also never fade away.
Introducing the “Love Blooms Forever” Always in Bloom®
Floral Box. 1t features a full dozen, hand-made, incredibly life-
like Always in Bloom® crafted roses presented under glass in a
charming heart-shaped box on a wood-toned base. A hand-wound
musical movement plays the lovely melody of “Always In My
Heart.” The glass top holds the touching sentiment, “/ Love You

BRADFORDEXCHANGE.COM/31317

The Dozen Roses That Say

)

“I Love You Forever’

= _ Free
2 - Personalization!

Today, Tomorrow, Always.” You can make it even more personal by
adding your name and the name of the one you love.

Don’t miss this enchanting personalized treasure...order today!
The “Love Blooms Forever” Always in Bloom® Floral Box comes
with our 365-day money-back guarantee. Act now to obtain this
edition at the $99.99* issue price, payable in three installments of
$33.33 each, with the first due before shipment. Send no money
now. Just return the Reservation Application today. Please indicate

your personalization clearly on the coupon.
©2020 BGE 01-31317-001-BIB

Where Passion Becomes Art.

Bradford Exchangs The Bradford Exchange
Sinee 1973 - 9345 Milwaukee Avenue, Niles, IL 60714-1393

LIMITED TIME OFFER

PRIORITY RESERVATION SEND NO MONEY NOW

Signature

YES. Please reserve the “Love Blooms Forever” Always in Bloom® Mrs. Mr. Ms.

Floral Box for me as described in this announcement. Please

Name (Please Print Clearly)

personalize with the names listed (10 character/space limit per name). pqqress

*Plus $14.99 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 2-4 weeks
after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Please do NOT
personalize my “Love
Blooms Forever” Always
in Bloom® Floral Box

City State Zip

E-Mail (Optional)
01-31317-001-E26401
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HONOR GUARD
JOHN CLICKENER

HONORGUARD@MCLEAGUE.ORG

Calling all Honor and Color
Guards! A New Year—A new column

MARINES: This column focuses on the unique duties rendered by our
Marine Corps League Honor Guards (HGs) and Color Guards (CGs). I'm the
Chair of the National Honor Guard Committee and an administrator of the
MCL Honor Guard Facebook group. This column provides another means of
communicating with our HGs and CGs in 50 departments and 10 Divisions. It
will also encourage more detachments to form MCL HGs and CGs.

Communications are the key to recognizing and supporting our HGs and
CGs. Answering questions and addressing concerns from our detachments
are essential. To improve our communications you're invited to contact the
Committee at honorguard@mcleague.org.

Projects
Following are projects underway as | write this column in late October.

First, we work closely with the National Uniform Committee to ensure our
MCL Honor Guards and Color Guards wear prescribed MCL uniforms while
rendering funeral honors, ceremonies, parades and other events when we
represent our League.

Second, we are currently staffing a comprehensive HG/CG Annual Activ-
ity Reporting System which will be published before you read this issue of
Semper Fi. It replaced an "annual request” for information via email. Our new
system uses the MCL Chain of Command beginning at the detachment level.
It contains formats and reporting windows for each level of command. It pro-
vides the National Staff with a better understanding of the numbers and loca-
tions of HGs and CGs, the numbers of participants and the level of support
provided to Inspector and Instructor (1&I) Staffs. Our Commandant annually
briefs our HG and CG activity data to the Commandant of the Marine Corps.

Third, development of MCL Color Guard Policy and Procedures (CG P&P) is
underway. It will be like, but much smaller than, the MCL Honor Guard P&P.
The target to submit the draft CG P&P for consideration by the Board of Trust-
eesisJune 30,2021. Please send your suggestions for the CG P&P to the Com-
mittee before May 1, 2021.

Fourth and finally, we welcome suggestions and recommendations about
the HG P&P and our Honor Guard Facebook group. There were, as of late
October, 517 members in the closed group. Anyone can view the group page,
butonly members can post comments. To join you must: 1) Request to become
amember; 2) Answer all three questions; and 3) Comply with the group rules.
Nominations are not accepted.

Thanks for reading this inaugural column. If you aren’t a member of an
Honor Guard or Color Guard, please consider joining or forming an HG or CG.
We always need more members and associate members to join us in publicly
representing our League and our Corps.

SemperFi!

CONTACT THE VETERANS CRISIS LINE

800-273-8255 & PRESS 1
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ATTENTION ON DECK

MID-WINTER NATIONAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

February 25 — 27, 2021 Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel
777 Waterside Drive, Norfolk, VA 23510
Phone: (757) 622-6664 $129.00 per night (Includes Breakfast)

ALL DEADLINES ARE FEBRUARY 5, 2021

To have your name tag printed and packet prepared prior to your arrival you must be pre-registered. Pre-registration is
$10/person; registration at the conference is $12/person. Please print and complete the following information as you
want it to appear on your name tag.

Name: Name:

Title: Title:
Det/Unit/Pound/Pack: Det/Unit/Pound/Pack:

Dog Tag #: Dog Tag #:

Title 2: Title 2:

Street Address: Street Address:

City/State/Zip: City/State/Zip:

Phone: Phone:

Email: Email:

A program book will be printed. All units of the MCL, MODD, and MCLA are all encouraged to support the program book to help
offset the cost of the Conference. It is recommended that you E-mail your ad for better resolution.

Program Book (place number of ads on the appropriate line) Banquet Meals @ $60 Each
Full page @ 5100 Total Cost
Half page@ $60 Business card @ $25 No. of Meals of Meals $
Quarter page @ $30 Patron listing @ $2 # Beef # Chicken # Vegetarian

Total number pre-registration
Total number of banquet meals
Program book ads

GRAND TOTALDUE $

Check or money order enclosed [_] Check /MO # Amount
Please make checks and money orders payable to MCL, Inc. or Marine Corps League, Inc.

We gladly accept [Jvisa [IMasterCard [Discover []American Express

Name as it appears on credit card

Credit card # Exp. Date *CVV #

Billing address

City/State/Zip

Email

Signature

* For Visa, MasterCard and Discover; please look in the signature strip on the back of your credit card. In the signature strip there are
several numbers, some of which may be part of your credit card number. The last 3-digit number is your CVV card security number. For
AMEX; your CVV card security number is on the front.

Please mail to: National Marine Corps League, Attn: Mid-Winter Conference, 3619 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Suite 115 Stafford, VA 22554. For
credit card payment call 703.207.9588 or email forms and ad copy to LWilliamson@mcleague.org

Please Cc the Chief Operating Officer Bob Borka at BBorka@mcleague.org
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Fry (center) with his team of 2nd Battalion/1st Marines
H&S Company at Ft. Leary, south of Da Nang.

Lonny Fryin October 1969.

The People vs. the War

attending their first Marine Corps Ball.

Lonny with hi bride of 50 yers, Sue Ellen,

My Thoughts During 1969 Vietnam

By Chaplain Lonny A. Fry, USMC

October 19, 1969

| was listening to the USA radio broadcast
in Vietnam, and | started to write this. The
following night | came across an article in
the Reader’s Digest. The coverage | heard on
theradio, along with thatarticle gave me the
idea for my thoughts below. It can best be
explained by the last two paragraphs of the
article. For you to see it the way | did, | have
quoted the paragraphs below:

“What they need most is the assurance that
their immense suffering has not been in vain.
They need recognition of their courage in war’s
battles and in their daily battles to recover. All
about them swirl the voices of their country-
men calling the Vietnam War a travesty, one
of history’s horrible mistakes. The wounded
recognize that these judgments may be proper,
but they need validation of their response
when they were called to serve.

The People vs. the War

These men will live for a long time with the
nightmares of memory. The least their coun-
trymen can do is offer them assurance that
their courage will be remembered and hon-
ored. No matter what final judgment histo-
rians make of a war that to each of them was
personal Armageddon, come when life was
fullest with promise.”

-Reader’s Digest, August 1969

From the radio broadcast and the words
above, | wrote this poem:

As I sitin my hooch and listen to the radio play,
The D.). interrupts; it's time for the news of the day!

He speaks of the world, my home and land of the free.
The words from his lips express the war across the sea.

"My fellow Americans"—with this he begins a report.

Did they die for no purpose at all?
To some their death seems very small.
Yes, they say, “Oh, that's too bad,”
While others mutter, “that’s so sad.”

And what about the guys minusanarm or a leg?

“The largest protest movement,”—I stop and think not one of this sort;
“|s about to take place”—oh no, they're at it once more;
“In our nation'’s capitol”"—the kittens are trying to roar.

They're still alive, but they'll never beg.
Don’'t get me wrong | want the war to end too,
But realize | am doing this for you.

Why do these people storm the White House door?
Do they think they can end the war?
They demand peace and declare the war a mistake.
Who are they for God's sake?

Do they fight and put their lives on the line?
They sit back and complain of yours and mine.
What they do is frowned on over here,
Because for us it only increases the fear.

When these people say our country is wrong,
It makes us feel weak and not very strong.
Does anyone care about our buddies that have died?
By what they say, those guys shouldn’t even of tried.
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The war may be wrong, so some may say, and so may be,
But give us faith in our country, our God and thee.
Give us assurance that you are behind us all the way,
Then one day soon we will all be home to stay!

My hope for America is unity; oh Lord, make us strong;
So that as a nation, no matter what we do, right or wrong,
We will be as one with faith in our fellow man,

Then in the end we will fulfill God's greatest plan.

Shine down upon us and make us see the light.
Let the past fade far into the night.
For the true America, the days have just begun.
The future is drawing near, and it is bright as the sun.



MARINE GORPS LEAGUE
2021 NATIONAL CONVENTION

ENJOY THE HOME OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

AUGUST 9-13, 2021

The National Convention is a gathering of Marine Corps
League members from all across the United States.

TO REGISTER DELEGATES FOR THE 2021 NATIONAL
CONVENTION, PLEASE VISIT THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
LIBRARY CONVENTION TAB FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Local Convention Committee Website: https://mcInationalconvention2021.org

The convention will be held at the Wynd-
ham Springfield City Centre

Reservations are now being taken at the alternate hotel:
PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN SPRINGFIELD HILTON

RESERVATION NUMBER: 217-544-8800
GROUP CODE: MCL

$115 per night plus tax. Individuals are responsible for room, tax, and incidentals.
Rates include 1 complimentary parking pass per occupied guest room. Rate includes 2 complimentary
breakfasts per room per night.
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THE SEMPER FI INTERVIEW

White with a
contingent of
Young Marines.
He is very
enthusiastic about
getting involved
with youth
programs today.

You Can’t Play It Sate All

the Time

Life Lessons from Gary White

By Miles Vining

emper Fi recently got in touch with
SGary White, a central figure in the
Marine Corps League in central New
Jersey where he takes a very active role
in the Young Marines program, Montford

Point Marine Association, in addition to his
MCL detachments. Despite a power out-

age due to a recent hurricane, Gary took
some time to answer our questions about
his life and association with the League.

Semper Fi: Can you tell us about some of
your prior life before the Marines?

Gary White: | was born and raised in Chi-

SF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

cago, and it's not really a long story of
how | ended up in New Jersey. You know
one of the things about life is a series of
adventures. Whatever you may do, may it
be your profession, may it be raising a fam-
ily, that's an adventure. Getting married,
that's definitely an adventure. But if we
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... sometimes you have to step outside of
the box. You can't play it safe all the time.
You have to actually step out there. There
is no one safe place. “Oh, I'm going to stay
right here because it's safe.” And what you
end up doingis ending up eliminating your-
self from opportunities, not going places,
but | digress. When | graduated from high
school | felt like | hadn't done anything.
So, | was looking for my next adventure
because | didn't have any intentions of
just being a regular person. So, | joined
the Marine Corps in 1977. Of course, it was
during peacetime, and the adventure of
boot camp in San Diego was that all of my
drill instructors were Vietnam veterans.
So, we were trained very enthusiastically.
My active duty was done basically on the
west coast, Camp Pendleton. | was with
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine
Division. | was a mortarman. | originally
started out in admin, as 0151, but it bored
me. And | asked my first sergeant to send
me out in the field with the infantry.

SF: Did you enjoy working on the guns?

GW: | loved it. The adventures, deploy-
ments ... we went to Norway for cold
weather training. Then mountain school
in Bridgeport, California. We did desert
training, of course. Did some jungle train-
ing in Panama. Camp Lejeune ... did some
time there. Amphibious training in Coro-
nado, California. So, | had a chance to see
allofthe garden spots of America. Mohave
Desert, of course.

SF:Thenyou joined the Reserves?

GW: After | got out, | went into the active
Reserves in Chicago, and that was 2nd
Battalion, 24th Marines, 4th Marine Divi-
sion. | was also a mortarman there. | com-
pleted my initial enlistment. Did 6 years
all together. | re-enlisted and did 2 years
in the air wing at Naval Air Station Glen-
view. | went back to being an admin man.
Because | was not the smartest young man
in the world, | chose to get out. | should've
stayed in, but the world is littered with
those stories. | was out for 6 years, and
| got laid off of my job. | went back in the
United States Navy for 3 years.

SF:What were you doing in Chicago?

GW: | worked for the Chicago Board of
Education. Basically, | was a warehouse
man for the department of JROTC. We
wereinthe headquarters, and we basically
serviced equipment, uniforms and every
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other type of supply to the 33 high schools
in Chicago that had Army JROTC units.

SF:Whatadventuresdid the Navy bring?

GW: It was a start, and it was a new adven-
ture. | ended up being a damage control
man, shipboard firefighter. And | enjoyed
thejob because what!|ended up doing, | was
one of the guys responsible for shipboard
firefighter and damage control training on
board of my ship, which was the USS Cow-
pens, CG-63. So, a guided missile cruiser. It
was stationed in San Diego at the time.

SF: Did you go on any deployments? I'm
assuming maybe a WESTPAC or some-
thing with that?

GW: Oh yeah. We definitely did a WEST-
PAC. We were originally destined to go
to the Middle East, but we got waylaid
to go hang out near North Korea. Kim
Jong Un’s father was saber-rattling at
the time. This was in the early ‘90s. My
ship was deployed with the USS Kitty
Hawk battle group; we got detoured
and sent to the Far East instead, and
we stayed there for a 6- to 9-month
deployment. We did some surveillance
up the Yellow Sea. We went across the
38th parallel and had to go to general
quarters and slowly turn around and go
back south. | got out, and | was armed
with my two honorable discharges,

White in his Boot
Camp graduation
portrait in 1977.

and | ended up working for the railroad
industry. | started out at Conrail rail-
road in Chicago, and originally it was
just supposed to be something to get
myself established, and then | would
move on to something else. | was a jour-
nalism majorin college. | ended up stay-
ing there for my career.

SF: But then you transplanted to New
Jersey...

GW: | ended up leaving as a manager from
this particular railroad. | was a train mas-
ter ... | ended up going over to a passenger
railroad, and | was an engineer. In a twist of
fate, a young man that | knew and encour-
aged 10 years previously, was talking to
me about applying for the Federal Rail-
road Administration, which | did. He said,
“You got college. You're a veteran. You're
an adventurer. You know your business.
You'd be a shoe-in.” | interviewed, and |
got hired for New Jersey. Well, now that
means | have a very busy plate. But one of
the greatest things, and | want to sideline
this. And it has something to do with how
| ended up serving in the Marine Corps
League. This young man that | encouraged
and mentored, through him I ended up ... |
helped him, and he didn't forget that, and
he helped me. And it was one of those life
lessons of how you treat someone else; it'LL
be reciprocated, and that was a life lesson



White (left) with fellow Marines in the field. While in the Fleet Marine Force, White was sta-
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tioned at Camp Pendleton with 3/5, and then with 2/24 in the Reserves while in Chicago.

that I'll never forget. [T]hat actually influ-
enced my thought processes and my ideas
of service to others as I've gotten older.

SF:When did you enter the League?

GW: After | moved to New Jersey | went
exploring in my area, and | went to this one
particular diner. | was just there to get the
feel of the place. Went to this diner and
well, this little old man that camein, it was
almost like the show Cheers. Everybody
knew him. “Jack!” Everybody knew Jack. His
nameis Jack McGreevey. He is now 95 years
old, and what drew me to him, not only his
popularity, but he was wearing a Marine
Corps tie bar. He had on a shirt and tie, and
the tie bar was a Marine Corps tie bar. So of
course, | introduced myself. We struck up
a conversation. He said, “Do you belong to
the Marine Corps League?” | said, “No, | do
not.” He said, “Well, you will be now."” So, he
gives me an application. | looked at it, and |
read some of the information the man had
on the Marine Corps League, | wrote them
a check, and | joined. | got sworn into my
local detachment, my local chapter. So, we
got together, and the more | went and the
more | got involved, the more they took
notice of me. So, | got promoted and put on
the senior staff. | was the Junior Vice Com-
mandant. That was my first job after | left
the body of the organization.

SF: What are some the changes you
brought on?

GW: One of the things that | tried to do was

help the community, and | came up with this
idea that | was going to put together a job
fair. A couple of the guys, they were kind of
skeptical. “A job fair?” | said, “Yeah.” | said,
“I know a few people, and we'll see if we can
bringthem on board to have this job fair.” We
ended up having 18 vendors that came to the
job fair. Three railroads, Federal Express.
There was a young man who was a retired
Navy officer. He was building a Chick-fil-A®.
We gaveallthese opportunities for people to
become involved, and that's how we ended
up putting ourselves more on the map.

SF: You were trying to look out for some
of the younger guys?

GW: So, they started following my lead. We
would getinvolved in the street fair. We'd set
up our tent and just basically pass out cards
and talk about the Marine Corps League. We
picked up a few more members. A few more
members were intrigued. And what we were
tryingto dois pullin younger guys.

SF: What would you say to young
Marines who are just getting out? And
then, what would you say to other
League members if you could send mes-
sages to these two different groups and
populations?

GW: You're going to put together a fam-
ily. You're going to get your life together,
and all these things, but there's one thing
that you will always be is a Marine. Don’t
turn your back on that. If you have time,
and this is one of the things | tell guys if |
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catch their eye, “Hey man, why don't you
come check this out? All | ask of you is 2
hours a month. Give me 2 hours a month,
and when you give me 2 hours a month,
I'm giving you something. But you got to
come and find out what it is.” That's all |
ask. And when you give a little of your-
self, you get back in return. And for the
older veterans, we take care of the civil-
ians. The civilians, in turn, give us a little
respect and take care of us. But more
important, the ones who do all the ser-
vice, the ones who've been there, who've
done the trials and tribulations ... your
average civilian doesn’t understand, but
they don't have to. Thank God for them.
They don't have to understand the hard-
ships, the trials and tribulations, the
sacrifice, that blank check that we gave
to our country, payable up to and includ-
ing our lives. And when we do that, we've
given ourselves to something that is
greater than us, the collective, the coun-
try, who we are. And that's what makes
us strong, and we're going to get back to
being strong like we were before. SIF

The Finest Marine Rings
Out There. Period

ere is a fresh new version of

Mike Carroll’s original USMC
ring. We couldn’t change the
outstanding design, but we could
enhance it with laser-guided
technology. And that’s exactly
what we did.
You won't find a more perfect
rendering of the eagle, globe
and anchor. It’s still heavy in
weight, extreme in detail and
guaranteed 100%. Made to
exacting standards, copyrighted
in the Library of Congress and
licensed by the Corps.

-,

. s, -
www.EagleRings.com
CARROLL COLLECTION OF U.S. EAGLE RINGS

888-512-1333
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CHIEF DEVIL DOG

THOMAS W. HAZLETT, 59TH CHIEF DEVIL DOG MODDKENNEL.ORG

Planning for the National Convention

MARINES: Woof, Woof! | hope all you Dogs out
there are staying healthy and starting to get back
to some serious Dog Business. I've had the oppor-
tunity to attend several Growls over the past 3
months. They just keep getting better and
better. The attendance is up, and all the
Growls were fun.

| traveled to Springfield, IL, to partic-
ipateina National Convention meeting
and a walk-through of the Springfield
2021 Convention Hotel with PDD Jim
Ransom, the National Convention Chair,
COO Bob Borka, representatives from the
hosting organization and MCLA President, Evelyn
Joppa. | was very much impressed with the area
assigned to the Dogs; there will be plenty of space
for our Dog House as well as our Quartermaster
Store, as well as for additional tables to house our
Lucky Dog, Charity Dog and others needing tables
outside of the Dog House.

After meeting up with and attending the
Springfield meeting with PDD Mike Francis, my
Aide-de-Kamp, we went back to Missouri for the
Mid-West Division Conference and Growl. There
| had the honor of swearing in the local Pounds’
elected and appointed officers and had a fantas-

“The Military
Order of the
Devil Dogs is
the fun and
honor society
of the Marine
Corps League.”

- From the
MODD Handbook

Presentation of an honorary plaque to CMMG.
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tic time. During my visit to Missouri, Sr. Vice Chief

PDD Alan Sanning arranged a tour of the Central

Missouri Machine Gun Plant (CMMG). They were

very kind and donated a weapon to us for one of

our raffles. It was an amazing tour, and we

were able to see some interesting man-
ufacturing processes and had some
great photo opportunities.

My congratulations to all the Pack
and Pound elected and appointed offi-
cers. My many thanks to the NC, MD

and N) Packs for the invitations and the

honor to install your officers. Again, con-
gratulations to the Central Missouri, Pound 77
Dogs on hosting the Mid-West Division Growl.
A special thank you to PDD Chuck Covert, Mid-
West Division Vice Chief Devil Dog; it was a very
memorable Growl.

To the Order, | ask that you remember to submit
your passport funds to Kennel Dog Robber as soon
as possible after the completion of your Growls.
Please keep in touch with your Dogs, we are not
out of the woods yet when it comes to COVID-19.

| look forward to seeing many of you in Norfolk
for the Mid-Winter Conference and Mini-Growl!
Semper Woof!

Mideast Division Vice Chief Devil Dog, PDD Craig
Reeling in his Growl costume, October 31, 2020.



NAMED IN HONOR OF
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Cpl. Mason O. Yarbrough Detachment
1081, Cape Girardeau, MO

pl. Mason O. Yarbrough was one
‘ of 900 elite U.S. Marines selected
from 15,000 volunteers to become
one of “Carlson’s Raiders” in February
1942. A Missouri native, born August 16,
1922, Yarbrough enlisted in the Marine
Corps on June 7, 1941. He trained with
Carlson at Camp Elliott in San Diego, CA,
where he became one of the first “Gung
Ho!" Marines. When Carlson’s 2nd Raid-
ers Battalion went ashore on Butaritari
Island, Makin Atoll, Gilbert Islands on
August 17,1942, Yarbrough was among 19
Marines to fall to Japanese defensive fire.
When the Raiders withdrew to continue
their South Pacific mission, Carlson paid
natives to bury the fallen Marines. Their
bodies were repatriated in December
1999, and Corporal Yarbrough was finally
laid to rest with full Military Honors in
Sikeston Memorial Park in Sikeston, MO,
December1s, 2000.
The Gilbert, Phoenix and Line Islands
are officially part of the Republic of Kiri-
bati today.SIF

INFVMEMORY (3]
MASON O YARDBROUGH
CPIFUS NMARINE CORYS

WORLD WARL 1)
AUGHIETID 2 AUG IV 1983
FURFPLE HEART
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT, MCLA

EVELYN JOPPA NATIONALMCLA.ORG

Hold our members to our ideals in the New Year

MARINES: As we embark on a new year, may we be ever thank-
ful for our freedom and the family time we have enjoyed over the
holidays. One of those joys is to see that, despite the pandemic, the
League and Auxiliary continue to work

in the various programs that make
these organizations stand out,
such as Toys for Tots and help-
ing our veterans and their fami-
lies. Thank you!

2021 will be filled with new

- opportunities and challenges,
and we, the Auxiliary, need to con-
5 "~ tinue to take on the challenges with
- enthusiasm. We can be encouraged by
- the new growth in membership and lead-
ership that has occurred despite the pandemic in 2020. The past
year has changed how and when we do our valuable work. We have
learned to adapt and overcome some of these issues.

Our normal way of accomplishing our objectives has had to
change. Please hold our members to the ideas and principles on
which this Auxiliary was founded with as much enthusiasm and skill
needed to continue growth in membership and build leadership.
Give credit where credit is due. When you finish your present posi-
tion, remember to pass on all the materials, information and knowl-
edge that you have acquired during the job, elected or appointed,
thus giving the new officer a firm foundation and the ability to build.
Strive to give proper advice and realize there may be a betterideaon
how to best accomplish the job, spirited by your very advice.

Our future is bright and the opportunities endless. Open your
hearts and minds to these new adventures yet to come. Help
your fellow members to become the best at accomplishing our
collective objectives.

The Mid-Winter Conference will be held in Norfolk, VA, at the
Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel on February 25-27. All mem-
bers are welcome and encouraged to attend. There is a limit on
the total numbers attending, so please get your reservations in

before the deadline.
Our hearts and prayers go out to those who have experienced
hard times. May we always be mindful of our members’ and their
families' needs. Thank you for all that you do every day!
Please remember our servicemen and servicewomen
daily as they preserve our freedom. We owe them a debt of
gratitude that we cannot repay.
1 To the Marine Corps League, we wish you much suc-
| cessinthe ensuing year. We are here to assist.
Success is built on the dreams of those who seek to
serve others!
Semper Fi!

. il
The 2020 Frances R. Watt PNP/Norma A. Liner PNP Award is presented
each year to the Outstanding Member of the Southeast Division. The
Division Conference was cancelled due to COVID-19. On the left is
PNP Alice Blackford presenting a copy of the letter of nomination
and PSEDVP Inda Adams presenting the plaque to the 2020 Recipient
Teresa Elam, Music City Unit President.

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY

NATIONAL PRESIDENT
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Linda Chamberlain

National Jr. VP
Dotty Sanning

Mideast Division
Patricia Walker

Midwest Division
Darlene MacCubbin
New England
Susie Lee
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PRESIDENT, MCL FOUNDATION INC.

HOWARD C. SCHAEFFER MCLFOUNDATION.ORG

We are in difficult and unprecedented times

MARINES: it is an honor to be addressing you as the President of
the Marine Corps League Foundation, | am humbled by this oppor-
tunity and look forward to serving you, the members of the Marine
Corps League.

The Foundation has many programs where we offer financial as-
sistance and support tothe Marine Corps League members and their
families, to Marine Corps veterans and their families, the Young Ma-
rines of the Marine Corps League and the JROTC.

We help fund the Marine Corps League Scholarship program
which offers financial assistance to members and members' families
who are attending institutions of higher learning.

The Young Marines of the Marine Corps League is a great motivat-
ing organization for America's youth. Each year they select / name
a Young Marine as their Young Marine of the Year. Your Foundation
awards this Young Marine some well-deserved financial assistance
in funding his or her further education.

Our support of youth programs does not stop there. Itis our pleasure
to work with the U. S. Marines Youth Foundation and the Marine Corps
League, by providing additional awards to the top athletes and schools
of the National Youth Physical Fitness competition. These athletes and

coaches are incredible; their dedication to youth physical fitness shows
in their performances at the competitions. Itis truly amazing.

The Humanitarian Aid program assists Marines, FMF Corpsmen,
FMF Chaplains, both active duty and veterans, as well as their fam-
ilies. This program is a true demonstration of your compassion and
generosity. In some instances, this assistance is their last hope.

I know | do not need to tell you we are in difficult and unprece-
dented times. We need your help to continue our mission. With the
cancellation of the National Convention we lost one of our major
revenue streams.

Iam makingan urgent plea to you, our membership, your families,
detachments and departments to consider a donation to the Marine
Corps League Foundation. Any and all donations should be sent di-
rectly to the Treasurer: William Miller, 2904 Cross Creek Drive, Cum-
ming, GA, 30040. All checks should be made payable to the Marine
Corps League Foundation, Inc. For more information, please visit
mclfoundation.org.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to working
with the Marine Corps League for our membership.

SemperFi!

CEO, YOUNG MARINES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

BILL DAVIS YOUNGMARINES.COM

We continue to serve our youth

MARINES: we have continued to over-
come the challenges of current events, in
many cases side by side with our found-
ers and steadfast supporters, the Marine
Corps League. October marked our 671
Anniversary. The Young Marines started
with a small group of units in the Northeast
supported by Marines of the League in the
early 1960s. Our oldest active unit is Grand
Rapids, MI, which was chartered on August
1,1967. Our original unit in Brass City closed
for a decade but was re-activated for our
50 Anniversary and is still going strong.
In October, we celebrated our newest unit,
Ash Fork Young Marines in Dewy, AZ. Young
Marines National Headquarters continues

Volunteer training, we remain relevant
while adhering to all safety guidelines. Units
across the country are meeting where able
and keeping our nation's youth engaged
where others have left them adrift. We con-
tinue to work on virtual and distance learn-
ing to keep our Young Marines on track for
success. These programs will enhance their
experience even after we get back to meet-
ingin person again. We will emerge stronger
and resilient.

| hope you all had a chance to see the arti-
cle from our Alumni in the last edition of
Semper Fi (Vol. 76, No. 4). These results are
proof positive that this program does what it
says and is producing our next generation of

to receive calls and emails requesting infor-
mation on forming new units. Why? Because
even amid a global pandemic, America’s cit-
izens recognize the importance of leader-
ship, self-discipline, teamwork and a com-
mitment to a healthy, drug-free lifestyle for
our youth. It is no surprise to me that many
of these calls are from hard charging mem-
bers of the MCL.

Johnny Baker, Sr. Vice Commandant; Warren
Griffin, Jr. Vice Commandant; T.J. Morgan,
National Judge Advocate.

Last summer, we were able to salvage a
few National level events at our HQ. From
the Advanced Leadership School, Cyber
Camp and a Senior Seminar at HQ, to our
regional leadership schools and our Adult

leaders.

Thanks to allthe MCL leaders who joined us
at our annual golf tournament at Quantico in
September. We had the best weather, a bevy of
great guests and some so-so golfers. | hope to
see many of you at the Mid-Winter Conference
in Norfolk for some much-needed camarade-
rieand afew sea stories.

SemperFi!
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NATIONAL SR. VICE COMMANDANT

JOHNNY B. BAKER

The youth of our nation are future leaders!

MARINES: The League's mission is “to promote the interest and
to preserve traditions of the United States Marine Corps; strengthen
the fraternity of Marines and their families; serve Marines, FMF
Corpsmen, and FMF Chaplains who wear or who have worn the
Eagle, Globe and Anchor; and foster the ideals of Americanism and
patriotic volunteerism.” The mission describes strengthening the
families and to foster the ideals of Americanism. Two major areas
that the League is involved in and supports fully are the Young
Marines of the Marine Corps League and the Youth Physical Fitness
Program with the U.S. Marines Youth Foundation.

The Young Marines is a national non-profit 501(c)(3) youth education
and service program for boys and girls, ages 8 through the completion of
high school. The Young Marines promotes the mental, moral and phys-
ical development of its members. The program focuses on teaching
the values of leadership, teamwork and self-discipline, so its members
can live and promote a healthy, drug-free lifestyle. The Young Marines
strengthens the lives of America’s youth by teaching the importance
of self-confidence, academic achievement, leadership, honoring our
veterans, good citizenship, community service and living a healthy,
drug-free lifestyle. The Young Marines promotes the mental, moraland
physical development of its members. The program promotes a life-
style that is conducive to being productive members of society.

The U.S. Marines Youth Foundation offers programs to schools
across the nation to assist our youth in getting involved with a fit-

ness program. Their mission is to endow
the Youth Physical Fitness (YPF) Pro-
gram and other programs like it that
benefit American youth. The League
recognizes the U.S. Marines Youth Foun-
dation as an independent organization
from the League. High school-aged kids
in grades 9-12 are eligible to participate
in state, regional and national physical
fitness competitions. The U.S. Marines
Youth Foundation, Inc. funds and admin-
isters these events. The K-12 Program is
designed to teach kids at an early age about the importance of stay-
ing healthy and promotes a “Fitness for Life” message.

The youth of our nation are future leaders who will help strengthen
the nation for years ahead. Our nation is dependent upon us, the
League, to ensure that our youth have the core values they will need.
Each programis supported by the League and is covered in our National
Bylaws and Administrative Procedures. Each MCL detachment has the
“opportunity” to ensure our youth live a drug-free life and be physically
fit future leaders of our nation. These two programs should and need to
be the focus of every detachment and member. Get involved! It is who
we are and what we do; striving for what is best for our country.
SemperFi!

NATIONAL JR. VICE COMMANDANT

WARREN C. GRIFFIN

Proper financial oversight must be an ongoing policy

MARINES: We have entered into a new year. | haven't heard
anyone say they are sorry to see 2020 end! It was a tough year for
everyone, everywhere. Now let's move forward into 2021 with good
health, enthusiasm and vigor. As National Officers, we serve in mul-
tiple roles for our League. As the National Junior Vice, | am the cor-
porate treasurer. | am reaching out to all detachments and depart-
ments to follow proper financial procedures and responsibilities.
Everyone must be IRS-compliant. Please, double check onyour sta-
tus now, before it's too late. Working together, we can stay on the
proper path. The financial security of each entity will be well pre-
served if proper oversight is an ongoing policy. The Commandant
and the paymaster are responsible for signing checks. Different
members should be designated to periodically review and perform
oversight of every account. Members work hard raising money to
help the various causes we support; we don't want those efforts to
go for naught.

On the membership side, | am very pleased to report growth is
underway in various parts of the country. The shutdown has obviously
affected some areas, but we are making progress. Thank you all very
much. In our website's (mclnational.org) programs section, there
are two programs which members may find helpful. These are the:
(1) Professional Development Program; and (2) Recruiting Program.
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Both of these programs will help experi-
enced members and new officers who are
leading their detachments/departments
to determine if a detachment could move
forward in a more productive manner.
Perhaps, just a small adjustment is all
you need when approaching new mem-
bers with an alternative view.

Please continue utilizing all media
sources: social media, radio, television—
both cable and regular—and print media.
Keep getting the word out there that we are the organization for
Marines. Our Tribe is here to help bring support and social connec-
tions for our brothers and sisters. One prime example is our Comman-
dant was able to generate a wave of participation on Facebook from
our members by posting the “Suicide Awareness” pushup program on
the Marine Corps League “Connections” page. If you have not joined
us on this page, please do so today.

We will be holding our Mid-Winter Conference in Norfolk, VA. Hope-
fully, we'll be able to meet and discuss League issues moving forward.

Thank you all for your efforts and support of our League.
SemperFi!
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T.J. MORGAN

Send in amendments by April 1

MARINES: Goodbye 2020 and good riddance! What a year! One
to forget for sure, but as usual we keep moving forward as all Ma-
rines do.

It is important that even though some of us are having remote
meetings, we continue to improve and work on basic knowledge
of the Bylaws and Administrative Procedures. You as a member
should have a basic understanding of our uniform code, your de-
tachment/department election requirements as well as the basic
structure of how a meeting is run. All of this information is on our
members' password-protected library on the National website,
mclnational.org. Uniforms are addressed in Enclosure 3. Enclo-
sure 4 deals with all awards. Enclosures 5 through 8 are different
reports. The detachment guide book sure needs an update, but it
will help you to run your meetings. A little knowledge can go along
way these days!

We are coming up on the Mid-Winter Conference. This for me
means BL/AP amendments. Most of the amendments we receive
are for the Administrative Procedures. Please submit your amend-

Military.
Life.
Insurance.

Our nation counts on the U.S. Marine Corps. You can
count on Navy Mutual. Our high-quality, low-cost life
insurance plans have no active duty service restrictions,
sales commissions, or fine print. So you can rest assured
your financial future is secure.

Active Duty Military ~ Veterans = Dependents

For your free life insurance quote,
call us at 1-800-628-6011.
Or visit NavyMutual.org/Marines.

ment(s) to COO Bob Borka. These
need to be received by COO Borka by
April1, 2021, not post-marked by April
1. Anything that comes into HQ later
than April1 will be rejected. Ifyou plan
on submitting an amendment and do
not have the proper format, please
email me, and | will send you a copy of
one in the proper format. Our Bylaws
committee may reject amendments
that are not clear and concise.

Lastly, | wanted to thank those who
have contacted me over the last 16 months or so with questions. | do
have an open-door policy for all, but | also encourage you to follow
your chain of command. The Department Judge Advocates are there
for you and are valuable resources.

Hope to see you at the Mid-Winter in Norfolk, VA.

SemperFi!

*Mutual
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Let’s pay attention to the

approved dress codes

MARINES: | hope everyone has been
.f'* staying safe during this pandemic and has
finally been able to meetas detachmentsand
bg departments. | attended conventions at the
beginning of June in Indiana and Wisconsin
and then in October, | attended Illinois' and
Michigan's make-up conventions; all were
well-attended. After all of these, we
announced our 2020 Central Division Marine
of the Year, Michael Wukitsch of the
Whitewater Valley Detachment 096,
Department of Indiana. We had hoped to do
this during the Central Division Conferencein
Louisville, KY, butit was cancelled because of
the virus—again congratulations Mike.

The Central Division Conference in 2021
will bein Sheboygan, WI, and | will be working
with the local detachment to bring the mem-
bers of the Central Division a great confer-
ence on March 18-20, 2021. By the time you
read this, we should have the information out to all detachments in
the Central Division so you can plan on attending.

In my last article, | mentioned that a detachment of the Division
was wearing shirts with gold buttons, and | said that it was a no-no
to do this. Someone came back and said, “Well, the Administrative
Procedures didn't say that we couldn’t wear these.” All | have to say
is, it also doesn't say that you can wear these. It says what you can
wear with the uniform, and nowhere does it state that you can wear
gold buttons on the uniform: White Shirt, with military creases (to
be Airline Pilot style with two (2) pockets with button-down flaps
and shoulder epaulets). Hopefully, this clears things up.

We are also working on a few things to make life a little eas-
ier in the detachments and hope these will also help update your
recruiting with the younger Marines out there, so stay tuned for an
announcement that will make the Paymaster’s job easier.

Remember, put your hands (fist bump) out to fellow Marines,
Corpsman and Navy Chaplains. Explain to them what you do in
your detachments and to join you in helping not only veterans but
your communities as well, so they know who the Marine Corps
League really is.

SemperFi!

Phil Zamora

NVC, Central
Division

L N
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We have many plans for 2021; be
positive in promoting the League

MARINES: As I write this article, the U.S.
is coping with COVID-19. The Marines will
have celebrated 245 years, so “Happy
Birthday” to all Marines! | hope each of you
enjoyed the holidays. Many of our units are
carrying on a Marine Corps tradition by con-
ducting the Toys for Tots program. Due to
the virus, | am sure we will see an extended
number of families reaching out for assis-
tance this year. Thank you to all our MCL
detachments that have conducted a toy
drive for numerous years. You are appreci-
ated, and we thank you for your time, energy
and compassion.

The first quarter membership roster is
out, and it's time to concentrate on reduc-
ing your department’s unpaid totals. Your
department Jr. Vice Commandant should
reach outto all detachments ona monthly
basis, offering advice on how to lower
those unpaid amounts and give pointers of how to increase
membership.

Retaining your membership is the lifeblood of the League. Every
member of the League is a salesman and should be ready to provide
information to a potential member. Wear your League gear, create
an information sheet about your detachment’s events and activities
and attach a membership application and your business card to it. If
you set up for fundraisers, be positive in promoting the League. Bring
your old Semper Fimagazines and lay them on the table for prospec-
tive members to read. Take copies to the local Marine recruiters, VA
medical centers, nursing homes and other military organizations in
your area. Always seek out ways to promote the League. If you hold
an event or do something in your community, have someone take a
picture, add a cutline and submit to the local newspaper. Add pic-
tures of your events on various social media sites as young people
read these sites daily.

The 2021 MCL Mid-Winter Staff Conference is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 24-28, 2021, at the Sheraton Norfolk Waterside, Norfolk, VA,
with Group Code: MCL. The phone number is 757-622-6664. The
2021 Mideast Division Conference will be April 16-18 at Atlantic
Sands Hotel & Conference Center, Rehoboth Beach, DE. For reserva-
tions call 1-800-422-0600 and refer to the Mideast Division Marine
Corps League Block #9579.

Continue checking with members and widows to see if they need
any assistance. Marines are deployed around the world, so keep
them in your prayers and take care of yourselves and those you love.
SemperFi!

Division Website: mclmideast.com

Roger Ware

Mideast Division
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Greetings from the new MWD
National Vice Commandant

MARINES: | wish to thank the depart-
ments of the Midwest Division (MWD) for
their confidence given me in the MWD
National Vice Commandant election on
October 24, 2020. Itis an honor and privilege
to represent the Marines, FMF Corpsmen and
FMF Navy Chaplains of the Midwest Division.

I am a Charter and Life member of the Tri
Rivers Detachment 730 joining the Marine
Corps League on November 10, 1990. | have
served the detachment with 8 terms as Com-
mandant and 8 terms as Adjutant/Paymas-
ter. | served 3.5 terms as the Commandant
of the Department of Kansas having filled
an unexpired term of a Commandant who
resigned in the middle of his term. My first
term was 1993-1994 after being a League
member for 3 years. My League education
started early.

I and Assistant Division Vice Commandant
Joe Hughes are dedicated to ensuring that the detachments and
departments of the Midwest Division grow and prosper. Between
the two of us, we have over 60 years of experience in the Marine
Corps League. My staff has the experience to assist every detach-
ment and department member of the Midwest Division with any
issue that may arise. All our contact information is listed on the Divi-
sion website. Members can contact me anytime with any MCL issue.
We are here to serve the membership and not the other way around.
Training will be a priority at Division Conferences, and it will be pro-
vided by members with the knowledge to share.

I am requesting that Division members check your egos at the
door. All officers at all levels should train their replacements
at every opportunity. Mentors should be assigned to every new
member. We cannot expect members to stay if we exclude them
from the beginning.

Buddy check your Marines at every opportunity. The threat of
COVID-19 is bad enough, but the added stress of isolation can be
brain numbing and adding PTSD to the mix and everyday life are
overwhelming. Do not assume everything is okay with the members
who are missing meetings.

Stay well and always move forward.

SemperFi!
Division Website: midwestdivisionmarinecorpsleague.org

Jan A. Denney

NVC, Midwest
Division

A

What does the future entail for
the League?

MARINES: The year of 2020 is behind us
now, and we need to stay positive, but if you
start to feel like things should have been
better, remember the mountains and val-
leys we crossed that got us here. Remember
our brothers and sisters who have journeyed
before us. We will take the torch that was
passed onto us, hold it high and proudly. We
must stay on track and, with small steps,
build a better tomorrow for the next genera-
tion of Leaguers to come.

As Marines we will take on the challenges,
we will take advantage of every opportunity
and if opportunity doesn't present itself, we
will create it. Like most divisions, the New
England Division took advantage of tech-
nology (Zoom) to help strengthen our com-
munication. As communication strengthens,
our esprit de corps will be more effective. |
believe Zoom is a great tool that we will con-
tinue to use, but there is no doubt that face-to-face meetings, con-
ferences and conventions are still needed.

A constant challenge will always be recruitment. As Marines,
our effort, ideas, time and our presence matter. Remember, it is
not about who you impress, it is about who you impact. We need to
impact Marines who do not know about the League. The Leagueisa
volunteer organization, but hard workis still required, and we have to
want to do it. If Marines see Marines being positive and motivated in
the in the work they do, it will help with recruitment. Positive atmo-
sphere will generate a positive surround, and | believe that a positive
surround can help growth. If we do not grow, what does the future
look like for the League? A new year ahead to challenge ourselves to
reach our goals! lam all ears to hear new ideas and thoughts! Please
feel free to reach out to me at dporter@mcleague.org.

I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the Mid-Winter Confer-
ence in Norfolk, VA. The New England Division isn't just a division, but
afamily. We are looking to have our family grow across the country!

| just hope 2021 doesn't say, “Hold my beer!”

SemperFi!
Division Website: mclnedivision.com
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We are looking forward to events
in 2021

MARINES: With the new year ahead, the
USMC's 245th Birthday will have passed and
without our normal celebrations, since the
pandemic has caused the cancellation of
Birthday Balls. The Commandant of the
Marine Corps and the Commandant of the
MCL released their Birthday messages; they
are relevant to our current circumstances
and should be looked at as a guide to what we
will be doingin 2021.

The past year's Modern Day Marine was
donevirtually and seemed to be well-received
and successful despite not being able to be
in person. Our League Headquarters was the
t perfect facility to host many of the virtual ses-
sions and pre-recorded speeches. This gave
the League great exposure to Marine Offi-
cers and senior enlisted personnel who had
not known the League exists and that we are
located so close to Marine Base Quantico.

Additionally, in 2020, for the first time, we the Board of Trustees,
were tasked to do the actual voting for the Enlisted Awards for those
who made a significant contribution in each category. These awards
are sponsored by the League: the GySgt Hathcock Award (Marks-
manship); the George William “Doc” Piercy Award (Chief Hospital
Corpsman); the Sgt Harry D. Myers Award (Marine in a Combat Ser-
vice Support Element of the operating forces); the SgtMaj Frederick
B. Douglass Award (Marine in an Aviation Combat Element of the
operating forces); the SgtMaj Bestwick Award (Marine in a Ground
Combat Element of the operating forces); and the Reservist of the
Year Award (recognizes individual mobilization augmenters and par-
ticipating individual ready reserve members who distinguish them-
selves from their peers). It was fun and interesting to look at serv-
ing Marines’' submission packages and decide who were the most
deserving candidates.

As of September 30, 2020, our Division had way too many delin-
quent members, and we need to work extra hard to get our Marines
and associates back into the fold. Detachments and departments
need to get your IRS 990 filed. This will keep us in good graces with
the IRS. And finally, we must get those detachments that have not
done so already, to submit their banking information to National
through their departments, so that they can receive their PLM Audit
payments for 2021.

We have a couple of major events coming up on the calendar. The
National Mid-Winter Conference in Norfolk, VA, is tentatively sched-
uled for February 24-27. If you have not made your reservations to
attend, please make them now. If COVID is still affecting us, there
may be limitations on attendance so don't wait. Additionally, the
Northeast Division Conference will take place at the Holiday Inn,
Grantville, PA, on April 23-24. You can look to the Northeast Division
website for all the information.

SemperFi!
Division Website: nedmcl.org

Jim Powell

NVC, Northeast
Division
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Let’s focus on our

communications to members

MARINES: “Comm Up!” The yell brings
forth the critical aspect of making it happen,
whether preparing for an operation
somewhere in the world or just executing the
daily objectives within our own lives or
detachments. Not having the ability to
communicate effectively diminishes the
overall mission and can cause irreparable
damage to any detachment. As we continue
to persevere through this time in our history
where seclusion seems to be the standard of
the day, | want to focus on taking a good look
at how we communicate today.

The impact of making our mission happen
might have changed, and this directly influ-
ences how we choose to communicate as
well. This change has caused the League to
think about using technology which in reality
can beaforce multiplier when used correctly.
The point of this focus is to make sure we are
all on the same piece of paper and to attempt to enhance our com-
munications strategies. This means keeping it as simple as possible,
knowing that not everyone learns at the same speed or tempo while
also keepingitas transparent as possible. To do this, communication
is critical. Reaching out to all of our members should be the focal
point here to make sure all are doing well. This starts at the detach-
ment level. Since not everyone is savvy on all of the media platforms,
simple phone calls can be made. Emails work well for those with the
ability, and access to computers and social media options can fur-
ther enhance talking to our membership to make sure all are well.
Making calls brings the human side of communications to those who
might bein seclusion duringthis time, and | guarantee it will brighten
not only the recipient of the call but you also. Speaking is quicker
than typing and makes it personal.

Each one of us has a unique gift that can enhance our mission and
our detachments, but without communicating this would never
occur. We are unique in the bond we possess with each other and
with those Navy Corpsmenand Chaplains who have served alongside
us. Part of this bond is communicating not only within our bubble of
influence, such as within our detachments, but also with those from
other detachments, departments, divisions and National Headquar-
ters. My challenge to each of you is to call each other within your
detachmentsto ensureallare well. Thisis the greatestaction we can
doto lift a fellow brother or sister up during this time. As | always say,
communication is still the key to success.

SemperFi!
Division Website: mcl-nwdiv.org

John Moysiuk

Northwest
Division
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We must still improvise, adapt

and overcome

MARINES: As 2020 is finally in our rear-
view mirrors, let us look forward to 2021 with
anewfound resolve to make the best of every
moment with our families, co-workers and
fellow Leaguers. The COVID-19 pandemic
brought with it many trials and a few seren-
dipities that not only stretched us personally,
but as an organization.

Although we were forced to postpone or
cancel meetings and conventions while we
were “physically distanced,” we needed to
discover new means of connecting for our col-
lective emotional and physical health as well
as the organizational health. A great number
of our detachments took advantage of the
situation to regain contact via phone, email
and social media with members who we may
not have seen at a meeting or SOS breakfast
quite possibly for years. Healthier members
took it upon themselves to run errands for
those who were at higher risk. Sadly, we had
to bid a final farewell to far too many of our brothers and sisters who
answered the final roll call. My earnest hope for all of us who remain
is that we will have learned a vital lesson in regards to the reason so
many of us joined the League in the first place. Camaraderie!

At every level in the League we have been pressed to keep in con-
tact by cultivating our “tech” skills. Some adapted more reluctantly
than others. The technological advances we have made with the new
database, direct deposit of PLM funds, emailing all form documents
except transmittals to the MCL HQ, adopting the use of videocon-
ference and teleconference platforms, the new hybrid format for the
hugely successful Modern Day Marine, and so many more processes
that are currently in the works, will all be fairly worthless if we lose
sight of our “Clan.” Our Clan is simply our brotherhood/sisterhood
from our active duty days and for whom we feel ayearning to be part
of again. Itis what keeps us all looking forward to the next meeting,
the next Growl, the next convention, the next opportunity to see one
another and “BS” about how great we used to be. Yes, we should all
continue to strive to become more adept at utilizing the technology
that we have at our disposal to complete mission objectives as we
continue to move back toward “normal,” but it is the fellowship we
experience as we gather together regardless of our race, religion,
gender or politics that will see us CULTIVATE our CLAN in CAMA-
RADERIE.

SemperFi!
Division Website: mcleaguerckymntdiv.org

Russ Miller

NVC, Rocky
Mountain
Division

The aftermath of a busy
hurricane season

MARINES: well, | have my boots on the
ground, and | am off and running. What a
start! The Southeast Division put up with
what? Two, three, four hurricanes? Each one
had a bigimpact on all the Gulf Coast states,
from Florida to Texas with Louisiana getting
the worst of it.

First, | want to thank the Commandants of
Louisiana, Mississippi and Florida for step-
ping up to the plate and coordinating a lot of
the relief effort in their areas. | also want to
thank all the members across the League for
their support of all the members in the Gulf
Coastarea.

Due to COVID-19, | have not been able to
get to the coast region and see for myself
what is needed, but | am receiving updates
from the area Commandants every week.
Again, a BIG thank you to all the members
who have helped with the relief effort.

I have received our latest roster for the Southeast Division. | will be
combining it with the rosters from June 30, 2019, and June 30, 2020,
and try to pinpoint where problems may exist with unpaid member-
ships. | will be making contact with my Department Commandants
and their Jr. Vices. | know we will have a lot of new department and
detachment officers, and we need to help them bring their unpaid
numbers under control. A lot of the new officers need to be brought
up-to-date on some of their duties and the things they are required
to do. | will be asking my senior and experienced officers to step up
and help those in need.

As word comes down from our National Commandant con-
cerning things that need to be done, we need to ensure that the
information gets to all our members, not just the Department
Commandants. We need to know that every Red Hat gets that
information. Like the banking information for PLM monies, we
need to explain to members why information is requested and
what it will do for the members.

With COVID-19 still hanging around, | hope at this writing that we
will have been able to keep our Toys for Tots programs going and that
we have made a lot of children a little happier during Christmas. |
know we can step up and continue to do that in 2021.

Stay strong Marines and stay safe!

SemperFi!
Division Website: sediv.org

Butch Raynes

NVC, Southeast
Division
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Take a good look at your
detachments

MARINES: The Board has been meet-
ing frequently via Zoom over these past few
months, taking care of business and the inter-
est of all its members. I'm looking forward to
the Mid-Winter Conference in Norfolk, VA,
and seeing many of you again. It will be great
to get back to somein-person MCL functions.

| would like to remind everyone of the
Southern Division Caucus on April 22-24,
2021, at the Wyndam, 2 Riverfront Place,
North Little Rock, AR. Room Rates are
$96.00 plus tax. There are refrigerators
and microwaves in every room, free park-
ing, continental breakfast and Wi-Fi. It is
close to downtown with a host of things to
see and do and places to eat, with shuttle
service to the hotel. Looking forward to
seeing many of you there, as this is an elec-
tion year for the Division.

| also would like to wish the current Asst.
National Vice Commandant John Grafflin from Texas and the current
Department of Arkansas Commandant Jim Howington from Arkan-
sas, good luck on their races for National Vice Commandant South-
ern Division. At time of writing, they're only Marines to announce
their candidacy for this office. | will be leaving office but will be there
for whomever wins the election for a smooth transition.

| have noticed a problem as of late—some departments are not
communicating with their detachments. Sure, emails are a useful
tool if properly applied, but some detachments require a personal
touch likeaphone calloraletterto find out what the problems are to
take appropriate action. Some detachments do not have tech access
to even know who their new officers are. | know a Department Com-
mandant can only do so much along this line; that is why there are
Senior Vice and Junior Vice Officers to delegate some of this to them.
Some departments have District Vice Commandants, and they can
be a big help if encouraged to keep in contact with their detach-
ments. If not, then you need new ones who will do the job. Nothing
will drag an organization down more quickly than non-performing
officers. | encourage department officers to take a good look at your
detachments and how well they are being informed. Do what you
need to do to keep them informed and compliant.
SemperFi!
Division Website: southernmcl.org

JohnnyR. Gothar&

NVC, Southern
Division
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Highlighting individual
departments

; MARINES: As | read the various Division
reports, | see an underlying commonal-
ity—the need for recruitment, retention,
respect and responsibility. | decided to focus
this article on an individual department
and will address the other departments in
future editions of this magazine. Being in the
Southwest Division, we are almost a conti-
nent away from the main hub of the League.
I have enlisted the help of my Assistant NVC
Jim Loorya to assist with letting the “rest of
the Marine Corps League” become familiar
with us orphans in the Southwest Division.

The state of California is approximately
164,000 square miles and comprised of 58
counties; its agricultural climate accounts
for 80% of all food types produced in the
world, and its economy ranks between the
5thand 7t largest in the world with 39 million
people which is equal to about 12% of the
U.S. population. It is also the second most expensive state to live in
followed only by Hawaii.

The MCL charted the Department of California on September
4, 1937, and the charter was signed by LtGen John A. Lejeune
(Honorary National Commandant), Maurice A. Illich (National
Commandant) and John B. Hinkley, Jr. (National Adjutant/Pay-
master) at the 1937 National Convention in Akron, Ohio. The old-
est detachment, General J.C. Breckinridge Detachment 10 in San
Francisco, charted the same day as the Department of California
and charted as “Detachment 10”; however, the name was changed
to its present name in May 1942, and the original charter signed
by LtGen Lejeuneis currently on display at the Marines’ Memorial
Association as a historical artifact.

Several detachments are named after deceased Marines: Col
Mitchell Paige Detachment 1207 (MOH, Guadalcanal); Lt Frank S.
Reasoner Detachment 919 (MOH, Vietnam); PFC Eugene A. Obre-
gon Detachment 1347 (MOH, Korea); Cpl Jason L. Dunham Detach-
ment 1156 (MOH, Iraq); and Camp J.H. Pendleton Detachment 21
(namesake of Camp Pendleton).

Many detachments within the Department of California have seen
decreases in membership—a problem not unique to the California
detachments. Many members leave the state to seek an affordable
cost of living. The high cost of living makes California unattractive to
younger Marines just getting their lives started and older Marines
currently living on fixed incomes. Many positives also come out of
California. The state is home to Hollywood, Carmel, Monterey, Cal-
ifornia girls (think Beach Boys), great surfing, year-round golf, great
basketball, baseball and football teams—think USC! Fabulous
restaurants, horse racing venues and plenty of sunshine make Cal-
ifornia a vacation paradise.

Visit and sit a spell and you might be lucky and see some Beverly
Hillbillies!

SemperFi!
Division Website: mclswdivision.org

Patrick ). Connell

NVC, Southwest
Division

;\



A Milestone in Freedom!

Opening hood

1:18-scale vintage metal Detailed engine
replica honors the .
o justable
15th Anniversary _ windshield

of V] Day!

Fold-down roof
upport bar

ALLIED VICTORY AT LAST!

n September 2, 1945, Japan’s surrender documents were signed aboard the
U.S.S. Missouri, officially marking the end of World War 1.
Now honor the 75th anniversary of Victory of Japan (VJ) Day with the “1:18-Scale
1941 Tactical Jeep” — a superior die cast tribute to rough, rugged and reliable

military vehicles that were the driving force behind the Allied’s historic victory. Authentic green finish is
Loaded with authentic features and functioning parts, this military-inspired replica is accented with hand-applied,
precision-engineered to 1:18 scale — ideal for display, yet large enough to show off period-specific logos.
each exacting detail, including an opening front hood ... adjustable windshield ... and
steerable front rubber wheels. [ﬂimﬁn @ :igm;m{dj
Limited quantities available. Order yours now! ' ~
Reserve the “1:18-Scale 1941 Tactical Jeep” today for just two payments [E:sr;‘:fgr:"’a;l‘ezt‘l’;gi’om 1o @
of $34.99*. Send no money now; we'll bill only your first payment prior to
shipment. Money-back guarantee! Extremely limited supply! Order risk-free today! e e )
[ ey T oo T e '
Tl"\e Ha_]’n]_ltoncouecuon (Please print clearly.)
A Division of The Bradford Exchange Address
9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois 60714-1300

UYES! Please accept my order for the “1:18-Scale 1941 Tactical Email (optional)
Jeep” die-cast replica as described in this announcement.

i SEND NO MONEY NOW! City State____Zip

Signature
*Plus a total of $13.00 for shipping and service, and sales tax; see HamiltonCollection.com.
All orders are subject to product availability and credit approval. Allow 6 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 09'09696'001 'E1 0021
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Lorette and Paul Tobin in January 1966.

A VIETNAM
HOMECOMING

A Marine’s Long Journey to a New Life

As a Navy hospital corpsman, I trained for 2 years in the 2" Marine Division with the 3 Marines and the 2"
Marines. Shortly after I made rate to 2" Class Petty Officer (E-5), I got orders for the 3 Marine Division, Da Nang.
I arrived in Da Nang via Okinawa, to be processed and introduced to life “In-Country.” I volunteered for the 3rd
Reconnaissance Battalion at Phu Bai Combat Base. [ was assigned to a line company called “Alpha” and a recon
team called “Sandbox.”

By Paul Tobin

am reminded of a wintry snow “storm” in which | came home,
IDecember1968. I landed at Air Station ELToro from Okinawa. | was
processed out to inactive duty at Naval Hospital, Long Beach, CA,
followed by a short visit with my sister and brother in-law, who lived
in Riverside, CA. He was a Major in the Air Force at March Air Reserve
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Base. They took me to the officer's club for dinner and cocktails. He
introduced me to those in attendance. It was awarm “welcome home”
among these pilots and support crewmen.

Afterathorough physicaland classes provided by local business enti-
ties, | collected my discharge documents, exit pay and a ticket home. My



sister drove me to the airport, and | made my way from there.

From LAX, | was traveling in uniform. | headed to Minnesota to make a
short layover to visit my parents and siblings before continuing on to New
Hampshire. Following my visit, | left Rochester in cold and very light snow
for Boston via Chicago. | was completing my return leg from being mus-
tered out of the Navy, following my Tour of Duty with the Marinesin a far
away place called Vietnam (to type the word sends a chilldown my spine).

Awakened from my light moment of shut-eye during the flight, the
stewardess came to me and asked “when did | last eat anything?”
| told her | did not have a first class seat, and she asked me to take
an empty seat further back in the plane. | did as she asked, and she
brought me a very nice tray of food.

Awaiting meinasmall East Coast village were avery young bride and
her baby girl, OUR baby girl. While in Rochester, | recall being among
family and friends and still somewhat detached at times, as | feltincom-
plete in my joy of being out of harm'’s way, yet “home"” and whole.

During my packing, my father came up to my room and sat with
me on the eve before my departure to Boston, and we spoke of things
... difficult to recall now ... and he touched me on the arm, with misty
eyes and asked, “Why don't you stay a day or two longer, it seems you
just got home?” | recall being surprised by this show of affection, and
I wanted to hug him for it, but | didn't. | struggled with some remark
that my dear bride was waiting for me and that | had my ticket of
passage purchased. As | reflect on that moment in time, and my dis-
cussions with Dad’s niece and God-child, | realize that | really didn't
know my dad, and | missed a never-to-be-repeated opportunity to
hug him and say the words, “I love you.”

I was completing that long flight to Boston. Arriving at Logan air-
port was not something | looked forward to as the terminal seemed
so confusing to me, and | was always a long way from the bus that
linked me up with downtown Boston, on the Commons.

| eventually managed to make my connections and arrive at the
Trailways® bus terminal to chase down my ride north into New Hamp-
shire; | was much later than | expected to be. It was gray and overcast
flying into Boston, and as the plane touched the airstrip, | felt the cold
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Lorette, Paul and Elise Tobin in their TV room in 1968.

of December. | was remembering how cold the Atlantic waters are
even in the summer! On the bus heading to New Hampshire, | looked
out the window as the bus threaded its way slowly out of the city. The
evening lights had given way to the black light-less night; not even the
stars could be seen through the overcast cloudy skies.

I was tired. Usually, | could close my eyes and “sleep” the time away
of the 70 miles to my stop, but the fact that | was on my last leg of

Quang Tri, November 28, 1968-
My Letter from Vietnam

“Lorette, it's happened! | have my
flight date, and | pick up my orders
TOMORROW! | have been turning in my
gear for a couple of days now, as | got
the word to get my check-off slip that
requires various signatures and verifi-
cations. I've turned in my jungle utilities
and equipment so that | don't escape
here with any government property. A
few Marines want to have a party before
| leave, to remember the camaraderie
we shared. | said ‘good-bye’ to Diaz as
he has become a special friend, since Joe
left wounded from the field. Lorette, my
heart and mind are leaping with joy as
I think of my homecoming! I'll call you
when | get to California. | should be leav-
ing The Republic of Vietnam, 04 Decem-

ber, and will most likely arrive in Califor-
nia several days later. I'm sure there will
be a layover in Okinawa to check me over,
check my sea bag, and listen to some
classes for returnees to CONUS. I'll take
this all in stride, my Love. When | put my
feet on terra firma USA, I'll know that
my active duty obligation will have been
satisfied in the care and keeping of the
American people’s freedoms. The rest of
my life will be dedicated to the care and
keeping of my wife and children! | love
you and long to hold you close to me and
... well, ‘whatever will be, will be".”

The sergeants had a little party for a few
“short-timers” the night before we shipped
out. It had been a while since I'd gotten
together with some of them, and | got very

drunk. The next day, | could barely get
out of my cot! The area was quiet. Lots of
teams were gone on bush duty, and | was in
temporary quarters. Someone else had my
slotat BAS. | gave away half of the contents
of my Marine sea bag to whomever wanted
them. So, In December 1968, | was pretty
light leaving Quang Tri Combat Base. |
began a deliberate purge of my memory
banks, the further | got from Quang Tri.
When | got to Okinawa, | was refitted with
a complete sea bag again! After | got to
CONUS, providence may have taken my
address book, which contained a little his-
tory of people and promises. | mistakenly
left it in a phone booth. There was no fur-
ther correspondence from Vietnam or Oki-
nawa prior to my landing in California. SIF
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a highly charged and anticipated “homecoming,” | filled my thoughts
with what | would say, what | would do, how will | get from Hampton
Beach to Exeter! Wow, | didn't think of that! Lorette will be in bed!
After all, I'm much later arriving than | had originally confirmed with
her. “Well, | thought, there will be away." | closed my eyes and tried to
get comfortable in a nearly empty bus. The bus slowed and turned in
awide arch to pull up at the Hampton Beach disembarkation center.

As | stepped from the bus, my foot pushed through newly fallen
snow. There was no wind to speak of, so the snow came straight
down in large heavy flakes. “A snow-storm,” | thought, “pretty.” The
other folks, who got off the bus, hurried into waiting cars where their
friends and relatives waited in warmed compartments.

| looked around for a few moments, reflecting upon what | was
going to do. | saw no life on the streets, all of my fellow travelers had
gone, and the bus now continued its journey north, with one or two
passengers. The time was around 2300 hours (11:00 p.m.), and | was
not now sure if | could locate aride locally or if I should call “Rusty’s”
cabcompanyin Exeter to come outand pick me up. Rusty’'s was a pri-
vately owned operation with one or two cabs that filled a need. Any-
way, | stood on the street in Hampton Beach in dress Navy uniform
with a sea-bag leaning against my leg, and | hugged myself to drive
away the creeping chill that was coming over me. My body metabo-
lism was still tropically conditioned. | made a phone call to Exeter
and Rusty's came out to pick me up.

The ride to Exeter was not long, and there wasn’t much conver-
sation between the driver and me. Occasionally, the driver would
look back at me through the rear view mirror to get an identifica-
tion of some sort, but not being a local personality, she must have
exhausted all of the family names she knew to put a name to my
face. Half-way along our journey, she finally asked me, “Who are
you visiting in Exeter?” | think | smiled inwardly and outwardly and
replied, “I'm coming home to someone. My wife and her family live in
Exeter.Her nameis Lorette, and her father’s nameis Roland Lavoie.”

There was then a knowing nod from the driver and a long silent
stare at me from the mirror, sort of one of those imprintable fix-
the-moment-in-one's-memory stares. As we headed down famil-
iar streets in Exeter, my thoughts were interrupted by the driver’s
question, “Where will | drop you off?” | took a deep breath, and as
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I let it out, | realized | had never been to the house where my bride
took up residence since my departure for Vietnam! “I'm not sure,” |
said. The driver looked back at me for just a moment. | then remem-
bered notes from a letter Lorette wrote. | said, “It's just up the street
from the Fish market and very near where the school buses park.”
The driver's response was, “Oh, OK, we are just about there then.”
I hadn't thought about people’s speech until that moment—New
Englanders sound their vowels differently, don't they?

The taxi began to pull onto the street just down from the Fish
market; | recognized it being not far from where Lorette’s Uncle Bob
lived. | asked the driver to stop. | got it in my head that | wanted to
walk the block up to my “new” home, where | would be living for the
rest of my near future, with my new bride and our new baby girl—my
family. It seemed strange to takeitallin at that moment. | was really
astranger ina community | wanted to call “Home.”

| paid $10.00 for that 18-plus mile drive. | believe | stood for a
moment, looking up the street toward the place | was to call home.
By now, the new snow had accumulated, and it was nearly over my
shoe tops. | picked up my sea-bag and walked slowly past the Fish
Shop, thinking to myself, “This is going to be handy for some fresh
fish dinners.” My bell-bottoms swept the snow forwards as | walked
up the street. The taxi’s tire tracks were the only impressions ahead
of me as imprints in this newness of white ground cover. It seemed
clean—fresh—and it was ... like a post card, announcing my arrival
in peace and tranquility. The terrors of night patrol and ambush
engagements didn't crowd this moment from my mind.

| stopped outside of a three-story old colonial house on a corner. |
turned to look back down the street from where | had come. The cab
tracks were almost filled in, and my footprints were fast becoming
shadowy indentations. | looked back to the house for some sign of
life. Alamp affixed over a side door lighted a small porch landing. The
new snow layered the landing, the steps and short walkway. | was
trying to recall the letters in which Lorette described this place and
where | would find herin it.

| went up the walk and around to the side entry, which accessed
the second story. | remembered that she was on the second floor in
a smallish apartment. | didn't see any doorbell or anything like that,
so | tapped on the storm door. It rattled to life and had somewhat
of a startling noise to it. Soon the hall light went on, and | watched
the shadow of the person inside descend the stairs. The slight figure
| saw appeared to have night clothes on, and her hair was piled and
pinioned with “bubble” curlers and hair net—very attractive (wink).

Allthat | had planned to say and rehearsed left my mind as the door
opened to the cold outside from the warmth inside. | entered the short
hallway, then put down my sea-bag and reached around the shoulders
of thisvery slight figure and pressed my lips to hers foran undetermined
time. As we ascended the stairs, she apologized for her appearance and
said, “When | didn't hear from you by 9 o'clock, | figured | would see you
tomorrow, and | wanted to look my best then.” As we got to the top of
the stairs, | was immediately steered to the left and down to a small
room off the end of the short hallway. In that little room were a dresser,
acriband avery small 4-month-old baby girl named Elise Elaine, sleep-
ing in a ball-like formation. The reality gripped me, “This is part of me,
this is ours.” We left that room, and | got a brief tour of the quarters my
life would by wrapped in for the next 3 years.

| supposeittook usalittle while to get settled; | felt very awkward,
whichis unusual foraromantic like me. We said our good-byes in Riv-
erside, CA, nearly a year before, following an extended honeymoon.
My brother-in-law drove me to my embarkation center (I believe it
was Norton AFB) the night | left for Okinawa and uncertainty.

The rest of the story ... I'll leave to your imagination, you do have
one, don't you?SIF
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Do you know about FOCUS Marines Foundation?

MARINES: | wanted to share with you some positive stories about
our brother and sister veterans who have made choices to move for-
ward and make a difference in their lives. In our classes at FOCUS we
talk about our comfort zones and a blue star goal outside our com-
fortzone. I recently saw a sign that read: “Positive Life changes never
happen fromyour comfort zone."

A group of Marines started FOCUS Marines Foundation (focusm
arines.org), "Continuing the Commitment” 10 years ago, and 891
veterans have attended this program. Comments from students
over the 10 yearsinclude:

“Since 2015 FOCUS, I got my LPN license... currently working on
becominga Trauma Nurse;"

“Since 2013 FOCUS, | finished my undergrad and doing better
personally and professionally;”

“Since 2019 FOCUS, | am now a full-time Chaplain with Warrior
Family Ministriesin NC;"

“Since 2014 FOCUS, | returned home and lost my job. Best thing
that could have happened to me... | now work for a non-profit help-
ing youth transition from street life to family-oriented young men;”

“Since 2019 FOCUS, | am now sober ... attending college for an
undergrad degree. We may struggle alone, but together we can
conquer the world;"”

“Since 2016 FOCUS, | graduated with a BS in Psychology and

a Master’s in social work ... first mili-
\ tary student since WWII admitted to
Phi Beta Kappa, graduated with a 4.0
GPA;" and

“Since FOCUS 2019, FOCUS and
other programs empowered me to
rise above my past and be successful
... Thank you FOCUS."

We all get a lot of advertisements
requesting funds from veterans' organi-
zations' but not many share the stories
of their graduates. | am the first one to
admit that not all students are successful, but these stories are so
important on how our support every day is to provide them confi-
dence; and they know we have their “Six.” Working with three of these
organizations we have developed a matrix to show how we can help.

Check out the websites for each organization. This triad offers a
wealth of knowledge and opportunities for our sister and brother
veterans. If you have any of the challenges in the left column,
seek help.

This is part of our networking class. Do you know someone who
could benefit? | look forward to 2021 to resume FOCUS classes.
SemperFi!
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The United States
Marine Corps
adopted the
motto “Semper
Fidelis" in 1883,
on the initiative of
Colonel Charles
McCawley (29
January 1827-13
October 1891), the
8th Commandant
of the Marine
Corps.

It’s a Marine Thing

Why Marines Say “Semper Fi”

By Terry Flanagan, Commandant, Dean W. Reiter Detachment 887

ome time ago, | pulled into a gas
Sstation, and as | exited my pick-up,
a voice was heard behind me: “Sem-
per Fi.” As | turned to see who had used
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the term, a gentleman with a baseball cap
that had the EGA and the word Marine,
had just exited the vehicle behind me at
the pumps. | will assume that he knew |

had a connection to the Marines as | had
a Toys for Tots sticker in my window along
with a Third Air Wing sticker. | returned
the greeting with “Semper Fi, Marine."



No others words were spoken as we went
about our business. A friend who was with
me at the time asked what was all that
about, and | stated, “It's a Marine thing."
This close encounter got me to thinking
..yes, itis a “Marine Thing,” a thing that is
unique to members of the United States
Marines Corps. As you read over this arti-
cle, tryand remember each time you were
greeted with “Semper Fi" and responded
in kind or with “Ooh-Rah.” How many
times did you use one of those terms to
greet a member of your Marine family?
| write this article not just for my fellow
Marines, but for those who may wonder
what it is that makes Marines greet each
other with a time-honored slogan.

The Investigation Begins

As | thought about this Marine Thing |
began to try and keep track of how often
this informal greeting took place. | began
to notice more and more thatif | had a cap
or shirt that identified me as a Marine, |
was greeted with one of the two phrases
and responded in kind. | would also
observe this interaction between other
Marines around me. You noticed that at
the end of the last paragraph | referred to
the term Marine family, because we are a
family. | have found these same greetings
used by Marine moms, grandmothers,
dads and brothers and sisters and even an
ex-spouse of a Marine.

Although | found this greeting common
in Marines, | also observed that this form
of greeting was lacking in the other ser-
vices. | have observed several vehicles ata
gas station, and some had “"Army Strong”
stickers in the windows or perhaps a “Go
Navy" or just “U.S. Air Force” sticker. The
drivers exited and never greeted one
another. This same lack of acknowledge-
ment took place between members of
the same service who had a cap or shirt
that denoted their branch of service. They
would passeach otherand neverexchange
a greeting. | will say that the only greeting
that | found common between service
members of all branches was if each had
an item that identified them as a veteran
of the Vietnam War. They may look at
each other and say, “Welcome home,” but
that is the topic for another article.

So why do the Marines feel moved to
greet each other? | am sure that a student
of psychology could doa thesis on this sub-
ject, but | can attribute this greeting thing
between Marines to one phrase: “espritde
corps.” As Marines, we do not need a dic-
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A Semper Fi bumper sticker.

tionary to tell us what this means, but as
this article may be read by non-Marines,
I will cite Webster, which defines “esprit
de corps” as “The common spirit existing
in the members of a group and inspiring
enthusiasm, devotion and strong regard
forthe honor of the group.” As Marines, we
have a general idea of this spirit when we
choose to join the Corps. When we com-
plete boot camp, we have adopted the
concept of honor, courage and commit-
ment that builds on our esprit de corps. |
willagree that specialized units of another
branch may have a higher esprit de corps
but when taken as a branch of our nation'’s
military, The Few, The Proud, The Marines
stand out. So how do we get from “esprit
de corps” to “Semper Fi?"

Some research showed that the first
military unit to use the term Semper
Fidelis, a Latin term that means “always
faithful” or “always loyal,” was the Dev-
onshire Regiment, which was a senior
infantry unit of the British Army that was
created in 1662. The U.S. Marines had
various mottos, but in1883 the motto of
“Semper Fidelis” was formally adopted by
the Marines. The quotes below are from
the website marines.com and perhaps
are some of the best descriptions for what
“Semper Fi" stands for:

e “Semper Fidelis” distinguishes the
Marine Corps bond from any other. It
goes beyond teamwork—it is a broth-
erhood that can always be counted on.

« It guides Marines to remain faithful to
the mission at hand, to each other, to
the Corps and to the country, no mat-
ter what.

e Becoming a Marine is a transforma-
tion that cannot be undone, and “Sem-
per Fidelis"isa permanent reminder of
that.

e Once made, a Marine will forever live
by the ethics and values of the Corps.

These words are more than words. They
instill a feeling of comradery with every
other member of our Marine Corps fam-
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ily. It is that feeling that almost compels
a Marine to greet another member of the
family. It is true that the transformation
into a Marine cannot be undone: Once a
Marine, Always a Marine.

| did mention one other saying at the
start of this article, and that is “Ooh-Rah.”
Yes, “OOH-RAH,” not “HooRah, Urra,
Hura, Hooah, Hoorah, Hurrah, Huzzah."
There appears to be several references
of how this phrase became part of the
Marine vocabulary. The most colorful one
appearstobethatshortly after the Korean
War, a Gunnery Sgt, later to become Ser-
geant Major of the Marine Corps, adapted
the sound of the Navy Klaxon horn on a
submarine that would sound when the
sub had to dive. The Gunny believed that
the sound of the horn that sounded like
“ahuga” or “awooga” could make a good
motivator for Marines in training or going
into battle. This sound later became
“Ooh-Rah."” So the sound of a Navy Klaxon
horn was morphed into a Marine Thing.
(Got to love the Marine ingenuity.) Take a
Navy horn and turn it into a Marine Thing.
“Adapt and Overcome,” but that too is
another Marine Thingand anotherarticle.

AmongMarines, “Ooh-Rah"hasbecome
a combination of a cheer, recognition for a
job well done and any other assortment
of verbal acknowledgements. Some years
ago, our community held a service for a
highly respected retired Marine Captain.
There were Marines scattered throughout
the church. His son gave an enthusiastic
talk about what it was like growingup asa
member of the Marine family with his dad.
As he ended the presentation about his
father, with no command given, an enthu-
siastic cheer of “Ooh-Rah!” came from the
Marines in attendance. | think this star-
tled the minister and those members of
the congregation present who were not
familiar with this particular Marine Thing.
This cheer was given as a sign of respect
for a fellow Marine who had been called
to guard the streets of Heaven. Yes, that is
also another story.

In conclusion, there are no former, past
or ex-Marines. A Marine is a Marine, be
they active, reserve, retired or discharged.
| guess you can say that “Semper Fi" is one
step above “esprit de corps,” because “It
guides Marines to remain faithful to the
mission at hand, to each other..." forever.

So, to all the members of our Marine
family and to the future members of our
family | say, “Semper Fit" SIF
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New Veterans Memorial Park, Alexandria, MN.

New Veterans Park Honors
Four War Eras

By Jim Conn, Al Edenloff and Dave Anderson | Runestone Detachment 1409

he inscription, “Let No Veteran Be For-
I gotten,” was the driving force behind
the new Veterans Memorial Park
(alexveteranspark.org) in Alexandria, MN.
Started as a concept in 2017, it took more
than 3 years to plan, raise needed funding,
design and build the Veterans Memorial Park
which officially opened in August 2020. There
were fundraising challenges, tough decisions
on park location and soliciting some of the
funds in a pandemic environment.

The chairman of the planning committee
describes the park as a tribute representing
all veterans of the community and defines
the support those veterans have received in
service of their country. The park includes
a full-scale Liberty Bell replica, numerous
national and service flags, restrooms, a pic-
nic areaand granite monoliths engraved with
veterans' names. Contributing to the theme
of the park, a Civil War memorial statue
erected in 1916 is prominently displayed on
the grounds of the park. The Douglas County
Board approved the relocation of this monu-
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ment from the county courthouse lawn.

The 28 black granite monoliths were quar-
ried from the Mesabi Iron Range in northern
Minnesota and contain the engraved names
of more than 7,000 area veterans. The list
of these names was created with input from
the Douglas County Historical Society, assis-
tance from the Douglas County Veterans
Service Office and from hundreds of individ-
ual applications. To encompass all veterans
of the area, service years range from July 4,
1776, to the present day.

On the granite monoliths, four war eras
are defined: the Early War Era (1776-1917),
Global War Era (1917-1950), Cold War Era
(1950-1990) and the Gulf War Era (1990-
present). Within each War Era, the veter-
an's last name, first name and initial, years
of service and branch of service are dis-
played. A Veterans Wall of Honor includes
seven 24-inch bronze service insignia: Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard,
National Guard and Merchant Marine.

There were many who gave their full sup-

port in terms of their time, talents and per-
sonal resources to the project. In addition
to local businesses and private individuals,
supporters included local veterans' orga-
nizations: Marine Corps League Runestone
Detachment1409; Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 936; Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 235; American Legion Post 87; and
Disabled American Veterans Chapter 25.

Over time, the City of Alexandria, the
Douglas County Veterans Service Office and
local veterans' organizations will consider
any future changes to the memorial. As vet-
erans’' names continue to be submitted, once
ortwice ayear those names will be engraved
onamonolith.

Due to the uncertainties caused by the
coronavirus, official dedication plans for the
park that were scheduled for July 4, 2020, are
to be determined in the near future. Prior to
that event, the City of Alexandria has taken
ownership of the park as one of the finest vet-
erans’ tributes in the nation for all citizens to
enjoy, reflect on and rememberSIF
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IN MEMORIAM

Edward Demarest MacIntyre
November 6, 1933-October 15, 2020

dward Demarest Maclintyre, age
E 86, of Phoenix, AZ, passed away on

Thursday, October 15, 2020. He
was born on November 6, 1933, to the
late Myron Westervelt and Miriam
Euphemia (Demarest) Maclntyre in New
York City, NY. He attended Grover Cleve-
land High School; then furthered his edu-
cation at Upsala College. On February 9,
1969, he married Helen Ruth Chadwickin
St. Mark Lutheran Church, Phoenix, AZ.
Edward owned and operated Eddie’s Tav-
ern for 36.5 years. He was a member of
the Marine Corps League, Paradise Val-
ley Silver Trowel Masonic (PVST) Lodge
#29, Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame Soci-
ety and was a regular attendee at St.
Mark Lutheran Church.

Edward enjoyed helping others. He
volunteered at the Phoenix VA Medical
Center for 45 years and also the Tucson
VA Medical Center for 28 years. He dedi-
cated his life to not only being a great hus-
band, dad and grandpa, but he also served
the Marine Corps League with his whole
heart. Edward joined in 1971 and said he
could not be very active. However, after
while he took a local office and worked his
way up to being the National Comman-
dant of the League in 1985-1986. When
he left that Office, he served as Paymaster
for the Department of Arizona, MCL, for
22 years. He served 10 years as the pres-
ident of the National Marine of the Year
Society. He was inducted into the Arizona
Veterans Hall of Fame in 2002. He also

was Department of Arizona Marine of the
Year, 1978; National Marine of the Year,
1988; Mason of the Year, Masonic Lodge
PVST #29, 2007.

Edward is survived by his loving wife and
best friend of 51 years, Helen; sister, Marjo-
rie Duffy (Ed); step children: James J. Amich,
Deborah Vasquez, R. Michael Amich; grand-
children: Stacey Amich Francis, Gabriel
Vasquez, Marisa Cloud (Jonathan), Jeffrey
Amich (Tia); several great grandchildren;
one great, great grandchild; and many other
loving family and friends. He was preceded
in death by his grandchildren Jeremy Amich
and Elizabeth Ann Amich.

Edward was laid to rest with Military
Honors at the National Memorial Ceme-
tery of Arizona SIF
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ROLL CALL

AROUND THE LEAGUE

USMC PFC
Dennis Warren
Baxter '

Memorial Bridge

Exur Hoary)
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Members of Leland D. “Crow" Crawford Detachment 956
of Elkins, WV, hosted a bridge-renaming ceremony in
honor of USMC PFC Dennis Warren Baxter who was killed
in action January 26, 1967, in Operation Tuscaloosa while
serving with Hotel Co., 2nd Bn., 5th Marines in Vietnam.
From left: Detachment 956 Chaplain Judy Gum; Judge
Advocate Greg Irwin; Sr. Vice Commandant Ron Bod-
kin; Wayne Starcher of Wood County Detachment 1087,
Parkersburg, WV, who served in Echo Co., 2nd Bn., 5th
Marines; and Detachment 956 Commandant Roger Ware,
who served with Baxter in Hotel Co.
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Cape-Atlantic Detachment 194, Galloway, NJ, has a new flagpole. The interior g3 Of The North, Park Rapids, MN, Honor Guard hon-
of the circle that houses the flag will be concrete. The dedication ceremony Was  5ring an Army veteran. Left to right: Ed Branham, Fred

scheduled for November 14. Whiteside, Howard Maninga and Mike Kunz.
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The Greater New Bedford Detachment 1399, MA, and members of the 1 Bn, 25" Marines honored Marine Paul E. Brown (front center, leff) on
his 100™ birthday at his daughter's home. Brown served from 1942-1946 as a Technical Sergeant.

On September 19, 2020, the Central Delaware MCL
held a Kick-Off Toys for Tots drive early. Delaware
Fire Football Player #90 Isaiah J. Daniels, Jr., and
Sgt Bell the Rapper planned the event due to
concerns that COVID-19 will possibly hamper this
year's toy drives. LaFayette W. Bell, Sr./Sgt Bell the
Rapper is also a Central DE League member. From
left to right: Sgt Bell the Rapper, Isaiah J. Daniels,
Jr., Delaware Fire Owner/Head Coach Keith “Coach
" Kerdenski and Central Delaware MCL member
Dennis Sipple.

The Star Of The North, Park
Rapids, MN, Honor Guard
performed duties for a vet-
eran's funeral. Geff Cooper,
Don Haagenson, Lou Schultz,
Dave Free, Jerry Wolters,
Howard Maninga, Fred
Whiteside, Darrel Gruis, Ed
Branham and Ron Masanz.
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92-year-old Ron Masanz saluting the flag, hel-
met and rifle, during Marine Bob Johnson's
memorial. Roger Allen, Navy, and Dave Free
in the background. Star Of The North Honor
Guard, Park Rapids, MN.

i .
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L
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Above and below: Eagle Scouts help the West Hudson Detachment, NJ, properly retire
American flags. The fire pit was named in honor of Thomas DeFrancisci, a deceased World
War Il and Korean War veteran.

On October 15, 2020, Prairie Land Leathernecks
Detachment 1385 presented Linda Cole with a
plaque and token of appreciation in honor of
her late husband, Don Cole. Don was one of
the original organizers of Detachment 1385 and
Commandant for the first 5 years. Don worked
tirelessly to get the detachment chartered and
to organize fundraisers to help Toys for Tots and
give $500 scholarships to high school seniors.
Left to right: Adjutant/Chaplain Terry Williams,
Linda Cole and Commandant Chris Gutierrez.
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On Septem-
ber 27, 2020,
Marines from
Central Wiscon-
sin Detachment
350 posted
Colors at the
unveiling of the
Gold Star statue
in Rothschild,
WI, Veterans
Memorial Park.
Left to right:
Julian Son-
nentag, Bob
Whnuk and Ray
Potocki.

PDD John Cook swore in new officers into the MODD Pound 164, Medina, OH, for 2020-2021. The officers are (left to right):Pup Tyrone Sand-
ers—Smart Dog; PDD David Yehl—Dog Trainer; PDD Ron Braddom—Sr. Vice; DD John Kleen—Police Dog; DD John Pickrel-Watch Dog; PDD
Mike Kirk—Pound Keeper; Pup Bob Mace—Barking Dog; DD Tom Barrows—Mad Dog; and PDD John Cook—Dog Robber.
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Texarkana Detachment
1149 presenting a scholar-
ship check to the Texarkana
College Foundation. Left
to right: Larry Wakefield,
David Teague, Richard
Hall, Jackie Deen and Katie

r Andrus.

FELARLARE MY #1im

s Hoorared dhllovs and =

e [oarkana Colles fundotion  spo—7 i

e BELLANE

w Sthilsvships

Jacksonville, FL, Detachment 059 wishing WWII veteran (Guadalcanal-Peleliu) Marine Larry Lawson a 103rd Happy Birthday. Left fo right: Com-
mandant Charlie Myers; Judge Advocate Dayton Warfle; Atlantic Coast Young Marines; Larry Lawson; Tim Dees; Adjutant Lisa Heiring; and Sgt-
at-Arms Barbara Grissom.
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MCLA Past National President Virginia
Johnson.

The Department of Michigan recently paid our last respects to Virginia Johnson, Past National President of the MCLA and a lady of many
accomplishments during her 50-plus years of service to the MCL and MCLA. Left to right: PNC Jim Tuohy, MCLA President Evelyn Joppa,
PNP Gerri Tuohy, PNC Paul Hastings and PNC John Tuohy.

Members of the MODD
attending a Wisconsin
Pack Growl! on Septem-
ber 11 and 12, during the
Department of Wisconsin
Fall Conference in Iron
Mountain, MI.

PDD DENNIS BEATTIE
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In Glendale, AZ, the Old Breed Detachment (OBD) 767 members took the opportunity to lift the
spirits of fellow 93-year-old member Clyde Brandt and his wife Sammi with a drive-by which
included firetrucks, police cars, motorcycles and plenty of cars! Pictured: Byron Ruch, Bill Fran-
cisco, Tony Torres, John Crawford, Michael Kudla, Richard Carmer, Maria Jones, Bob Bohach
and Gerry Schaller. Clyde and Sammi Brandt are seated.

amarine Corps Leagy,

Glendale, AZ, Old Breed Detachment
(OBD) 767 members sang "Happy Birth-
day" and "The Marines' Hymn" to Jim
Hamilton on August 29, 2020. From left

In Glendale, AZ, Old Breed Detach-
ment (OBD) 767: Jim Hamilton, 97-years-
young, was celebrating his birthday
with a drive-by, orchestrated by the
OBD complete with firetrucks, police
cars, motorcycles and plenty of cars.

to right: Paul “Smitty"” Smith, Tom Mar-
rin, Bill Francisco, Maria Jones, Michael
Salley, Jim Hamilton, Byron Ruch, Rich-
ard Carmer, Charlie Hightower, Tony
Torres, Gerry Schaller, Eddie Maclntyre
and Bob Bohach.

On October 3, 2020, members of the Kentuckiana 729 Detachment, Louisville,
KY, participated in a rifle detail in Crestwood, KY, in support of the 2nd Annual
Motorcycle Ride for the Gold Star Family Monument located in the Veterans
Memorial Park of Kentucky. Pictured are participating members in the rifle detail
and Medal of Honor recipient "Woody" Williams in front.

Ben Cero receiving the Department Commandant's Award
for Elected Officer from Dept. Commandant Bob Ziltz.
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On September 12, 2020, the color guard marched in the Patriot Day Parade in Wil-
liams, AZ. The color guard consisted of members from the San Francisco Peaks
National Officers of the Marine Corps League installed by pDetachment, Flagstaff, AZ, and the Verde Valley Detachment, Verde Valley, AZ.
PNC Paul Hastings at the MCL National Headquarters in  From left to right: Ray Perez, Mauri Jim, Rick Duffield, James Vogler and Keith

Stafford, VA, on September 19, 2020. Vogler. Second row: NCOIC Guadalupe Velasco.
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September 26, 2020, marked the 70th year since PFC Eugene Arnold Obregon's heroic actions during the Korean War. For his heroic actions
PFC Obregon was awarded the Medal of Honor, posthumously. Detachment 1347, East Los Angeles, CA, held a virtual memorial ceremony to
remember the life and heroic actions of their namesake.

Members from the Fox Valley Marines Detachment 1233, IL, and
the Fox Valley Marines Golf Classic Committee were joined by the
City of Aurora, IL's Mayor Irvin and Village of Sugar Grove President
Michels in presenting checks to the detachment, the Marie Wilkin-
son Food Pantry, the Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry and the
Between Friends Food Pantry of Sugar Grove. All proceeds were
from this year's Golf Classic.

Trenton Detachment 207 wishes a happy birthday to Korean Veteran
SSgt Ed Woodrow on his 88th birthday. From left to right: Will Garcia,
Ken Enderle, Chuck Bitner, Daughter Mary York and League member Joe
Sebasto.

Join Roll Call!

ALL MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MEMBERS MAY SUBMIT ROLL CALL ENTRIES
SUBMISSION DIRECTIONS

You may submit photos with short captions in email to semperfi@chipot
lepublishing.com. Photos must not be more than 20MB in size.
Captions—Photo captions should briefly describe the event and list per-
sons present in the photo(s) along with detachment number and loca-
tion. Captions should be no longer than 60 words. Please do not include
information about persons not present in the photo(s).

Photos—We cannot use photos that are inserted into an email, PDF
or MS Word document. Please make sure each photo is a separate
file in the highest resolufion possible (specific criteria are in the

instructions on the upload site).

Permission—For photos of youths under age 18, please visit www.mc
leaguelibrary.org/programs documents for the Photo Release Form.

Sorry—There are no guarantees of publication. The most common rea-
sons for Roll Call rejection are: 1) the photo was blurry or too small in size,
and 2) the uniforms in the photo did not meet regulations.

If you have any questions about uniform regulations, please contact
Butch Raynes of the Uniform Committee at the National website: www.
mclnational.org.

NOTICE TO MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENTS!

Please consider taking a group photo of your detachment’'s mem-
bership. Department and division conferences are another way to
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W0 JIMAS

BOOK REVIEWS

BOOKS FOR, ABOUT & BY MARINES - BY BOB BORKA

A New Perspective on Iwo
Jima

Marine Corps League Member
Charles Jones tells a story about
two officers who met on Iwo Jima in
1945. They made a promise for the
future. The story is used as a catalyst
to describe military information,
plans, jargon and their way of life.
There is an excellent collection of
photographs and a great deal of
supporting information.

“THROW ONE FOR THE ROCK™

Too Datvensity of Nowth Caraling *Tar Hoel™ Murine
Weet on lwo fima Ja 1945

Iwo Jima's Battlefield Promise: Two
University of North Carolina “Tar Heel"”
Marines Meet on Iwo Jimain1945

By Col Charles A. Jones, USMC (Ret)
Paperback: 712 pages

Publisher: CreateSpace Independent
Publishing Platform, 2018

Language: English
ISBN: 978-1976351556

COLONEL CHARLES A, JONES
U3 MARINE CORPS RESERVE (RETIMFD)

A Vietnam Vet’s Trials and
Tribulations

Marine Corps League Member Clyde
Hoch takes readers from small town
Pennsylvania through his time in the
Marine Corps, including across the

Tracks: Memoirs of a Vietnam Veteran
By Sgt Clyde D Hoch, USMC (Veteran)
Paperback: 162 pages

ocean to Vietnam. As a tank driver, Hoch
provides interesting descriptions of tank
operations and what his tour of Vietnam
was like. Animportant goal after Vietnam
was reconnecting with fellow Marines.
Most importantly is his hope that
perspectives change and that people
learn and grow.

The book is an excellent read and flows
well. The collection of photos fits within
the storyline.

Publisher: Clyde Hoch, 2010
Language: English
ISBN: 978-0615396576

Time as a POW in Korea

Marine Korean War POW, Fred Holcomb of Dunlap,
TN, has recently shared his experience via 15 hours of
phone conversation with MCL member Gary Manning

in Delhi, NY. Those wishing to access a gratis, PDF ver-
sion of Fred's story, Still Standing, can do so by contact-
ing Gary at gmanningoo1@stny.rr.com.

For consideration for review, please send books to:

NOTICE TO PUBLISHERS & AUTHORS

MCL National Headquarters, ATTN: COO, 3619 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 115, Stafford, VA 22554
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NATIONAL UNIFORM COMMITTEE

BUTCH RAYNES

The Marine Corps League uniform

MARINES: All the good times have come and gone: Marine Corps
Birthday, Toys for Tots and Christmas. With COVID-19 | hope everyone
is doing well. One of the questions | have received lately concerns the
wearing of the Marine of the Year Medallion with either DoD or MCL
ribbons. It says in Enclosure 3 you do not mix the DoD with MCL, and
the Marine of the Year is an MCL award. Repeat: you do not mix the
DoD and MCL RIBBONS.

The Marine of the Year Medallion can be worn with either DoD or
MCL ribbons; the Medallion is an altogether different award. The
only time you do not wear the MOY Medallion is when wearing a polo
shirt or civilian attire. You must be in an MCL uniform when wearing
the MOY Medallion, undress long sleeve, short sleeve uniform, red
blazer casual or dress or mess dress uniform.

Lately, | have seen a lot of Color Guard members wearing a small
“Color Guard” patch under their MCL patch. The Color Guard patchis
not allowed and should be removed. Also, the pin thatisin the shape
of afolded flagis not an authorized pin and should not be worn.

As some of you may know, we have a couple members of the Uni-
form Committee working on a manual that will include pictures of
the proper way to wear the uniform and what can be worn on it and

what cannot.

As a reminder, you may not wear a
name tag or mini medals on your Red
Blazer Uniform. You may wear three
large medals (of the wearer's choice)
on the left breast, centered above the
pocketand onasingle bar,and you may
wear two lapel pins (again of the wear-
er's choice) and one mini ribbon. No
jump wings or air crew wings, and as
of now, you cannot wear the Vietnam
commemorative pin. There will be a
Bylaw submitted at National Convention in 2021 to add that pin to
the list of authorized pins.

One last thing regards uniform shoes. | have heard from some
members that there are some uniform shoes they cannot wear
because of problems with their feet. If that is the case, you may wear
a black shoe that is plain toe and shined; sneakers are not allowed
and no cowboy boots.

SemperFi!

FEB 20 - MAR 4

50th Anniversary of the
Vietnam War— I-Corps &
Battle of Hue City & Tet

APR 17 -30
Vietnam 55th Anniversary
“Delta to DMZ”

i% “NEW” MAY 1 -7
MHT Civil War Adventure
“North to Gettysburg”
Gettysburg & Antietam

MAY 22 -31
WWI Devil Dogs in France
MAY 27 -JUN 9

77th Anniversary of D-Day &
Battle of the Bulge & Paris

JUN1-9
77th Anniversary of D- Dayw
Normandy to Paris = | |

JUN 12 - 25; oa ' B

MILITARY"

HISTORICAL TOURS, INC

1L 8. 6.6 6

13198 CENTREPOINTE WAY STE 202
WOODBRIDGE, VA 22193-5285
703-590-1295 * www.miltours.com
mhtours@miltours.com

France

10% \L -/

MEMBER DISCOUNT &8 .

."\ r
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Cathedrals of Northern T !

UPCOMING TOURS

JuLl1-11
Russia “Eastern Front” Battle
of Kursk, Moscow & Stalingrad

JUL31-AUG5
“Bloody’ Tarawa

AUG1-9
Guadalcanal—Op Watchtower

AUG 14 - 27
Germany—Rise & Fall of the
Third Reich: Munich-Berlin-
Nuremberg-Dresden-Prague

AUG 21 -31
VN I-Corps SgtMaj Overstreet
AUG 26 — SEP 7

“In the Footsteps” D-Day, The
Bulge & Market Garden

AUG 28 — SEP 9
Southern Italy & Sicily

SEP 8 — 22
Ireland—WWII U.S. Marines

_ Irish.Marines—Dublin & Belfast
' SEP9 =14 :

Midway Island Return
SEP 13 - 25

~Waterloo & Nap‘oleop’—

USMC Veteran Owned & Operated Since 1987
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REUNIONS

Marine Corps: Hotel 2/7

Marine Corps: Hotel 2/7 Vietnam Veterans
Reunion (1965-1970), June 24-27, 2021, at
the Crowne Plaza, Jacksonville, FL, 32218.
Contact Steve Cone at 843-424-8279 or email

scone1948@yahoo.com.

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

EVENT CALENDAR

2021

Mid-Winter Conference
February 25-27
Norfolk, VA
mclnational.org

Modern Day Marine
May 10-13
Quantico, VA
mclnational.org
marinemilitaryexpos.com

Modern Day Marine
September 21-23 *The dates above are tentative due
Quantico, VA to possible COVID-19 restrictions.

mclnational.org
marinemilitaryexpos.com

Mideast Division Conference
April 16-18
Rehoboth Beach, DE
mclnational.org

2022

Mid-Winter Conference
February 24-26

National Convention Norfolk, VA
August 9-13 mclnational.org
Springfield, IL

mclnational.org

F

Please check mclnational.org
before making reservations.

THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
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ALABAMA

JOHN BAGWELL
THOMAS V. MILITANO
JAKE NAPIER

ARIZONA

RICHARD COLER
MICHAEL K. FERGUSON
RICK HONISCH

JOHN LONDELUIS
ROBERT ). MOORE
LIONEL SANCHEZ
JOSEPH A. VAN

ARKANSAS
WILLIAM T.BOUNDS
MICHAEL C. MCKINNIS

CALIFORNIA
ROBERT L. BAILEY
REV. WONTAE CHA
THOMAS CONRADY
HARRISON A. DEDMOND
MELVIN R. ESPINOSA
JOSEPH GUNTER
RICHARD J. MCCANN
CLARENCE (PETE)
MUSKOPF

ROBERT W. POMEROY
KENNETH G. STARK
CRAIG JAY WILLIAMS

COLORADO

PAUL R. DARROW
JAMES F. EVANS
CHARLES F. KNAPP
WAYNE REYNOLDS

CONNECTICUT

DENNIS E. HAVELEVITCH
JOSEPH J. BUCHHEIT
WILLIAM T. CONNORS
STANLEY OLEJARZ

DELAWARE
REV.JOHN E. BAILEY
WESLEY BEERS

JOSEPHT. FITZGERALD
ROBERTF.
FRANCKOWIAK
JOSEPH L.
HINDERHOFER
CRAIG B. JAMES
WILLIAM F. KERRIGAN
RALPH SELF

DONALD K. SMITH

FLORIDA

JOHN E. ALIYETTI
RALPH BRAUNSCHWEIG
ANDREW BROCATO
EUGENE E. BROWN
JOSEPH C.BRUNO
EDWARD BRUNO
RONALD S. CAMPBELL
MIGUEL A. COTRICH
DANIEL D. DICKERSON
ALVIN EBERSBACH
JOHN FIERRO
RICHARD A. GILLING
GEORGED. KELLER
ROYE.LEVI

ROGERD. LEWIS
RAYMOND D. LISTA
ELWOOD LITTERAL
TOMMIE C. MABE
RAYMOND L. MAGNETTI
DAVID T. MANCE
JOSEPH P. MARINO
BERTHILLA. MCGREGOR
LEO L. MERCIER

JULIUS MILLER

JACK H.NASH

MAURICE E. NELSON
ROBERT P.NETZEL
JOHN B.NEWLIN
RUSSELL E.OLDS
CALVIN O. O'ROURKE
LESTER M. OSTEEN
NICHOLAS A. PANKOSKY
ROBERT G. RELPH
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TONY ROSSI
RONALD W. RYAN
CHARLES E. SLAVEN
WILLIAM W. SMITH
JOSEPH F. SMITH
JOHN W. STEPHENS
MICHAEL TONICH
JERRY VAN
STEPHEN R. WATTS

GEORGIA

GEORGE L. BAILEY
JESSICA CHURCHWELL
TERESA CRAWLEY
DWAYNE GILBERT
LAVONDA
HEINTZELMAN
WALTER D. HORNE
JON M. PAYNE
ALBERT D. RAMSEY
MICHAEL W. STEPEN

IDAHO
LOWELL B. WELLS

ILLINOIS

SPENCER R.BOND
DONALD CURLEY
RAYMOND C. DENOYER
ROBERT J. GAWLAS
ROBERT J. JENKINS
RICHARD J. KABBES
NORMAN J. LEESON
WILLIAM C. MARCINIAK
RALPH STOEDTER
DONOVAN VERMEIRE

INDIANA

CHARLES W. BURGESS
GARY T.CHAFTON
PAUL A. CONDE
DANIELT. FLAVIN

DAN A. GRANT

HENRY D. HALL
SPENCERL. HAYES
PAUL HERRING

RUSSELL HUNTER
MICHAEL M. JACOB
GERALD C. JENKINS
CECIL MILLS
DONALD A. MITCHELL
RAY SHEPARD
ANDREW ). VELEZ
ROBERT ZEMBURSKI

IOWA
LORAS NEMMERS

KANSAS

DANIEL ). CONNOLLY
GEORGE E.HUDSON
ROBERT P. MCFADDEN
JOHN LEE SPARKS
EDWARD L. THOMPSON

KENTUCKY
OSCARC.CODEY
ROBERT W. EBERT
BOB ROSS

RICHARD R. SLUKICH
CLARENCEL.SMITH
RAY H.STOESS
FRANK L. WELTY

LOUISIANA
PATRICIA HORTSCH

MAINE

DONALD T. BRAWN
LEO A.GOULD, JR.
CHARLES M. JOHNSON
DAVID T. KIRK, SR.
MALCOLM A.NOYES
BENOIT ST.HILAIRE
GRADY . THURLOW
ROGER ). TORRES

MARYLAND
RUSSELL V.BITTNER
HARRY C. CODDINGTON
GARY F. DAMERON
EUGENE J. FREDERICK
ROGERF. PHILLIPS

LANCE CPL CAITLIN

PAUL E. TOMKO
RAYMOND WHARTON

MASSACHUSSETTS
JOSEPH A. BRAGALONE
BRUCE E. CARROLTON
JOHN CRISAFULLI
FOSTER K. CUMMINGS
FRANCIS P. DRISCOLL
CHARLES N. GILBERT
WILLIAM GOCHIS
WILLIAM H. LANGILL
SGT.JAMES J. O'BRIEN
WILLIAM J. SIMPSON
KENNETH E. VINAL

MICHIGAN

CLAUDER. CENTERS
HARRY C. DEMESHKO
GEORGE E.DOLAN
DAVID A. EAKIN
DAROLD ). HYDE
JAMES E. MILAS
PAUL PALMER
SCOTT B.RANDOLPH

MINNESOTA
FLOYD BACKSTROM
JERRY SHORE

MISSOURI
MARSHALL ). BIESEN
HARRY FROMAN
MARKA.TROUTT, SR.

MONTANA
BERNARD K. BARTON
RICHARD A.
BLANKENSHIP
DAVID LEE FARRIS

NEVADA

EDWIN R. HANSON

RONALD L.STRONG
BARBARA TEMPLE

NEW HAMPSHIRE
WILLIAM C. TRAEGER



NEW JERSEY

LENORA ABENE
CLINTON W. ACKERMAN
CHARLES F. AHO
EDWARD S. AKKAWAY
RAYMOND R. BARRICK
ROBERT J. BATESON
ALLEN G. BLACK
JOHN S. BODNAR
MICHAEL CASHMAN
LOUIS A. CONTINO
ROBERT V. COSTANTIN
JOSEPH G. DEMARINO
GEORGE DUFFY
GEORGE R. ECHOLS
WARREN J. GANSERT
JOEL R. GARDNER
LOUIS GIOVANNI
CARL GRACE
ALEXANDER
GREENWOOD
CARMEN E. GUARINO
ISAAC P. HAND
THOMAS J. HARKINS, SR.
SAVERIO C.IANNACCONE
WILLIAM M. IANNOZZI
HERBERT W. IRWIN
JOSEPH IVANITSKI
ROBERT W. JUDGE
BOBR. KOLLAR
ROBERT J. KOWALSKI
MICHAEL LADINES
ALBERTS. LOETELL
ALFRED J. LOSPINOSO
THOMAS J. MAHONEY
JOHN R. MANDATO
PAUL D. MARETZKY
FRANK MARRANCA
EDWARD MCLAUGHLIN
ROBERTS. MOIR
PETERT. MOONEY
JOHN NAZZARETTO
JOHN O'BRIEN
CHARLES N. PALERMO
RONALD C. PARENT
JOSEPH J. PATRICK
JOHN PETRIDES
RUDOLPH J. PINTO
MARIO PRALOTTO
CHARLES H. ROBINSON
JOSEPH M. RUIZ
TYRRELL K. RYDGREN
ROY F. SHERMAN
MANUEL SIMOES
JOHN E.SMITH
WILLIAM C. SMITH
HARRIETT SOSELY

EDWARD T. STEINIGER
ROBERT J. SZWAK
HAROLD TAYLOR
DAVID H. TROJAN
JOHN A. VAN

ALBERT P. VNENCAK
RICHARD F. WALTER
OTTO A. WIRSING
LOUIS R. ZACCHINO
MICHAEL J. ZECCA

NEW MEXICO

DON KIDD

CHRISTIAN P. MALACREA
CHERYL A. OGLESBY
LEONARD PRITIKIN

NEW YORK
JOHN P. AUTORINO
JACK BADYNA
JOSEPH V. BARCA
EDWARD B. BASS
JOSEPH BAXTER
ERIC L. BELLAMY
BILL BRANDER
WOLFERT CONOVER
WILLIAM L. CORRIGAN
LOUIS S. FUSARO
JOHN D. GUILFOYLE
ALLEN F. HOUGH
CLARENCE JAYE
CHARLES KNELLER
JOHN F.KUCA
EDWARD M. KURDYLA
ARTHUR G. LIVESEY
JOAN MATHENY
MICHAEL A. MCDONALD
DAVID E. MCPECK
SEBASTIAN MICELI
DONALD W. MILLER
JAMES J. MORTIMER, JR.
RICHARD J. MURPHY
RICHARD O'SHEA
CLIFFORD A. POST
WILLIAM REJMANIAK
THOMAS P. SANTORO
PATSY SANTORO
MANUEL SANTOS
ALF.SANZA
SAMUEL A. SASSO
HENRY M.
SCHREINER, JR.
HARRY SLAGLE
TOM SOTTILE
BERT SPRINGSTEAD

NORTH CAROLINA
NORMAN C. ALBERT
JAMES P. BRENNAN

DORA P. BRENNAN
CARLR.COX

PAUL DESRUISSEAUX
JAMES D. HOSTETTER
EUGENE R. KLUM
JAMES R. KRUCZEK
LORAN D. MARLOW
FRANCIS T. MCNEIVE
DOROTHY A. NEVGLOSKI
ALANS. PREBLE
ROBERT J. ROUBAUD
RUSSELL EDWIN SPALTI
IHOR SYWANYK
DONALD R. TANCREDI
JOSEPH B. TEDDER
FRANCIS THURBER

OHIO

GLENN R. BAKER
LEO D. BARLOW
KENNETH DISHMAN
DALE E. KEELER
ANDREW LAZARIS
EDWIN F. MANNION
MIKE MILLER
JOHN E. RHODES
BARRY M. RYAN
CATHERINE A. RYAN
THOMASR.STORER
LARRY G. WILLIAMS

OKLAHOMA
VICKY WILLIAMS

OREGON

WILLIAM R. EVANS
HUSTON R. JERNEE
JUDY RUSSELL
ALLEN W. WALKER

PENNSYLVANIA
ROBERT ABBOTT
ROBERT ALASEVICH
DAVID APGAR

JERRY A. BAYLOR
FRANCIS .
BEDNAROFSKY

JAMES M. BROWER
HENRY M. BUZA

JAMES COE

PETER COSENZA
GEORGE F. EISENBROWN
CLARENCE E.EMIG
RICHARD J. FILIPPINI
ALLAN D. FREEMAN
LARRY J. FRISBEE
CHARLES L. FUELLGRAF
CHARLES W. GARMAN
ROBERT D. GAVIN
JACKR. GEER

ONCE A MARINE, ALWAYS A MARINE

DANIEL E. GROVE
WARREN E. HARPER
LUTHERS. HENNE
) MICHAEL KALIN
RAYMOND L. KLEIN
ROBERT A. KOLAR
FRED KROM, JR.
ALAN E. MACAULEY
DOMINICK MARCIANO
WALTER MAYES
GEORGE F. MCCLOSKEY
ROBERT MEDLOCK
RICHARD F. MICOLUCCI
WILLIAM W. MOORE
WILLIAM E. MOORE
RAYMOND C.
PATTERSON
THOMAS J. POTTER
MATTHEW PROTZMAN
JOHN SABATINO
JOSEPH F. SANTARSIERO
MANFRED O. SAUER
DONNAL.SCOTT
ANTHONY C. SHERRON
WAYNE M. STECK
PHILLIP G. TOMKO
JAMES E. TREHER
FREDERICK W. WAGNER
THOMAS G. WEAVER
NELSON E. WHITSEL
WILFRED WOLF
ROBERT E. WRIGHT

RHODE ISLAND
ANTHONY P. TOKARZ

SOUTH CAROLINA
THOMAS H.BOYD
NORMAN BREMER
JOHN R. BURCKHALTER
LARRY DEMAIO
JOSEPH E. JONES
EDWIN F. VOZELLA

TENNESSEE

JOHN H. ARNOLD
ROBERT E. BOX
DAVID A.
CARTWRIGHT, SR.
DONALD F. CLEARY
ROBERT E. COMPTON
BOB W. HOWARD
EDDIEL.JONES
WAYNE C. ROBBINS
ALFRED M. ROME
BURNETT T. THOMAS
JOHN A. WINSLER
MICHAEL C. ZINGALE

TEXAS

HENRY M. CARROLL
JUDY D. CASEY
WILLIAM R. FULLERTON
DENISE A. MCINTOSH

VERMONT

HONORA BECHARD
EVERETT W. CLIFFORD
FREDERICK J. MCMAHON
ROBERT H.SARGENT

VIRGINIA

THOMAS M. ALBRECHTA
ALBERT G. DELUCIEN
FRED B. PARKER
DONALD H. SHIFFERT
JACK C. SMITH

WASHINGTON

DON ALWARD
BYRON B. CARLSON
DONALD H. CHENEY
OTIS W. DENNIS
HANS HANGARTNER
DAVID E. HARE
CHARLES A.HARPER
DAVID M. HAUNTZ
MICHAEL D. HUME
SIMBA MCKENZIE
THOMAS J. MCKEOWN
ROBERT W. NELSON
KAREN S. PHIPPS

WEST VIRGINIA
DONALD K. CLIFF
WILLIAM B. DUMAS
DAVID C. FINLEY
CHARLES D. GEARHART
JAMES R. LACKEY
ADDISON O. MILLER
JOHN R. PENNYBACKER
RICHARD E. SEELEY
DAVID E. THOMPSON
FRAZER HENRY WEBB
C.H."DICK"WYATT

WISCONSIN
JAMES C.JOLLY
BRUCE L. KLOEHN
JEROME J. MALLER
FLOYDE. STAI
DALE R. WEHNER

WYOMING
JOHN E. MISPLAY
JAMES STENDER

Death Notification Policy

Headquarters Marine Corps League receives frequent calls regarding
the passing away of members. Calls vary from loved ones who wish to
stop the magazine delivery to detachment members looking to help.
The policy has been that detachment chaplains fill out, sign and sub-

mit a death notification form to their respective department chaplains

who then forward it on to Headquarters' membership department. This
policy has not changed but will be better adhered-to in the future. Itis
the only way a person’s name will appear in the TAPS section of Semper
Fimagazine.
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THE SEMPER FI STORE

(703) 207-9588 www.mclnational.org/store
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Flasks

| — -
—

Canteen
Cups

Item Code: Canteen
Cup 01

Price: $22.00
Description: 240z
Polished Stainless Steel
Silver Canteen Cups
with Folding Handles

Item Codes: Flask O1: Regular Stainless Steel / FlaskO1Red: Red Stainless Steel

Prices: $19.00 / $20.00

Description: 8oz Stainless Steel Silver and Red Flasks with 3D Pewter Crest

SF WINTER 2021

USMC Patriotic Patch

Item Code: USMC Woman's Veterans
Patch 12"

Price: $20.00

Description: 12" Patch with Woman
Veteran Rocker

()
%
T

i Sl
G2y

. £
S

Small Patch

Item Code: Patch03
Price: $2.50
Description: Small Eagle Globe and Anchor Patch

Patch

Item Code: Patch05
Price: $2.00
Description: Round
MCL Patch Black and
White

USMC Patriotic Patch

Item Code: USMC Semper Fi Patch 12"
Price: $20.00

Description: 12" Patch with Semper Fi
Rocker



THE SEMPER FI STORE

ONCE A MARINE, ALWAYS A MARINE

(703) 207-9588 www.mclnational.org/store

Bow Ties

Item Codes: U29; U47
Price: $6.00
Description: Black Bow Tie (U29 is banded)

/x;\.

Cummerbund

Item Code: U27
Price: $29.00
Description: Five-Pleat Gold Cummerbund

Cufflinks

Item Codes: U36A; U36B

Price: $11.50

Description: U36A Cuff Links Gold
EGA on Gold, left,

U36B Cuff Links Silver EGA on Gold,
right

Item Code: U23A
Price: $12.00
Description:
Regular Member
Blazer Crest Patch

Item Code: U24A
Price: $12.00
Description: Life
Member Blazer
Crest Patch

Gloves

Item Code: Gloves
Price: $5.00

| Description: White
Slip-On Gloves;
Sizes Small fo XL

Item Code: U26A
Price: $12.00
Description: Life
Member/Past
Commandant Blazer
Crest Patch
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THE SEMPER FI STORE

ORDER FORM

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
3619 Jefferson Davis Highway, Ste 115 = Stafford, VA 22554 = (703) 207-9588

Billing Address Shipping Address
Name Name
Street Street
City State Zip Code City State Zip Code
Phone Number Email
Code# Quantity Item Description Size | PriceEach| Total Cost
SUBTOTAL
HANDLING & POSTAGE
AMOUNT OF ORDER  CHARGE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED D 6.0% VA SALES TAX
UNDER $10......... ..$7.99 WE GLADLY ACCEPT VIRGINIA RESIDENTS ONLY]
$10.01-$25.00. ..$8.99
$25.01-¢35.00 3 visa (A masTercARD HANDLING & POSTAGE
$35.01-$50.00
$50.01-$65.00. (] DISCOVER  [_] AMERICAN EXPRESS roTaL
$65.01-$85.00
$85.01-$100.00
NAME
$100.01-$200.00. AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD l“tle;:gn“{'m
$200.01 AND UP Y
CREDIT CARD #
STANDARD SHIPPING: Shipping and handling DATE
charges for orders with Standard Shipping
are calculated using the SUBTOTAL of the EXPIRATION DATE CVVNUMBER
order. Some very heavy or oversized items
may have a shipping surcharge which will be INITIAL
reflected in the item description. SIGNATURE
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BATTLEFIELD
TOURS RAFFLE

THE MCL GEARS UP FOR
THIS YEAR’S DRAWING!

In 2021, the Marine Corps League and Military
Historical Tours (miltours.com) will again offer the
battlefield tour of a lifetime to two lucky League
membersas the grand prizesin the League's Tour Raffle.

These trips span the globe and military history.
See the list below for a complete lineup.

Everyone who enters lends their support to
League programsincluding Marines Helping Marines,
Legislative Programs, Toys for Tots and more.

Raffle tickets cost $5 per single entry or five tickets
for just $20! That's right, the more you buy, the
more you save and the more you help the League.
The drawing will be held at our annual Mid-Winter
Conference Banquetin 2021.

You do not need to be present to win. Winners
will be notified within3 days of drawing if they
are not present, and arrangements will be made
with Military Historical Tours for selection of
their tour prize.

Mail completed tickets and a check for the full
amount to Marine Corps League, 3619 Jefferson
Davis Highway, Suite 115, Stafford, VA 22554. You
may buy as many tickets as you like. Please feel free
to make additional copies of these raffle tickets if you
wish to purchase additional chances!

2021 MCL RAFFLE SCHEDULE

2021

16 Feb-1Mar
Friends & Family Trip to Vietnam

20 Feb-4 Mar
Tet Offensive/Battle of Hue

22-29 Mar
Iwo Jima-Guam 76th Anniversary Reunion of
Honor

17-30 Apr

Vietnam War “Saigon to the DMZ”
17-30 Apr

Friends & Family Trip to Vietnam

1-7 May
MHT Civil War: Gettysburg, Bull Run & Antietam
22-31May
WWI Doughboys & Devil Dogs France

27 May-9 Jun
77th Anniversary of D-Day & Battle of the Bulge &
Paris

Continues Next Page

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
2021 BATTLEFIELD
TOUR RAFFLE

Two Grand Prizes: Individual Free
Tour to anywhere MCL's tour partner
(Military Historical Tours) travels.
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
2021 BATTLEFIELD
TOUR RAFFLE

Two Grand Prizes: Individual Free
Tour to anywhere MCL's tour partner
(Military Historical Tours) travels.

$5 per entry or
5 entries for $20

You need not be present to win.
Drawing will occur at the 2021
Mid-Winter Conference Banquet.
Mail completed tickets and a check
for the fullamount to: Marine Corps
League, 3619 Jefferson Davis High-
way, Suite 115, Stafford, VA 22554.

$5 per entry or
5 entries for $20

You need not be present to win.
Drawing will occur at the 2021
Mid-Winter Conference Banquet.
Mail completed tickets and a check
for the full amount to: Marine Corps
League, 3619 Jefferson Davis High-
way, Suite 115, Stafford, VA 22554.

$5 per entry or
5 entries for $20

You need not be present to win.
Drawing will occur at the 2021
Mid-Winter Conference Banquet.
Mail completed tickets and a check
for the full amount to: Marine Corps
League, 3619 Jefferson Davis High-
way, Suite 115, Stafford, VA 22554.

$5 per entry or
5 entries for $20

You need not be present to win.
Drawing will occur at the 2021
Mid-Winter Conference Banquet.
Mail completed tickets and a check
for the full amount to: Marine Corps
League, 3619 Jefferson Davis High-
way, Suite 115, Stafford, VA 22554.

$5 per entry or
5 entries for $20

You need not be present to win.
Drawing will occur at the 2021
Mid-Winter Conference Banquet.
Mail completed tickets and a check
for the full amount to: Marine Corps
League, 3619 Jefferson Davis High-
way, Suite 115, Stafford, VA 22554.



MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

2021 BATTLEFIELD TOUR RAFFLE Name :
Clip coupon and return along with : Continued From Previous Page
your check made payable to: Address 1-9 Jun
Marine Corps League, Inc. . “Nav .
3619 Jefferson Davis Highway iy : 77th Anniversary of D-Day: Normandy to Paris
Suite 115 : 12-25Jun
Stafford, VA 22554 State Zip Code Famous Cathedrals of Northern France
You need not be present to win. Winner : |
will be notified within three days of : . 1-11)u .
drawing if not present, and arrangements ~ Phone : Russia “Eastern Front” 75th Anniversary: Kursk,
will be made for coordination with Military : Moscow & Stalingrad
Historical Tours for selection of tour prize.  Email :
‘ : 31)ul-5Aug
“Bloody Tarawa”
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 1-9 Aug

2021 BATTLEFIELD TOUR RAFFLE Name

Clip coupon and return along with Guadalcanal 78th Op Watchtower

your check made payable to: Address 14-27 Aug
Marine Corps League, Inc. : Rise & Fall of the Third Reich: Munich-Berlin-
3619 Jefferson Davis Highway City : Nuremberg-Dresden-Prague
Suite 115 :
Stafford, VA 22554 - : 21-31Aug
State Zip Code

You need not be present to win. Winner Vietnam 50th Anniversary Return to I-Corps

will be notified within three days of : 28 Aug-7 Sep

drawing if not present, and arrangements ~ Phone
will be made for coordination with Military D-Day, Normandy & Battle of the Bulge

Historical Tours for selection of tour prize.  Email 7-21Sep
.............................................................................................................. Ireland-WWII U.S. Marines “Irish Marines:" Dublin,
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE : Belfast &Derry
2021 BATTLEFIELD TOUR RAFFLE Name : 9-14 Sep
Clip coupon and refurn along V‘_”Th : Midway Island Return WWII “Battle of Midway"
your check made payable to: Address :
Marine Corps League, Inc. : 13-25Sep .
3619 Jefferson Davis Highway City : Waterloo “Napoleon, Blucher & Wellington”
Suite 115 :
Stafford, VA 22554 : : 29 Sep-10 Oct _
Y dnotb in. Wi e Zip Code : All England Tour "God Save the Queen” & 8th Air
ou need not be present to win. Winner : _
will be notified within three days of ; Force-WWIl
drawing if not present, and arrangements ~ Phone : 29 Sep-10 Oct
will be made for coordination with Military Italy WWII: Rome-Salerno-Amalfi-Sorrento-
Historical Tours for selection of tour prize.  Email ’ Florence-Venice
.............................................................................................................. 29 Sep-10Oct
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE :  England WWII: London-Duxford-Stonehenge-Kent-
2021 BATTLEFIELD TOUR RAFFLE Name : Portsmouth
Clip coupon and return along with :
your check made payable to: Address : 9-16 Oct
Marine Corps League, Inc. 8oth Anniversary WWII: Battle of Crete
3619 Jefferson Davis Highway City :
Suite 115 : . - 10-200ct ,
Stafford, VA 22554 : China “Imperial Jewels:" Beijing-Xian-Shanghai
State Zip Code :
You need not be present to win. Winner : 10-22 Oct
will be notified within three days of : WWII Concentration Camps & the Holocaust
drawing if not present, and arrangements ~ Phone :
will be made for coordination with Military : 16-23 Oct
Historical Tours for selection of tour prize.  Email : MHT's The Great American South
(St. Augustine, FL to New Orleans, LA)
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 8-20 Nov
2021 BATTLEFIELD TOUR RAFFLE Name : Taste of Asia Saigon: Phnom Penh-Vientiane-
Clip coupon and return along with : Bangkok-Singapore
your check made payable to: Address :
Marine Corps League, Inc 27 Nov-8 Dec
3619 Jefferson Davis Hié_;hway Gty : Vietnam Delta to DMZ Post Tour: 9-14 Dec Laos &
Suite 115 : Cambodia
Stafford, VA 22554 - :
State Zip Code 5-14 Dec
You need not be present fo win. Winner : 8oth Anniversary of Wake Island: Guam & Pearl
will be notified within three days of : H
Phone : arbor

drawing if not present, and arrangements
will be made for coordination with Military
Historical Tours for selection of tour prize.  Email




i { ) j APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
E Full Name
i Street Address City State Zip
§ E Phone Email Address
E 1 Date of Birth / /___Date of Enlistment/Commissioning / /___Date of Discharge/Retirement/Separation / /
i Type of Application - New () Renewal () Membership Type - Regular () Associate ( ) Dual ( )
i Have you ever been convicted of a felony? () YES( ) NO IfYES is checked, | agree to waive my rights under the Privacy Act and disclose the
w § £ E nature of the felony conviction for consideration of membership in the Marine Corps League.
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o ;% g_ § § 3 i *Includes free subscription to Semper Fi, The Magazine of the Marine Corps League
o = T = 1
(2 4 S% 8 15 = 1 | hereby certify that | am currently serving or have served honorably in the United States Marine Corps, “ON ACTIVE DUTY,” for not less than
o 5 38 E = g i ninety (90) days and earned the Eagle, Globe and Anchor; or have served or am currently serving in the United States Marine Corps Reserve and
o E E o ] s ! have earned no less than ninety (90) Reserve Retirement Credit Points; or that | have served or am currently serving as a U.S. Navy Corpsmen
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=3 E °<£° ' on the Service Ribbon, authorized for FMF Corpsmen; or have served or am currently serving as a U.S. Navy Chaplain and have earned the
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= ® i request. | hereby authorize the National Executive Director, Marine Corps League to obtain an un-redacted copy of my latest DD Form 214 from
-n., 5 ' the Marine Corps custodian of Official Military Personnel Files (OMPF), and/or verification of honorable service if deemed necessary to verify my
'] ):! ﬁ 1 eligibility for regular membership in the Marine Corps League. | understand the DD Form 214 may contain information such as military awards,
i S E training, and character of service.
= 1
i (Sponsor where applicable) Applicant’s Signature (see reverse side)
i Upon completion, tum into your Detachment sponsor with required payment. Applicants
H © 202,1,MAR|N_E CORPS LEAGUE. INC. for MAL Membership, remit this form with check or money order In the amount of $30 to:
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i | Allotheruseis prohibited. 3619 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 115, Stafford, VA 22554,
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OATH OF MEMBERSHIP

I, , In the Presence
of Almighty God, do solemnly swear, that | will uphold and defend the Constitution
and Laws of the United States of America and the Bylaws and Administrative Proce-
dures of the Marine Corps League. That | take this obligation willingly and in good
faith and that | will follow the directions and guidance of elected and appointed
Officers of the League. That | will participate and support the missions and activities
of the Marine Corps League, and that | promise to govern my conduct in such a
manner that | will never bring discredit upon myself, Members of the League, or the
Marine Corps League, so help me God.”

Signature

Incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937, the Marine Corps League perpetuates the tradi-
fions and spirit of ALL Marines who proudly wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and
Anchor of the Corps.

OATH OF MEMBERSHIP

", , In the Presence
of Almighty God, do solemnly swear, that | will uphold and defend the Constitution
and Laws of the United States of America and the Bylaws and Administrative Proce-
dures of the Marine Corps League. That | take this obligation willingly and in good
faith and that | will follow the directions and guidance of elected and appointed
Officers of the League. That | will participate and support the missions and activities
of the Marine Corps League, and that | promise to govern my conduct in such a
manner that | will never bring discredit upon myself, Members of the League, or the
Marine Corps League, so help me God.”

Signature

Incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937, the Marine Corps League perpetuates the tradi-
tions and spirit of ALL Marines who proudly wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and
Anchor of the Corps.

ey



EVERY MARINE
DESERVES
A LITTLE R & R!

MARINE CORPS PRIDE

Men’s Moccasins

Luxurious Faux Suede in Rich Tan Color
|
Lined with Soft Flannel in a Camouflage Print
|
Embossed on Top with Marines Eagle, Globe and Anchor,
and on Sides with “U.S. Marines”

_—
_.-""‘.____._.‘;“r_..’_ S

Available in Men’s
Whole Sizes 8-13

A COZY TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO SERVE

Celebrate the United States Marine Corps in casual comfort with these wear-anywhere comfort. Plus, a pull tab on each heel makes them easy

striking military moccasins featuring embossed details and a cozy flannel  to pull on. What a great way for any Marine to take a load off! Imported.

lining. Available only from The Bradford Exchange, our exclusive “Marine Corps

Pride” Men’s Moccasins offer the ultimate way to capture that Marine spirit. A SUPERB VALUE—ORDER TODAY!

You'll never want to take them off! Available in men’s whole sizes 8-13, the officially licensed “Marine Corps
These distinctive moccasins feature luxurious faux suede uppers in Pride” Men’s Moccasins are a remarkable value at $99.95*, payable in 3

a rich tan color. Each shoe is embossed on the top with the Marines eagle,  easy installments of $33.32 each and are backed by our 30-day guarantee.

globe and anchor, and on the side with “U.S. Marines.” The moccasins are ~ We expect a strong demand for these comfy indoor/outdoor slippers, so don't

lined with ultra-soft flannel in a camouflage print and feature whip stitching  miss out on this limited-time opportunity—order today!

around the top panel. Brown rubber soles and padded insoles promise

Order online at bradfordexchange.com/33378

T™(fficially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps. Connect with Us! ﬁ @ m ’ u ©2020 The Bradford Exchange ~ 01-33378-001-BIB
E PRIORITY RESERVATION SEND NO MONEY NOW E
1 The Signature i
B Bradford Exchange |

- Since 1973 - Mrs. Mr. Ms. '

Name (Please Print Clearly)

! 9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393
E YES. Please reserve the “Marine Corps Pride” Men’s Moccasins for me

as described in this announcement in the size indicated below.

Address

City State Zip

v L size 8: 0133378-011 L Size 10: 0133378013 (A Size 12: 0133378-05  Email
- O size9: oo U Size 11: on33y7s.01 (L Size 13: o1gss7sons (Bl ot of $10.09 siping an senvce (seo bradiorgexchange.com.  E26401
H All sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance.




MAWL-X1

ISO 8001:2015 CAGE: 6US01

DESIGNED FOR INTUITIVE
OPERATION:

e IN THE DARK
e UNDER STRESS
e WITH GLOVES ON

RUGGED, LIGHTWEIGHT,
MODULAR DESIGN
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